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Mubarak advises compliance
DECLA;QING that the snuauonwas grav:‘ MMSa:IZIO:Im Mubamtt

cmnplyw:ﬂxUNSecmlyComcﬂmhmons “In order to avoid addi-
tional complications,” reports Nevine Khall -

dv B Sseiey gy ‘eoioud

Mubarakmmd;Sahhafforovamhoura:mepmdmhﬂpdm )
“1 informed the Traqi minister that the situation is grave, that they
should reafice this and i : Secumycouucﬂmsolmmsmnrder .
to avoid additional ons,” Mobarak said. “T conveyed to them -
mvawmmmdmedeciﬁmrmwimﬂ:m" ' '
Mlﬂ:amksmdtheﬁmmempomuonmﬂmunluskaqwmpﬁes

iass”

there will be a strike. "I‘h:re:sabm‘ld—upoffom[’mﬂmGulﬂand! :_’:
strongly fear that unless Irag » there will be a strike, Nobody -
will be able io prevent the United " Mubarak added.

TMpmzhntmmomsuongiymfamofhaqsmouﬂmty

“We oppose any division of Irag.” he said. “The division of Irag will _.-"._
notso!veﬂn_pcoblem.ltw:ﬂlradtocomumsﬁgﬂmg.Weamforme
territorial anity of fraq.” AskadwhemmemwasnpeforanArab :

summit, Mubarsk replied: “At present, no.”

Mubarakdemed!hmtbucwasanAmbmmvelodd’usethehaq:
crisis. “There is no Arsb jinitiafive whatsoever. AnArabmauvemnst -f

cmeanate from all Arab cormtries. This has not

Sahhafsmd!raqwouldag:eemmspe:umofe:ghtdispmedpms.. .
idential sites by a comminee of expens appointed by UN Secretary- -
General Kofi Annan. Sakbaf told reporters that 2 special commitice ap- -

pointed by the UN chief would be given access to “afl sites.” including

themghttowhxchmmbe:sofﬂwlmSpeqalCommmlon(UN— g

SCOM) have been denied

Egypuanofﬁmalswonldmtsaywhemu(}mowasmnsﬁedwnh :

hqsmommyeﬂmﬂaynndwbemnwonldd:ﬂ‘uscmems.
“Wedomoonmderwha:wasptmedwusmdaymbetheﬁnalso-

lution,” said Mubarak’s chief political adviser Osama El-Baz afier the
talks. “We are waiting for developmems.” El-Baz added that was |
not mediating between the parties, noting that the two points of dispute -
whxchremamnretheoomposmonofmelmpecuonmm.andnmchm- “ 1

its amd frequency of inspections.

Yesterday, Mubarak also received Abdel-Aziz Al-Dkheil, the Ku- = £

waiti minister of state for cabinet affairs, who conveyed a message
ﬁnmmemofKuwaILsaymgtha:h:saumy“xsmfavom-ufa

WmmmmanmtmmmmuMmmusswwmmmem Mond‘ay asrdlmrsa!smtensﬁedfnrwhatmwseem

hmmrpmagamﬂsmmwacmmewoﬂd seen here in Palestine, the Golan Heights, Nepal and Russia

~ Staring tragedy in the face

The troops are here, and short of total iraqi submission, war seems inevitable. Dina Ezzat and Galal Nassar explore scenarios of compromise and devastation

Saddam Hussein will have to submit totally and
open all sites 1o “complete and vnfettered™ UN
inspection or face American military action,
which will be more than ope air strike bat less
than an all-cut war. This is how officials and
analysis in Cafro now view the continuing
stand-off betwesn Iraq and the United States.

However, some diplomatic sonrces still iope-

that a political compromise might be worked

make-upoftheUNSpema!Oummlmon(UN
SCOM), which is charged with dismantling
Irag’s weapons of mass destruction.. The.
posal upder consideration would afttach
uonalmspectors.ofvanommtlonahues.mﬂm
Commlssmn.dmngeusdeugmnonﬁ'um"m-
spection” to “fact-finding”, and alter Richard
Butler's job -from “chief inspector”
tn‘semonﬁploma:"hsomsud.
Whether this wonld be acceptable to the.-
Americans, who insist on complete and un- -
fenaedmwanstes.manopmquesuon.

Bot, according to the source, Saddam Hussein

appears to be ready o accept this compromise
beeansehehasbeentoldbyswu'alhmbheads-
of-state that unless he gives in to the American
demands, an ' American suike is inevitable. “The .
Americans are nof bluffing,” the source said. “A
strike will be more than briting Iraqi presidentizl
and. military sites with missiles, but will not
gg?mtomaﬂ-ontwu mvo‘lvmgg;mmdbat-—
The sources are far from confidens that the po-

- Iinmlsetﬂmntsemmowiﬂmgeasﬂlewm-

per i this rece against time. But they-say that
they *hope™ it will work out, that Saddam will be
realistic and that the US.will somehow be per-
snaded by the Russians and the French that jt
cannot deal so brutally with Iraq at a time when
Middie Bast peacemaking is faltering.
Despite these factors, the 0dds are nevertheless
on pulitary action becange both Saddam and

"Pms:dentBﬂlChnmnhavemeu'aediblhtyw

worry about. It is difficult for Saddam to give in
completely to the Americans. As for Clinton, be

can hardly summon home the impressive military
fmhehasassembledmtheﬁtﬂfmﬂmuttak—
‘ing some form of zction. “‘Clmton’s credibility

has suffered already as a result of the Monica Le-
winsky affair and he cannot afford 1o lose more
credibility,” one analyst said.

According to Maj. Gen. [retr'd] Kamal Shedid,

“sathering such a formidable force in the Gulf
means that military action must be taken. From a
military perspective, the failure to take action
now would be a great defeat.”

Ancther sonrce put it even more bluntlv. “The
Americans are not ready to accept a compromise
because they do not wamt & compromise. They
simply want Saddam to submit fully — some-
thing which he bas pot yet decided 10 do,” the
source said.

The question now, the sowrce added, is simply
whether Saddam is prepared to gram UNSCOM
the complete and wmfettered access the Americans
are demanding,

It is very difficuit to predict what Saddam will
do because nobody knows how he makes his cal-
culations.” the source said. “So far, there is no ev-
idence that he is planning to give the Americans
what they want.”

If that is so, then the result will be tragedy.

One possible scenario is that the Americans and
the British will laumch beavy strikes, for five days,

againsi Saddam’s presidential palaces, the Re-
publicar Guard and other military targets. If Sad-
dam does not give in, the strikes will continve, pri-
marily against Baghdad, for another two weeks.

In an even more bleak scenario, the strikes will
target Baghdad radio and television and power
stations and the US will declare southern Iraq a
no-fly zone. Given the Turkish military incursion

mthenonh.lhlsmﬂconﬁneSaddamml.hecen- _

tral section of Iraq.

“The Turks are already in northern Iraq and no-
body can predict what the Iramians will do if
southern Iraq twmns into a trouble spot. with large
pombers of refugees trving to cross into Iran,”
warned one source.

Informed sources told Al-Akrram Weekly that
the American and British forces in the Guilf had
staged a rehearsal for the strike on 4 February.

‘What will be the sequel to the American strike?
The first possibility is that a weakeped Saddam,
relying on his repressive policies and the absance
of any zhemative, will remain in power. But his
regime will continue to be buffeied by dissent,
coup atiempts and defections. Such a situation
cannot possibly last for more than a few years,
following which some military commander will

Ghali: no
FORMER UN Chief ‘Bou-
tros Bouiros-Ghali appealed
ymﬂayagmnstmhngmﬂ-
action against Bagh-
dad, which he said wonld
only worsea the plight of the
people already suf-
fering under tight sanctions.
“The Iragi people are suf-
fering from an eight-year-
old embargo. This is an al-
ready ic situation to
which l;?wglbombs will be

general t']..aFrmuophome,
Oi
said, “The United Nations
wascrenmdforthepeople.
not for govemments. The
i people are not re-
sponsible for their govem-
ment” He added, “We must
act on all levels in onder w
find a peaceful solotion.™

tequest for assistance [with
possible aracks  op Iaqi
weapons sites], we will ob-
viously consider it.” Peter-
sen said.

When the
bombs fall

On Monday, some 2,000 Palestitdans
marchedthtmghuflhl:ay?stBanLtownof
Jenin in support t was the larpest
of a serics of détnonstrations over the last
week in which Palestinians of all polit-
ical stripes have turned out, partly out of

solidarity with the but main-
Iy to vent their Imq:;eople,m America
and, increasingly, In Jenin, aside

of mock-up Scud missiles, the
e kvt e g
of Istaeli, American and British flags. -
Pmdmhlynwastbesescmesm

grabbed Isrsel's attention ';ftt_
bnngsbackunpleasmmemones
Palestinian support for Saddam Hussein
during ﬂée 1901 G‘:TlfWa'. said Israjeh
Ludﬂ' inyamin- Netapyahu, at a Je-

rusalem comference on 9 February. The
day before, the cepmist Israeli news-

'papchamv.etﬁtonahsedthat"ihe

with will pass quicker than the
o onlrﬁat such [pro-frag Pal-

estiian] dcmonsmonsmakem:h

public opini
Bmﬂnemaredxﬂ'mnoesbetweento—
daysprmlsmddmePa!m ear-
lier, desperate identification with- Sad-
dam.Moslofthcmnmmdnmonsuanons

.fcraprowstmRamaﬂah.amgnofap-

athy that the raims- swecping the West
Bmkthatdayennldmlyparﬂye.xplam.
There mfalsza::c ed
sympalily (.3 mmemcablyu
their frostration with the szn[led
pmoess Thus, while America and

. Britain have been swift 1o amass a lethal

armada in the Persian Gulf to “force™

Iraq to comply with UN resolutions, Pal-
estinians see the same powers unwilling
to apply the slightest pressure on Israel to
implement long-standing UN resolutions
or even peace agieements with the Pal-
estinians that Istacl has signed, the Knes-
set has endorsed and the Americans have
guarateed. “Had there been progress in
the peace process, we would have had
reasons to censor our feelings.” com-
menpled the Palestinian Anthority’s {PA)
head of Israeli affairs, Sufian Abu Zaida
“But,” since there is no progress, “there
is mo reason to do s0™.

The critical difference, however, lies in
the stance of the Palestinian leadership.
Al the Ramallab demonstration, Fatah's
West Bank leader, Marwan Barghouti,
made it clear that his movement’s de-

- cision to support Iraq was an independent

one “with no comnection to the PA™. it is
a line that, so far, Yasser Arafat has been
careful o maintain.

Ip the earber conflict, Arafat famously
(or infamously) sided with Iraq because,
as he put it in 1991, “the PLO cannot but
be in the trenches against Ismel and the
chmmmsoflsmel" Itwaspmbablyme

disasirous decision of his 30-year
Inlhewarsnﬂarmmh.mfm
fomdhimselﬁsnlmdﬁ-ommemanhe
Arsb world, abandoned by the PLO’s
majn paymasters in the Gulf and con-
fronted with a fresh influx of 300,000 Pal-
estinian refagees expelled in retribution

from Kurwait and Saodi Arabia. Most Pal- -
an -estinian analysts would woday concur that

it was this defeat — more than any.other
single factor — that weakeaed the PLO

As the US moves closer to a military strike against
lraq, Arafat treads softly. But will his people follow?
Graham Usher, in Jerusalem, examines the
crisis’s implications for the Palestinian territories

It was a mistake Arafal does nol want
to repeat. This time round the only trench
he wanis to sit in is thar of the Arab con-
sensus vis-d-vis the cuwrreni US-Traq
stand-off. Apart from saying that the con-
flict in the Guif will “complicate™ the
Palestinian-Ysraeli peace process, Ar-
afat’s public statements on the crisis have
been at ope with thase of the other Arab
front-line states, and particularly Egypt
— i that while Iraq should comply
with UN resolutions, the conflict should
be resolved diplomatically rather than by
force of arms.

But this was nol what the Palestinians
in Ramallah and Benin were chanting.
And, under pressure from America and
Israel, there are signs that Arafat may be

10 rein them in. On Tuesday, the
Palestinian A/-Quds newspaper quoted
PA Police Chief Ghazi Jahali to the ef-
fect that henceforth all marches “that
lead to violence and :hsnubgnces such
as the burning of flags™ would be banned
in the self-rule areas.

Such restraint may prove difficult to
maintain with Fash, the FLO's largest
faction, as the main driving force behind
ibe pro-Iragi demonsirations. This is es~
pecially so should bombs stant falling on
Iraq, cranking up Palestinian frustrarion
from small-scale demonstrations to mass
confrontations with the Israeli army. In

and Palestinian Legislative Council
member Dalal Salamah — Fatah would
follow the path chosen by the pmp!e
“whom no leadership can stop™. But

.what would be the response of the PA?

"’l'hePAcanno:beagamsl!hen'own

. people,” shesays. “They are not col-
laborators.”
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stage a bloody coup and seize power.

A second possibility is that, with the rising
Turkish power in the north and the collapse of
Baghdad®s authority in the south, Irag's territori-
al unity might begin to fragment. It is likely that
foreign powers, such as Iran and Turkey, would
rush 1o provide aid to the northern and southern
Zopes in an atiempi o gain a foothold there, at
the expense of Baghdad’s central authority.

A third possibility is that the Americans will
take the cracial decision to remove Saddam from
power, although sources concede that this is not
at the top of the list of American priorities.

Foreign Minister Amr Moussa will speak only
of the hope for a diplomatic solution. Following
talks in Paris last Monday with French Foreign
Mimister Hubert Védrine, Moussa reported some
progress with diplomatic efforts. ““That progress
centres around the fact that the Iragi government
has shified its posilion from 1otal refusal of the
inspection of certain sites to allowing inspection
of those sites,” Moussa said.

“There are some details that have not been
agreed upon. It is for the mediators, France and
Russia, to work out the modalities,” Moussa added.

{seepp. 2, 4,7, 10& 11)
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Preventing war

Upon his retum from iraq, the Arab League secretary-general unveiled a proposal to open 68
{raqi sites for international inspection. Rasha Saad reviews this week’s diplomatic moves

Egypt and the Arab League pressed
ahead this week with efforts to avert an
American military strike against Bagh-
dad. President Hosni Mubarak dis-
paiched Foreign Minister Amr Moussa
to Paris for consultations with the
French government. which also ad-
vocates 4 diplomatic solution o the
Iraq-US siandoff. Mubarak also re-
ceived a report on Sunday from Arab
League Secretary-General Esmat Abdel-
Meguid following his rerurn from Bagh-
dad where he met with President Sad-
dam Hussein.

On Sunday, Abdel-Meguid would
only say that some sites in Irag “can be
visited or searched, subject to certain
conditons which are curmenty uander
discussion.™

But on Monday. he called 2 news con-
ference to unveil a compromise proposal
which. he said. was worked out in con-
sultations between the Arab League.
France. Russia and Irag. Abdel-Meguid
disclosed that Irag is ready to open 68
sites to international inspection. Sixty of
these sites can be inspected by members
of the UN Special Commission [UN-
SCOM] for a period of rwo months. The
remaining eight are presidential sites
that can oaly be searched by a new com-

mission, whose chalrmen must be a
prominent intemnational figure. chosen
by UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan,
Abdel-Meguid said. UNSCOM Chief
Richard Butler can serve as the depuly
chairman of this new commission.
whose members must be of various na-
tiopalities and include representatives of
the five permanent members of the UN
Security Council.

Abdel-Meguid accused Butler and his
team of being biased against Iraq. citing
Butler's published statement that Iraq
could desroy Tel Aviv by mounting bi-
ological or chemical warheads on its
long-range missiles. Butler later said
that he was misquoted.

“The Security Council met for threas
bours to crticise Butler for the re-
marks,” Abdel-Meguid said. “Thus it is
logical 1o say that UNSCOM was not
acting imparnally. However, we scek 1o
turn over a new leaf, Irag should comply
with the Security Council’s resolutions
which it hod accepted. Bur iis sov-
ereignty should be protected as well as
its oight to have the UN sanctions lift-
ed "

Abdel-Meguid said that it was likely a
diplomatic solution could be reached
through the Security Coancil. but there

were stll obstacles in the way. In other
wards, he went og, 2 diplomatic solution
is difficult “but not impossible.” He de-
clined, however, to specify the obstacles
focing the proposal

The main obstacle is likely to be op-
position from the US and Britain, who
have insisted that access by the UN

weapons inspectors 1o Iragi sites s_l_muld

be “unconditiondl and unrestricred.
Abdel-Meguid warped that a military
strike against Irag would not solve the
problem but would merely complicate it
further. He also predicted it would have
disastrous consequences for stability in

the rbeagrion.

Abdel-Meguid was dispatched o
Baghdad by President Mubarak. in his
capacity as chairman of the last Arab
summit held in 1996 in Cairo, following
iclephone consultations berween Mu-
barak and 12 Arab leaders.

For his part, Moussa met with French
Foreign Minister Hubert Vedrine in Par-
is on Monday. The two agreed on the
need to press ahead with efforts for a
diplomatic solution.

Egypt and France “on the ne-
cessity for a diplomatic solution and of
allowing enough time for this solution to
take place.” Moussa said.

Mubarak with Abdel-Megnid on Sunday. discussing the initiative o prevent a strike against lraq

Jacques Santer visited Cairo for talks on breaking the stalemate in peacemaking

and the approaching Egypt-EU partnership. Niveen Wahish reporis on the visit

EC warns against Irag-strike fallou

Jacques Santer. president of the European
Commission, announced on Sarurday he was
confident that Egypt and the European Union
{EU) would be able to finafise their parmership
agreement before the termination of the British
presidency of the EU next July. Following talks
with President Hosni Mubarak. Santer said that
Egypt and the EU would resume negotiations
very soon and expressed optimism that any out-
standing problems would be resolved.
Addressing a news conference in Cairo. the
first leg in his first tour of the Middle East as
EU commission president, Sanier wamed that
any military action against Iraq would lead to
further destabilisation of the region. This, in
wrm. would have adverse economic con-
sequences for the region because i would
chase away foreign investments, he said. “For-

eign investments in the last couple of years
have not been flowing in as strongly as when
the {peace) process started in 1995." he pointed
our.

Answering questions from the press, Santer
affirmed that the problems of the region are
bese addressed from an economic perspective.
Conceding that it was necessary o easure Is-
rael’s secority, be added: ““The best way 1o
cuaraniee the security of Israel is to ensure for
the Palestinians the right to economic develop-
ment."”

Santer asserted that the EU holds the belief
that econonlic prosperity is the key to a solu-
tion of the region's problems and. consequent-
1y. has chosen to support the peacemaking ef-
fort financially and economically. “We are the
biggest donor of aid to the Palestinian Author-

ity.” he said.

Santer noted that the EU assisted the Pal-
estinians by taking part in financing major pro-
jects such as a planned airport in Gaza and a
planned “safe passage™ between Gaza and the
West Bank. Responding to criticism that the
EU should provide greater support for the
peacemaking effort, the president of the Eu-
ropean Commission said: “We have always
supported the peace process with political will
and political proposals. What we lack is polit-
ical involvement, which is why I am here.”

Santer ruled out the possibility that the EU
may impose economic sanctions on Isracl to
pressure it into softening its position on peace-
making. The EU, he said, does not join any ec-
onomic blockade of any country unless jt is dic-
tated by the United Nations, such as the

embargo imposed on Irag. However, he added
that the EU is wying its best to ease the saf-
fering of the Iraqi people by supporting the UN
secratary-general’s attempts 10 increase the
smount of qil lraq is allowed to sell under the
terms of the oil-for-food agreement. Moreover,
he said, the EU provided more than 200 million
ECUs in humanitarian aid to Iraq last year.

. “Egyp: has a leading role to play in the peace

process,” said Santer, who chose to start his
Middle East tour with Egypt. In addition 10
President Mubarak, he also met with Prime
Minister Kamal El-Ganzoori and Foreign Min-
ister Amr Moussa to discuss. he said, “how we
can break thromgh the current stalemate, how
we can advance for the future.”

Santer explained that the EUs primary con-
cemn at the moment is that the stalemate may

have a negative affect on the Barcelona process
although “the two processes are independent of
cach other.” The lesson drawn from last No-
vember's regional economic cooperation <om-
fereoce in Qatar is that a slagnant peace process
could negatively affect the partnership agree-
ment of the Barcelona process which aims
promote political stability and economic pros-
perity by establishing a free-trade zone between
the EU and 12 south Mediterranean couniries.
During his visit, Santer was scheduled to sign
two agreements donating about S300 million to
the primary education programme and to the
Social Fund for Development However. the
signing was postponed untl next week becauvse
of failure to get the paperwork ready in time.
Sonter’s tour includes Israel. the Palestinian
self-rule areas. Syria. Lebanon and Jordan.

Sheikh Mohamed Saved
Tantawi, Grand Imam of Al-
Azhar. last week fook the
rare step of referring a pum-
ber of prominent Azhar
scholars, who pubticly op-
posed his policies, to an in-
terrogation committee.

The decision was viewed
by the From: of Al-Azhar
Scholars as an escaladon of
tension with the institution,
while observers said it was a
wrning point in the policy of
Sunni Islam’s highest author-
iry.
Tantawi ok the decision
following a controversy trig-
gered a few weeks caclier by
a meeting he bad with Is-
rael’s chief rabbi, Yismael
Lauw. The unprecedented
meeting, and Tantawi him-
self, came under severe crit-
icism, with opponents charg-
ing that &t amounted 1o
normalising relations with Is-
rael. The Front joined the
anti-Tantawi campaign, with
its members assailing the
Sheikh in statements to the
press. The Front aiso issued
a statement which de-
nonnced normalisation with
Israel and affirmed support
for the Palestinians, but did
not make direct reference to
Tantawi's meeting with the
rabbi.

The Front is a non-
governmental  organisation,
registered with the Miniswy
of Social Affairs. Its mem-
bers include Al-Azhar of-
ficials, such as Yehia Ismail,
who is the Front’s secretary-
general and a professor at
Al-Azhar University.

According to Ismail, if the
inteTrogation commitee
finds him guilty. be will be
referred to a disciplinary
board. “It may decide to fire
me from Al-Azhar Uni-
versity  altogether,” Ismail
told Al-Ahram Weekly. “But
this will not stop me or my
colleagues from expressing
our views, even if il COSIS Us
our jobs,” Ismail said

Tantawi's decision, Ismail
added, was totally un-

Political strife
in Al-Azhar

The Sheikh of Al-Azhar is acting to contain cppasi-
tion to his policies within Sunni Islam’s highest re-
ligious institution. Amira Howeidy investigates

expected. “We rever thought
that expressing an opinion
that contradicts the view of
the Sheikh of Al-Azhar
would mean that we will be
interrogated or punished in
such an undemocratic man-
ner,” he said.

Tantawi had taken another
decision, two weeks ago, to
dissolve Al-Azhar's Famwa
[religious rulings] Commitice
after it issued a fawa con-
demning bank interests as usu-
ty. which is forbidden by Is-
lam. While serving as the
Grand Mufii of the Republic,
Tantawi had ruled that bank in-
terests were not against Islam.

Acconding 1o Sheikh Farid

_ CLASS ADS -
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Wassel, the incumbent mofd.
Tantawi’s decision to dis-
solve the Fanva Committee
was aimed ar “regulating re-
ligious fatwas which should
not emanate from two differ-
ent authorities.™ The mufi is
in charge of passing the re-
ligious farwas.

Explaining why the Front
scholars were summoned for
imerrogation. Ahmed Omar
Hashem, president of Al-
Azhar University, said that
“anyone who voices an opin-
ton opposing the nation's
symbols, such as the Sheikh
of Al-Azhar, or a consensus
reached by the ulema of Is-
Jam. should be questioned.™

The Fronl, Hashem said,
“opposed Islam’s viewpoint,
expressed by the Islamic Re-
search Academy, which is
considered Islam's highest
awhority. This runs counter
to Al-Azhar's regulations
which stipulate that the be-
haviour of Al-Azhar's teach-
ing staff should not run con-
trary o the teachings of Islam
or any consensus reached by
Islamic scholars. Anybody
who does this should be sum-
moned for interrogation,”

Hashem added, “The
Sheikh did not meet with the

rabbi to normalise ties with
him, but to prove to him that
miflions of Muslims reject
and denounce violations be-
ing commirted against Pal-
estinians. He siressed the ne-
cessity of giving the
Palestinians  their rights.
Those who attacked him were
not even present at the meet-
ing and did not know what
the Sheikh told the rabbi.”

Hashem claimed that Tan-
tawi's opponents were in-
fluenced by the outawed
Muslim Brotherhood and rad-
ical Islamist groups “who op-
pose Al-Azhar’s enlightened
wend.™

Cbservers argue that al-
though Tantawl excrcised a
legal right by referring the
scholars to interrogation, his
decision reflected an obvious
desire 10 contain, if not elihT;
inate, any opposition to hi
policies. This “centralisation
of power” has creaied two
camps inside Al-Azhar, each
gataing credibility from dif-
feremt guarters, said Nabil
Abdel-Fattah, editor of the
annual Stale of Religion in
Egxpt Report.

The first, which is Tan-
tawi’s camp, is backed by the
povernment while the second,
grouping independent schol-
ars, has populist support, Ab-
del-Fattah  explained. “Al-
though some may interpret
this as a division and, there-
fore, a negative situztion, I
believe it is in the interest of
democracy in the {Al-Azhar]
institution. The Sheikh is no
longer a sacred figure.”

But. Abdel-Fanah added.
“the fact that the Front’s
members were referred to in-
terrogation simply because
they apposed the Sheikh's
meeting with the rabbi is an
undemocratic step. even if it
is within the Sheikh's legal
right.”

He pointed oot that the [s-
lamic Research Acadenmy.
which previously banned any
contact with Israel. “now sup-
ports the Sheikh’s meeting
with the rebbi,”

Abdel-Fattah said that nei-
ther the Front nor Tantawi
should make political state-
ments. “The Front. which is
registered with the Ministry
of Social Affairs, has no right
to make political statements,”
he said. “The same applies to
Tanawi, who heads a re-
ligious institution. He is not
expected to make political
statements or mediate be-
tween the Palestinians and Is-
raelis. But it is clear that both
parties are playing political
roles that are far from their
duties as men of religion.”

N e Ve

asser

A ﬁl_m featuring the public and private life of President Abdel-Nasser will not be screened unless
pariiament's culture committee agrees. Nesmahar Sayed takes a look behind the Scanes

Following the success of Nasser '56, a film about former
Egyptian President Gamal Abdel-Nasser’s nationalisation
of the Suez Canal and the “tripartite aggression™ that fol-
lowed. Syrian director Anwar’ Al-Qawadri decided to pro-
duce a movie featuring Nasser’s life — from his youth un-
til his death in 1970. But the script triggered objections
from Nasser's family, led by his daughter, Hoda, and from
actress Berlanti Abdel-Hamid, the widow of Field Marshal
Abdel-Hakim Amer.

The controversy went all the way up to the culture and
information commitiee of the People’s Assembly last Suo-
day. Chief censor Ali Abu Shadi, who approved the script,
responded to criticism from deputies Mohamed Shawki
El-Naggar, Fayda Kamel and Youossef El-Mandooh. Abu
Shadi said that Culture Minister Farouk Hosni established
a 33-man committes, chatred by Gaber Asfour, head of
the Supreme Council of Culure, to scrutinise the script.
The comminee made 18 remarks about the screenplay
which AJ-Qawadri “had to take into consideration.” Abu
Shadi said.

Hoda Abdel-Nasser objected to some scenes in the film.
particularly those dealing with her father's family life. Her
comments were relayed lo the director and scriptwriter
who also took thern into consideration, Abu Shadi said,

_Narional Democratic Party MP Fayda Kamel, a former
singer famed for her patriotic songs while Nasser was in
power. said she had read the seript and found it full of
what she described as “contemptible™ scenes. QOne, she
said. shows Nasser speaking over the telephone with then
Israeli Prime Minister David Ben-Gurdion.

Another objection made by Hoda Abdel-Nasser, who
teaches politcal scieace at Cairo University, is that the
film ponrays the Israelis as superior to the Egyprians.

Kamel argued that Nasser °56, which was produced by
state-owned Eg_yptiun Television, was meant 1o “slorify
the naticnalisatton of the Suez Canal, but what is the pur-
pose of this new movie?"

Following a heated debate. Abu Shadi had to give in to
the commiltes’s demand that the film should not be
screened unless committee members see it first and ap-
prove of its contents.

Abu Shadi made it clear that Al-Qawadri was given per-

mission only to shoot the film A, v it i
mis pcnding).r po Shoot pproval to screen it is
_Amer's widow, Berlanti Abdel-Hamid, had other objec-
tions. She said her marriage to Amer is “sensationalised,
as if I were Amer’s mistress, not his wife." The re-
lationship between Nasser and Amer. rwo close friends “is
not based on real facts.” she added. Moreover, the film
accepts the official version that Amer committed suicide.
but Abdel-Hamid insists that he was poisoned. )

Al-Qawadri said that he was upset by the objections
made to the film. “It is as if I were an Israeli agent,” he
complajned. I have respect for all those critics but they
should be objective. 1 respect and love Nasser, who was a
great Arab leader. Bt I cannot ignore the fact that he was
also a homan being who made mistakes and who had a
family life.”

Responding to criticism, Al-Qawadri said: “How can
famnheg have a monopoly on history? It's as if they know
everything and nobody else should be allowed 10 make a
contribution™

Augy objection to his Syriap nationality is also rejected
by Elth-gawad% “1 a:fn an Arab above a:ly else and I‘J{asser
was president of my country durin -Syi
m&“mmi y country g the Egype-Syria

. ed El-Sawi was chosen by Al-Qawadri to play the
title role because he has some rzsem-!?lance to !\?aspseg!nd
also bgcause he is little known. El-Sawi said be was “very
exited” at having been chosen io portray Nasser for the
sereen, bat added he had to read many books zbout Nas-

ser’s life, written from various perspectives, in order to do

justice o the role.

El-Sawi believes that the controversy about the film
should have besp expected and was IiKely to preet any
Blm that deals with historical events and characters.
“Creativity is a main factor in drama but the muth should
not be forgonen,” Ei-Sawi said. . .

Yunan Labib Rizk, a historian of modern Egypt, said
that, afier reading the scripe, be spotted seven “historical”
mistakes thar had to be corrected. He concluded his report
e o B o U

awadri was heavily i
BBC documentary about Nasser’s er!:]y influeaced By &
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in Zeinhom
MRS SUZAmNng M;m'nn Sunday
gurated the new headquarters of the -
ﬁzd_c(]'lrescel_zt Soclety, built in the work-
ass nei of Zzinhom fi
LE4 million. Rania Khaliaf mcgd:;
thcceremony._ - - ;

In ber opening adgress, Mrs Mubarak
said the new headquarters should be
viewed as a major achievement becanse
it will provide advanced services to the
inhabitants of Zeinhom and the neigh-
bouring districts. She expressed satisfac-
tion that public services were being im-
proved day by day and expanded 1o the
various governorates. .

The five-storey boilding was built on
5.000 square metres and financed by
non-governmental . organisations and -
volontary granis. Mrs Mubarak. who is
board chairmean of the Red Crescent So-
c_l?‘tiy. said i had elm;;-:de remarkable
achievements in climinating flliteracy
and developing women's capabilities.
especially in rural areas.

Hosni

Nefret's r

Yassin Serageddin of the op-

position Wafd Party took Cul-
tnre Minisier Farouk Hosni to
task on Sunday for agreeing to
organise joint celebratons with
ll:lr'aun:le to anark the amival .of

apoleon Bonaparte in Egypt
200 years ago. Serageddin also
questioned Hosni about press
reports that a rare staine of
Queen Nefret, which is on dis-
play at the Louvre, was ac-
quired by the museum as re-
cently as last December.

“I waot to kmow if these cel-
ebrations are intended to com-
memorate the French invasion
and Bonaparte’s arrival in

Egypt or not, particalarly since

you affirmed that the celebra-

tioas are to be organised at state -

level,” din told Hosni.
“People want to know whether
you are celebrating the expui-
sion of the French from Egypt
or their invasion of EgypL”

As for Queen Nefret, Ser--

ageddin requested that Hosmd
explain “why the Ministry of
Culture remained silent aontil
the appearance of the stame at

newspapers.” The opposi
deputy also demanded an ex-
plananion from-Hosni with re-
gard 10 a statement attributed to
the French minister of culture
that the statue was acquired by
the Louvre from the Egyprian
Museum in Caire. - :

.the ‘clarm that the Egyptian-

French celebrations were in-
tended w0 commemorate Bon-
apante’s invasion of Egypt
“Whoever celebrates this oc-
cupation should be considered a
traitor,™ he said, “What we are
celebrating are cultural relations
with France. Celebrating cul-

tural relations provides an occa- .

sion to cement pelitical and so-
cial ties. It is an occasion io

-parade Egypt. with all its glori-
- ous history, hefore the French

people: I want to emphasise that
these celebrations will serve the
interests of Egypt and that
Egypt has excellent cuitural
products to sell to the world,
particularly France.”

Hosni caused an uproar when .

he compared “the French in-

ftion

- that the

explains
eappearance

to the “Egypran invasion of
Yemen in the early 1960s." To
support his argument. he ched
two articles written by Fouad
Zakaria and Yunan Labib Rizk.
which appeared in Al-Ahram.
Zsakarja Azwi, chief of the
presidentia] staff and a member
of the Assembly, - responded
jan intervention
in Yemen was not an invasion.
“Egypt went 10 Yemen at the
request of the Yemeni people to
support the: Yemem revolu-
tion,” Azmi said Hosni rushed
to apologise for the analogy.
saying . it was a “slip of the

tongue.

Assembly Speaker Fathi So-
rour surprised MPs by taking
Hosni's side. Sorour contended
that the celebrations should
have been promoted as a “cel-
cbrason of the cuhural ex-
change between Egzypt and
France. There are a large num-
ber of French orientalists and

" imellectials who believe that

the contribution of Islammic and
Arab culmre to France's
progress was monumental. This
célebration should have been

Farouk Hosni defended his policies before
the People’s Assembly and offered a rare

apology for what he called a “slip of the
tongue.” Gamal Essam El-Din reporis

promoted as an occasion to cel-
ebrute how France has benefited
from Egyptian and Arab civil-
isation and how Egypt and Arab
culture have benefited from
France,” Sorour sajd.

Hosni rejected allegarions that
the statue of Queen Nefret had
been stolen from the Egyptian
Museurn. ~These allegations
were made by a single journal-
ist, and there is no evidence at
all w support his claims,” Hosni
said. "We, for our part. have the
necessary documents 1o support
our position.”

Hosni denied thar the French
minister of caltunz had ever said
that the statue was bought from
the Egyptian Museum in De-
cember. He produced a letter
from Christiane Ziegler, curator
of the Egyptian section at the
Louvre, explaining how the
statue was acquired by the mu-
seurn, “The leuer states that the
statue was in the possession of a

- young French lady untl 1926,

Hosni said. “The [Egyptian]
laws at the dme allowed wading
in archaeological ilems. The
young French lady Jater sold the

slatue 10 the president of the
high coun of Geneva. who kept
it in a bedroom in his palace on-
il it was bought by some
friends of the Loavre, people
who are fond of buying ar-
chaeological items and donating
them 1o the Lowvre.”

Serageddin shouted to Hosni
to give him a copy of the letter
“s0 as 1o see exactly what Zie-
gler said about the statue.™ Hos-
ni complied.

He also explained that the
Egyptian Museum has four rep-
licas of the statue, affirming
that since President Hosni Mu-
barak’s rise to power in 1981,
not a single archacological ar-
tifact has found its way out of
Egypr

“On the contrary, we have re-
covered hundreds of ar
chaeological items which had
been smnggled out of the coun-
oy in the past.” said Hosni.
Trading m archaeological items
within Egypt was banned 20
years ago, he pointed out, and a
law was passed in 1983 making
all archaeclogical discoveries
the property of the state.

2
o

the Louvre was reparted by

- -vagion of Egypt 200 years ago”

~MPs slam police behaviour in Al-Gurna

Members of ihe 'Pe_éple"s 'Aséeﬁlbly, angered by a recent riot in the village of Al-Gurna near Luxor, urged se-
curity forces in Upper Egypt to be less repressive and more disciplined

The defence and national security com-
mittee of the People’s Assembly held an
urgent meeting on Sunday to debate the
factors behind a riot at Al-Gurna Village,
near Laoxor, that took place on 17 Jan-
vary. Gamal Essam KEl-Din follows a
which was held spon the request of two
Upper Egyptian MPs, Ahmed Abu Heggi
and Mamdooh Moussa, concluded that
the riot, which left four people dead and
29 injored, marked a setback in the re-
fadonship between Upper Egypt res-
idents and security forces.’ i

Abu Heggi acensed police forces, who
were trying o carry out a’ number of
demolition orders, of opening fire on Al-
Gurna villagers. He charged that the
clash, which occurred only a few bum-

was another manifestation of police bru-
tality #nd inefficiency. “Tt is deplorable

that this clash occarred, especially at a’

time when hopes were Tunning high-that
the solid dam berween the peoplea:‘!d se-
curity forces was about to collapse,” said
Heggi. “We thought that security forces
had begun to learn the hard lessons of the
that they cominue to be insensitive to the
people’s sentiments.”

Reda Abdel-Aziz, first assistant to the

interior minister, explained that security

forces in Upper Egypt. and in other parts

of the counoy, are enu'usted_wid: en-
forcing the law and administrative orders
and do not act on their own. Acconding to
Abdel-Aziz, the drama unfolded-when
securiry forces were instructed.by the

"s Temple.

Luxor City Counctil to carry out 19 dem-
olition orders in Al-Gurna village. “As a
matter of fact, 137 demolition orders [14

- on the eastern bank of the Nile and 123

on the western bank] have been issoed
by the new chairman of the Luxor City
Conncil since he came to office in No-
vember. Security forces, however, donot
vsually fush to carcy om these orders.
We take the ntmost care before carrying
them. out. We have t0 examine the im-
pact of these orders on social stability.
especially after the Luxor incident. We
also heed the government's instructions
that people should be provided with al-
ternative housing before any demolition
orders are given,” said Abdel-Axiz. -
However, he added, security forces
had to carry out 16 demolition orders in
Al-Guma village when the Luxor City
Council insisted that these orders should
be quickly implemented io onder to pro-
tecl the archaeofogical site near Hat-
shepsnot's Temple from additional hap-
hazardl construction. “The* orders -were
not aimed- at demolishing bouses bumt
rather: at removing piles of rocks and
bricks which were ¢ be used for con-
struction .-pear the archaeological site.

"This was-a very simple task for police

forces. I could be carbed out in 16 min-

“This is why, on 17 January, a modest
police force consisting of 24 men, two
security trucks, and a bulldozer moved to
carry out these simple orders. The police
were armed with only automatic rifles

and live ammumition. However, no soon-
er-did the seenrity forces arrive at the

demolition scene when they were
swamped by a crowd of more than 600
villagers. with the number increasing lat-
er to 3,000. The villagers began throwing
rocks at the police, set fire to their ve-
hicles and pushed the bulldozer into a
nearby canal. As a result, I2 policemen
— half the force — were injured. in-
cluding the security chief, who was taken
to Al-Gurna Hospital. Villagers even
tried to eater the hospital and take the se-
curity chief hostage.™ Abdel-Aziz said.

In an attempt to contain the situation as

‘quickly- az possible, Abdel-Aziz said

well-trained central security forces were
quickly suramoned from the city of Qena.
In ome hour, he said, they were able to
disperse the crowd by using tear gas, and
rushed the security chief out of the vil-
lage hospital.

Following the clash, acconding to Ab-
del-Aziz, the chairman of the Luxor City
Council visited the injured and extended
condolences to the families of the dead.
Abdel-Aziz said security forces received
instructions from Prime Minister Kamal
El-Ganzouri 10 stop.carrying out any new
demolition orders.

“At the end, I would like to emphasise
again that the performance of the security
forces is governed by lepal. democratic
and constitulional rules. The current phi-
losophy of the security authorities is that
the utmost care should be taken in car-
rying out administrative orders. We al-
ways seek the opinion of the state secur-
ity department abead of the
implementation of any of these orders.”
Abdel-Aziz added.

Abdel-Aziz's  statement, however,
failed to appease the MPs. Again, they
criticised what they called the brutal and
inhumane practices of security forces in
Upper Egypt. According o Mamdouh
Moussa. Abdel-Aziz's description of the
clash deviated from the truth in more than
one respect. “The fact is that it was secur-
ity forces which opened fire on the villag-
ers,” he said. “We found that villagers
were shot in the back. This means that
they did not initiace the attack on the po-
fice. The brutal way in which security
forces carried out the demolition orders
provoked the people. forcing events to
take a tragic mrn.”

Yehin Shalaan MP for Luxor, said the
Lizxor City Council’s chaizman made a big
raistake. “It was totally unfair to issue these
demolition orders during this tense period.
Besides, the security forces carried out the
onders like a conquering army. 1 would like
to draw the antention of high officials to the
fact thar Luxor’s citizens will no longer ol-
erate being dealt with in such a repressive
and humiliating way.” said Shalaan.

At the end of the debate. the commitiee
invited Interior Minister Habib Al-Adli to
meet with them, discuss the dimensions
of the clash and continue coordinating on
security policies in Upper Egvpt. “MPs
would like 1> convey a message to Min-
ister Adli: parliamenary deputies should
be always consulied before security forc-
es cary out any orders and launch anii-
terrorist campaigns. Minister Adli prom-
ised to do this in previous parliamentary
meetings and be has to keep his prom-
ise,” said Shalaan.

Pope
demands
justice for lraq

POPE Shenuda ITI of the Coptic Gr-
thodox Church, while ip the US this
week. spoke oul against lemorism
and US suppor of Israel and denied
that Christians in Egypi are targets of’
discrimination, reports  Atef El-
Ghamri from Washington,

Addressing a gathering of Egyptian
expatristes at the residence of the
Egvptian ambassador to Washington
last Sunday, Pope Shenudz said that
President Hosni Mubarak was doing
everything he could 10 ensure
Egypt’s future progress. He also said
thar all Egyptians condemn and op-
pose the actions of rerronists.

“The country is suffering from
these terrorists.” the Pope said. “and
people in the US should not blame
the government for the mistakes of
individuals [terroristis].” He added
that terrorists have kilied both Mus-
lims and Christians in Egypt and are
“against Christians as moch as they
are against the government™.

Shenuda described reports of dis-
crimination against Christians in
Egvpt as “unirue exaggarations”, and
vehemently denied news circufared in
the US thar Christians are killed on
the streets in Egypt.

Shenuda praised Mubarak's de-

Tourism
still the

biggest

draw

cision fast month 10 delegate avthoriry
10 governors concerning the renovation
of churches, sayving tha this would ~fa-
cilitate the work of Christans in re-
pairing their churches™. Since Ouoman
rule in Egype the building. renovation or
repair of churches required a pres-
idential decree, until last month’s move.

During his tulk. Shenuda criticised US
“support” of [srael, which he branded as
“racist and discriminated ugainst minor-
ities™. He alvo said that the people of
Iraq are “suffering™. and called on the
interational community “to deal justly
with the Iragis™.
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Despite the slump follewing the Luxor massacre, tourism remains
the nation's top hard currency earner, writes Rehab Saad

Toorism Minister Mamdouh El-
Beltagui announced this week that
towrism remains the top source of
hard currency despite the decline in
foreign travellers caused by the 17
November Luxor massacre. He cited
Central Bank statistics which showed
that tourism netted 33.8 billion in
1997, thus 1opping remittances from
expatriates. o1l exports and Suez Ca-
nal revenues.

Speaking at a bookfair seminar on
Monday. Beltagui said tourism
boomed following Israel’s return of
Sinai 1o Egypt in 1982. “Sinai was
converted from a battlefield into one
of the most important tourist areas,”
Beltagui said. *The government en-
couraged investors to put their mon-
ey in it and they., accordingly.
launched big projects and established
new communities.”

According to Beltagui, the number
of hotel rooms nationwide rose from
18.000 in 1981 to 75.000 in 1997
and is expected to soar to 150,00{ in
2001.

He said that a tourism hoom causes
52 other avxiliary industries to flour-
ish, offering employment op-
portunities o millions. But as 2 re-
sult of the tourism slump following
the Luxor amack, many lost their
jobs, he said.

Discussions at the semihar focused
on ways of addressing the slump. do-
mestic rourism and the promotion of
EgypL

“Socon afier the massacre, we
adopied a policy that said we should
not underesimate what happened
and, at the same time. should not ex-
aggerate its consequences,” Beltagui
said. “We established comminees 1o
study the advisories issued by the
various countrics and the positions
taken by tour aperaiors. Accordingly.
we divided the markets we are deal-
ing with into groups: positve mar-
kets which were novL affected, bal-
anced markets. crisis markets and
severe crisis markets. We decided af-
terwards how to deal with each.™

A higher committee for the pro-
moton of tourism was also es-
tablished, which included business-
men. heads of industial and bank
unions, members of the Chamber of
Commerce as well as tonrism of-
ficials. "We came up with ideas,
such as organising a shopping fes-

tival in summer. This will be included
in the tourism calendar every year.”
Beltagui said.

Mohamed Nessim. a wourism expert,
argued that the massacre did not have
negative results and. in fact. had some
positive ones. “It directed our attention
to other markeis that bave been rel-
atively forgotten. such as the Asian.
Russian. East European and Latin
American markets,” he said. “I believe
that our promotional efforts will get a
positive reaction from the traditional
markets soon. but I hope that new mar-
kets will not be neglected.”™

Beltagui concurred, stating that atten-
tion should not be confined w certain
markets which, he said. could “control
us™ but should be direcied 1o many oth-
ers. “At the beginning of this decade.
Egypt was dealing with a limited num-
ber of markets, but now we are dealing
with others. although the focus remains
on the traditional Euwropean market
which accounts for 65 per cent of wour-
ism in this counmy.” he said.

According w participants in the semi-
nar. domestic wourism provided a parnial
solution lo the post-massacre crisis.
“Before the massacre. hotel eccupancy
rates averaged 65 per cent. This dropped
o 18 per cent following the attack,”
Beliagui said. "December wimessed the
worst drop in occupancy rates, but it
picked up again during the Eid Al-Fitr
feast and mid-year holidays.”

During this period. occupancy rate in
Sharm El-Sheikh was 64 per cent in
Luxor 59 per cent and Aswan and Cairo
52 per cent each. Behagui said.

“T believe in the necessity of domestic
tourism so that Egyplians can get to
know their country and their cuiture,”
he went on. “But we cannot depend on
it because, being seasonul. it cannot
build the economics of a lourism in-
dustry.”

Public awareness of the imporance of
tourism was also highlighted in the
seminar. “We asked the minister of ed-
ucation to include tourism in school cur-
ricula in order 10 promoie student
awareness of the imporance of tour-
ism.” Beltagui said. “And throuzh the
press and the media. we hope o convey
this message to the public.”

Concluding on an optimislic note,
Belagui said: “We faced a lot of tour-
ism crises in the pust and overcame
them. | believe that we can overcome
this one. too.”
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Code of conduct to fight terrorism

Terrorism is no longer a local problem. An international seminar, hosted by Al-Ahram, on terrorism prevention wamed against lagging behind in re-
. gional and intemational cooperation, reports Amira lbrahim

Delegations from 45 countries gathered in Cai-
ro % this week 1o stady a code. of coaduct

international anti-terrorism. cooperation and..
for intema " o of Al-Akram.

make plans for an international convention. .
The twa-day seminar was by
Al-Abram and the Imernational Cemre for
Fighting Terrorism (ICFT), a non-governmental
- body established in Cairo last year. . -~ =
The ICFT is concerned with reseasching and

studying terrorism all over the world, docn-.

menting events and forming 2 daiabase: 1o an-

alyse its origins and evolution. The ICFT held-
itsy first imemational -semipar last year which

discussed tarroriemm 55 4 gROul P " . ‘olence. 1t is a special form of premeditated vi-

and different approaches to it

“Combating terrorism on the national Tevel. -
no maiter how efficient it is, continues 10 have

a’limited impact considering the international
natsre of the phenomenocn,” said Mahmoud
Murad, ICFT secretary-general and deputy ed-

Murad warned against letting regional and in-

- ternational cooperation [ag behind.

- “Any country is vulnerable and may fall be-
. tween terrorism’s teeth, and afier it is dope
. with, temorism can go after asother one,” he
" told Al-Ahram Weckly. © -

Over two days of discussions, participants ex-
amined different definitions of terrorism and
-exchanged views on'the proper criteria 10 con-
front it. “Terrorism -is oot-a synonym for vi-

olence aimed 2t creating a climate of extreme

fear,” stated British representative Paul Wilkin-

som, & St Andrews University professor. "It is
directed at a wider target than the immediate
victims.. It is usually, bot not exclusively. used
as a weapon to brng about political change,
bat should net be confused with Iegitimate self-
defence or national independence struggles.”

A key aspect of fighting terrorism is countries
denying refuge to terrorists and not letting them
operate on home soil. President Hosai Mubarak
has eriticised Britain and other European coun-
trics for giving shelter to sospecied Islamist ter-
rorists who issne statements and publications
from European offices.

“it is the problem of people using their res-
idence in Western and European cities, not only
London. as a base for organising and funding
wrrorism. I am sure that the present British

government will implement a change in the
Jaws to restrict terrorist activities on its land,”
Wilkinson added. “I think there is a lot of mis-
understanding. The fact is that the British gov-
emment is just as committed as the Egyptian
government to fghting terrorism.”™

Seminar discussions highlighted the necessity
of convening an internationzal anti-terrorism
conference under the umbrella of the United
Naticns.

The final declaration by seminar participants
condemned a]l terrorist practices — making an
exception of the rights of a people under oc-
cupation to camry out armed struggle against co-
lonisation.

It also urged tighter bilateral cooperation and
an open exchange of information and ex-

periences. The declaration wamned the inter-
national communily against 3 new generation of
terrorists who could possibly use chemical or
biological weapons.

It called for governments to pressure the UN
to arragge an temational anti-terrorism con-
ference to establish criteria for fighting Lerror-
ism.

The declaration also highlighted the im-
portance of drying up the resources of termerism
~— saying that refugee protection agreements
should not be used to shelter errorists.

The ICFT is due ta have a meeting in Greece
nexi May to study a final blueprint for the sug-
gesied international anti-terrorism convention.

Edited by Wadie Kirolos
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Palestipiun demensirators carry Trugi and Palestivian Baygs and a portrait of Suddant Hussein during » demonstration in

Bethichem mn Saturday (ohone: Seutses)

Palestinian human rights groups denied israeli-leaked reporis of persecution of Christians in self-rule areas. Graham Usher in Je-
rusalem investigates the curious alliance between Israeli Prime Minisier Binyamin Netanyahu and US-based Christian-Zionist groups

On oal least one vecasion Juring his recont
trip 1o the United States. Irruel, leader Ei-
nyamin Netansahu wae wrzatad v b oreai
wanh. [n o Wasbingion hote!  festooned
with Likud Parly baners. Ncionnany was
urged by 300 adoring lans "lwd o give an
inch™ in his Gilks with President Clinton, 1
accept the vonenam of  Abraham.”  Ne-
tany ahu wars 1old by his host. “Aad  belimve
God blesses those wha hless Lsral”

This was not e meeting of US Likid Pars
members, Nor wes the host an Anencan
Jewish <ctler. He was Reverend Jerm Fal-
weall, svangelivul leader of America™ Chris-
tinn Coafition of (undwmentafist movemenis,
whoese illiberal siands on rmmusraticn and
abortion huve made them the Bore sone of
the Clinton adnsmistration and amony whose
supporters taceonding o [sruell jounualisi.
Hemi Shalev) “ure some of Americi’s most
infumous anti-seatites”™. Mat that this seented
o wormy Netanvahu, "We don’t relae in-
differently or condescendingly woward uny
of aur tricads.” he said.

America’s Christizn  fundumenalists are
certainly Netanyshu's Hends. Aside from
supporting his hard-line policies in the LIS
Congress, "Christian friends of Lsrael™ have
donated thousands of dollars w nghi-wimg
proups in lsrael to funther Jewish settlenent
in the West Bank. More recently. they ap-
pear o have worked hand in ghowe with Ne-
tunyuha in a cyvnical alempt o defame Yas-
ser Arafar’s Palestiniun Authority (PA.

On 24 Quewber. Isrel’s domsalom Post
newspaper leaked a “secret’” repon preparcd
by the prime minister™s vffice on the “PA"
treaument ol Christians in the [Palestiniany

autoReols areas”. Palestinian Christians.
the repert clannad, were subject o “re-
leniles  porzecution” e the PAL 1 Je-
senbed b “Chistizn cemeterier  have
been destroved” ard lisls cases where PA
sectriy Forces “have margeted and  in-
timidiated Chrstian leaders and Palestinian
comerts o Christianiny.” forcing them o
serve as Upropugandu mouthpieces™ lor
Yasser Aralil aini the PA,

Despite rebuiizis by Palestiniun Christian
leaders — inciuding the US nepresentadive
af Jerusalend's Litin Patriurchuie — the
“sevret reporl” gained airplay. surfacing in
new spaper~ ithe the Oarh Tefegraph and
e Wil one Times, SO inense was me-
iz interest in the PA"s alleged persecution
uf Chrstians that tie Palestimian Human
Rights Mrnitoring Group «PHRMG) — o
Pulestinian orgzanisation with a  proven
vack record ol encovering humaa rights
abuscs. espectally in the PA autonomous
areas -~ decided w do its own research and.
in the words nf PHRAIG direcior. Bassem
Eid. *sel the recurd straight”™.

On 20 Januars. it did. In & report based
on ils own Jieldwork, the PHRMG con-
cluded thit “reparts of widesprezd PA per-
secution againsr Cheistians are utterly with-
out Toundarion™. It Found na evidencs that
Christian cemuteries hod been destroned.
Nor vould the PHRMG focate a single case
where a Fuiestinian Christian (whether o
“leader”™ or naty “sefTered from 3 human
righis violatiom caused by the PA a3 a con-
sequence A the «ictim s relizion”™

The only coneraie examples of abuse the
PHRMG uncurthed were of five Pal-

estinians revently converted 1o Christianity
who had been imprisoned and. in one case.
wriured by PA security forces. But. says
Bassem Eid. even thewe cases appeared less
the resuit of a directed PA policy “from
above™ against Christian converts than in-
stances of “regular” PA human rights abus-
es cammon throughout the auionomous ar-
cas. Muoreover, although “converts from
Islam taced harassment. there is no ev-
ideiace that this harassment... differs from
orher vases in which people dand dealers.
volloborwars) have sulfered hostlity from
their loval commurity ™ says Eid.

There are around 30O Pulestinian
Christiuns in the Occupied Territories. most
of them 183 per venir belonging to either
the Greek Qribodox or Roman Cutholic
churches. In recent vears. however, a hand-
ful uf Pulestinians ibetween 60-100. ac-
cording ta PHRMG have cooverted from
Islum 10 a Protestant Christian evangel-
icalism akin o thit ol the American Chris-~
tran Coalition.

The main wibune ot this brund of Chris-
tianity within Isracl is the Tniermnational
Christian Embussy ol Jerusulem (ICEFR, a
“Chrislian Zioaist”™ organisation based in
Wesl Jerusalem. The ICEINs views on the
Isrezli-Palastine conflict echo those of the
Christian coalition and were eloguently ex-~
pressed in one of its brochures,

“The Scriptures 1ell us aboui the re-
gahering oF fsrael back 0 her own land,
which God will fulfil.” wrws the ICEJ,
There{ore “Juden and Samaria™ e the
West Bank1 “are emwential pants of the land
promised o [sract and linked with the his-

torv of Istael... They are places in the very
heart of the Land of Israel. the cradle of
Jewish civilisation: they are the towns. vil-
lages. mountains and valleys which give the
Bible its coniemporaneity”™. It is on the basis
of this “literalist”™ reading of the Bible that
ICEJ not only opposes territorial com-
promise with the Palestinians, but actively
encourages Jewish settlement in the West
Bar_l‘k as a portent for “Christ’s second com-
ing".

According to the PHRMG. all five of the
converied Palestinians subscribed to this ide-
ology. Twa were in regular contuct with Da-
vid Oniz. an American evangelical pastor
based in the West Bank Jewish senlement of
Ariel near Nablus. Qrtiz, says PHRMG. was
the source of the prime minister’s “secret re-
port”™. Given these facts — and while not ex-
cusing the human rights abuses the five suf-
fered from their community and the PA —
“it is no wonder that Palestinians find ev-
angelical missionary activity political threat-
ening” concludes the PHRMG. _

For Bassem Eid, the most regrettable
thing about the myth of the PA’s “per-
secution” of Christians is that i1 has di-
verted atteniion from the very real human
rights abuses that routinely occur in the ao-
tonomous areas. These sometimes affect
Palestinian Christians - though not because
of their religion - but are manly targeted at
Palestinians suspecied of belonging o Is-
lamist movements fike Hamas and Islamic
Jihad, Needless 1o say, the ICMJ has yet io
raise the case of these Christians with either
the prime minister's office or the inter-
national media.

E h e W@ @ S For a few hours last week, the besieged southemn Sudanese garrison town of Wau was

in the control of oppasition SPLA forces. t was later recaptured by govemment troops,
but the SPLA has declared the definitive fall of the city imminent. Gamal Nkrumah
and Rasha Saad review the latest developmenis in th

of Wau
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is beleaguered region

Lasi week. the Sudun People™ Lib-
eration Army (SPLA+ announced
that the strategic garrison lown of
Wau had briefly. [or the space of a
few hours. Fullen under the contral
of SPLA forces. Both nfficial Su-
damese government aml  SPLA
sounces corroborated the fact rhat
gavernment roops later recapiured
the lown. the capitad of southern
Sudan’s most populous provinee.
Bahr Al-Ghuzal hazi more people
than the south’s other two prov-
inces 1Eguataria and Upper Nile)
combined. o
The copture of Wau is widely
seen as a turming point in the [5-
vear Sudunese civil war. Wan fell
10 SPLA farces for a fow hours. but
Sudanese govemmenl Loops were
able 10 recapture the airport and the
miliary garison.  However.  the
SPLA then cut the railwuy line be-
rween Wau and another neigh-
houring parrison town. Aweil, thus
preveniing the arrival of govemn-
ment reinforcemenis. )
Droughts wnd the search for
greenct pastures had led northern
Muslim tribes like the Bagyars and
the Rezagivat to tenture into the
betier-watered Buhr  Ai-Ghazal.
Canle rustling. tribal sKirmishes
and the resulling fand disputex
helped radicalise the native south-
ermers. 11 was in this contest that
many of the originul inhabilnts
from the province joined the
SPLA. The cihnic Dinka. southem
Sudan’s larzest ethnic group. une

concentrated in Buhr Al-Ghazaf.

Wau is the second kirgesi urban
venue in southern Sudun  after
Juba. If it does Fall w the SPL AL &t
will be a serious sethack for the
Sudanese governnient. Wau i sit-
vated close 1o the nil fields of
Bemul. and its loss would threut-
en the Suduncse govemment’s
main sapply of lecally -produced
oil. = voluable source ol foreign
exchange. Cver the past few
years. Sudancse army  pencrals
have canched themsehves by Lrad-
ing in timber and other natural ne-
sources of the area. They were
able 0 transpurt the low free of
churge on Sudanese urmy war-
planes and minle (1 profics.

Fighting has alw erupted si-
multancously in vastern Sudan.
The Sudunese govermmert has ac-
cused Eritrei it» essiern neigh-
hour. of directy hacking  Su-
dunese armed oppasition sToops,
Farcuy Abu Eissa, Swjanese op-
position spokesman aid head of
the Arab Lawyers Union. wld A/-
Aliran Weeldv, ™We wam a
peacelul setement that ends che
rule of the Natienal Islamic Froat.
bul i xeems that armed resistunce
i the only way out of the Su-
danewe predicament.”

SPLA leader John Gamng an-
mounced that General Kemibinu
Kwanyin Bol. who leads an
SPLA splinter group. heuded the
SPLA atuck on Wuu. Kerubino
had allied himsell with the Su-

danese government and was uptil
secenily collaborating with Reik
Machar. heud ol the South Suuan
Independence Alovement (SSIAD
wha sow chair the Sudunese
government’s special council re-
sponsible for southern Sudanese
issues. But a serieus perconal an-
imosity  between  Kerupino and
Machar made it very ditfficull for
the two southem warlonds 1o
work wrether. While Machar is
an cthnic Nuer. Kerubine. like
Garang. is an cihnic Dink: Ma-
char and Kerubine were never
able te ¢ooperate militarily. even
though they were both uniil re-
centdy swom  enemies of Ga-
g’y SPLA. Gurung  rewently
disclosed ihat e has been work-
iig closely with Kerubina for the
lust 1w months aikl thut wogether
thex had iched the govemment
inti helieviny  that there were
wide-scule  Jefections  from twe
SPLA ranks.

“Kerubing wajwed for the rzht
time to swrike at the government.”
Daniel Kodi, the SPLA chiet rep-
resentaiive in Caim, @fd  the
Weeklly, ~He was warroly wel-
vemed buck by the SPLA. But the
soveriment troops in Wau wak
revenge va the civilian population
and a bloodbath ensued in the
city.  Govemmen:  (oops  are
butchering inmocent civilizns. All
southerners are new syspect. The
MIUaan i« ey en<e al presenl.
but SPLA forces have surrounded

thz own and are tightening the
seige of Wau., The city should fail
[t the SPLA] in the next few
wecks, Government forces will
not te able 1 hold out for much
Inpuer.”

The Sudanese sovernment de-
seribed Kerubina's defection back
v Garang's fuction as  “un-

Justifiable treachery™ An official

Sudaneze army source recendy
said that Kerubino contacied the
Sudanese wrmed forces in Wau
Jand  asked them 10 send  re-
infarcéments tn deal with the
luree number of southern Su-
denese returnzes who had de-
sericd SPLA runks. It later trans-
pired that Kerubine's statements
were @ ploy 10 lure government
torces e 1 trap, When 1he gov-
emment lorces ordered the re-
turnezs to hand over their weap-
wis, ihey refused, and fighting
crupied. At first the government
iorces Were rouled, Butl Kodi told
e Heekiv, “Sudimese eovem-
25l Ar0ops were not caught en-
Urely unawares. i appears that
govarmient forces heard 2 mu-
mour aboul an imminent attack on
Wau and fled the city. They later
regroupad and. strengthened by
raptorcements (rom  Khartoumy
munazed to stive off rotal defeat.
When SPLA forces first entered
e ciny ihey eusily owtnumbered
the defenders.”

Kodi said that SPLA troops from
the  surrounding  couniryside,
which is mostly conotled by the
SPLA. are heading towands the be-
seiged city. “They are closing in
on Wau from several directions to
the east. west and north of the
<ity.” A month ago. reports em-
anating from Wau told of an es-
timated 500.000 refugees, fleeing
the baitlefronis and devastated
countryside and converging on the
garrison town. The reports. which
have not been corroborated by in-
dependent sources, said that
are deserting the SPLA en muasse
in the Mirjal Baia area of Bahr Al-
Ghazal, Kerebino's base of opera-
tons region. Yet the recent de-
fection of Kerebino and the “rey-
elation™ of his connivance with
Garang must cast doubt on the ve-
racity of these allegations,

According 1o Abdel-Samie Zei-
peddin. former head of the Su-
danese department of the Egyptian
Foreign Ministry. the only solu-
tion to the southern Sudan civil
war lies in finding a formula thar
wili give the south some form of
self-rule. Zeineddin said that the
recent attacks demonstrate bogh
the strengths and the limits of the
military capability of the SPLA_
“Even if Wau is captured by the
southemners. it will be recaptured
[by goveroment forces] in g
month’s ttme.™ he predicted.

Edited by Khaled Dawoud

The dangerous
and the absurd

The drums of war against Iraq have been
beating in the United States with _
unprecedented fervour. The debate, writes
James Zogby from Washington, is not
whether Iraq should be bombed or not, but
over the magnitude of the sirike

For several waeks now. the drums clﬂf\i\h'-“:‘[ I‘_:?‘-:l b‘;"'“ beating in the
United States. It appeared inevitable e lraqr government
continued 10 refuse unconditional and unrestricted U’.’ESC OM arms
inspection. that the country would be subjected to “massive and
sustained™ bombardment. .

This view was fed not only by repeated ultimatoms and pro-
nouncements by various administration leaders and spokespenons.
but also in opinion cohunns appearing in tbe daily US press.

As late as iwo weeks ago, the only debate apparent in the US me-
dia was between those who argued that air power was sufficient 1
~do the job™ and those who argued that such surikes roust be fol-
lowed by an invasion of ground forces. This was the logcal out-
come of n discourse that had been largely limited to either right-
wing ideologues or military analysts,

In some instances, the public discussion had become not only
dangerous but also dangerously ridiculous. .

A group of 18 conservatives. for example. have been arguing for
the president to send in divisions of ground forces (o invade, and
presumably. to occupy Irag. And Republican speaker of the House,
Newt Gingrich. last week stated that if the Iraqi leader refused to
agree with uniimited UN inspections “we will have to replace him
with a regime that will.”

It is ironic that while many of these same so-called analysts re-
ject the notion of assassinating Saddam Hussein or the grounds
thaz such an act would be illegal rthere is a US law thart forbids the
assassination of foreien leaders) and immoral (oot in keeping
with our ethical standards™) they, nevertheless, support the “mas-
sive and sustained” use of aerial bombardments of the country and
the possibility of invasion by ground forces. B _ .

It is precisely this one-sided discussion of military options with-
cut any consideration of political — or civilian — consequences
that has caused more thoughtful analysts w react in the past few
weeks.

Some, both on the right and the left. have begun 10 chaflenge the
narrow apolitical views that have dominated the debate up until
now. Questions have been posed of those who encourage the mal-
itary option: .

— What will be the outcome of a military strike? Will it change
the political situation within Irag” Will it make the regime more
compliaat with UN inspections — or will it harden the regime’s re-
solve?

— If a ground invasion occurs, what nexit? How will a unilateral
US invasion of Iraq be viewed in Iraq or in the broader region?
How long would the Uniied States susmin an occupation force?
What could it accomplish? And for how loag would US public
opinion support such a move?

— What would be the political consequences of either a bom-
bardment or occupaiion? How would Arab and Mushim public
opinion, oot to speak of world opinion, react 1o the civilian cas-
ualiies resulting from such actions? What would the impact be on
US allies and ingerests in the broader Middle East? Cu suability and
secarity? Oun the already fatally wounded Middle East peace pro-
cess?

In addition to these new questions being asked. somewhat belat-
edly, traditional and not so traditional opponents of war have be-
gun 1o mobilise. Peace Action. the nation’s largest mainstream co-
alition of religious and peace organisations. has catled for
demonstrations, Sorme members of Congress and the Senate sup-
gort them. And. a number of influcnual Republicans. former of-

cials in the Nixon and Reagan administrations have also begun to
speak out urging caution and calling for a new policy toward Irag.
John McLaughlin, for example. a former Republican White House
official and now host of two popular and influential public affairs
television programmes. has, for a number of weeks now. been
challenging the tenets of the current debate as “immoral and dan-
gerous,”

Last week. in an effort 1o broaden this developing debate. I led a
delegation of Arab American leaders t0 a White House meeting
with National Security Adviser Samuel Berger. We presented to
the White House a consensus Arab American view that “the neg-
ative consequences of a military confronsation at this fime would
be to inflict greater suffering an the Iraqi people and 1o damage US
allies and interests in the Middle East... In addition, bombing Iraq
will create tension and instability in the region and may prove fatal
to the Middle East peace process. For those reasons and because
there is no certainty that the military option would generate com-
pliance with UN resolutions or produce political change in Iraq.
we feel the military option is totally unacceptable.”

_ We made it clear that. “as Arab Americans, we support the elim-
ination of weapons of mass destruction throughout the entire Mid-
die East. and we also support the enforcement of all UN resolu-
tions that apply to the Middle East. We are concerned US
credibility is at risk in the regiop and that the United States is
;};;vned ;s appgingix doubg.: stanl}lNard in the Middle East.” Qur po-
. we conlinved. was that * i
d"i theirjobt._“ lnspectors must be allowed 10
nstead of sustained bombing or an invasion o W
for “diplomatic aliermatives thgt put pressure on fthl?q Imq?eg:ﬁ::
raent o comply with inspections but do not negatively affect the
civilian population of that country.” We noted that ~we
UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s proposal to dramatically in-
cretal.::d the UN oil-forl-lz:eood programme. Economic sanctions have
no an impact on i regime, ;
plgg r.hf?t ;.oupl:?;y Iraqi regime, they have only hurt the peo-
efforts received extensive national press exposure and -
ated a2 number of other national medi i gener_
|°l‘_‘l";{s days. edia appearances in the fol
_Helping 10 change the public debate is of criricg!
B e e et oo e
one-si ehate is i ini
tic;n _inl'c; a mlg:: limited set of options. that it boxes the stre
U is clear the administraon, while firm in j .
that weapons inspections continue unrestricted, :sts g:g:v;;? ::
comforiable with the narrower debate. Last week, Secretary of De-
fence William Cohen noted that there was no certainty that the mil-
itary option would resnlt in Iraqi compliance or be successful in
ending the Fegime's developruent of weapons of mass destruction.
Possibly in reaction to recent hard-line positions coming from
Moscow, or as a result of the flurry of diplomaric activity being
conducied by many US allies. or even as a result of the less than
conclusive results of Secretary of State Madelejne Albright's visirs
to European aud Arab capitals. the US position has more strongly
than ever begun to affirm thay it “prefers a diplomatic solution” to
m_n;hs;an_doff_ with Iraqs leader,
situation remaing erous. To the same
Hussein remains, as [ I?:\?egprevimmly mfﬂﬁﬂd&'ﬂ
depth of alienation from the West™ and. thercfore, able to inflame
extremist passions of those who are alienated and who feel betrayed,
he also remains the “Willie Horton™ of US domestic polidcs. As
such. any US galitician who appears to make concessions to the Tra-
qi leader will be buried under an avalanche of publie criticism

There is a frightening disparity between the current debate in the
United States and that in the Arab world. and most of the cest of
the world.

It may yet be possible to avoid the devastating b it-
ical conscquences of a military confrontation. for‘m:" ol::]:cpu.}m.-:
diplomaic solution must be found that provides for the UN weap-
0ns INSPECIors to continue in a manner consistent with their man-
date and for guidelines to be established, as described by one for-
mer Bush administration official, that will be both “firm and yet
;Tlm Ai the same time, the US policy debate must be opened up to

ow for political acceptance of such a diplomatic resolution. Fail-

ure on either front could prove faral
e o« prove 10 chances for a peacefil res-

The wriler is president of 1) i . :
Instinge, P of the Washington-based Arab American
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Hala Sakal(ini narrates the expeﬂence of living in Jerusalem on
the eve of-the fall-of the westem part of the city, while Mona Anis
recovers the wi_d_er Arab context from the pages of A-Ahram

In 1948 -Hala Sakakini was avomg school
teacher living with her family, headed by her fa-
ther Khalil Sakakini, in their villa in the fash-
lonable quarter of Katamon in the southern part

of Jerusalem, now part of West Jerusalem. There -

were four residential areas in the southern pan.
-of Jerusalem — Talbieh, Namamra, Katamon,”
Lower Bag'a — that together formed a garden
ctly, as they consisted mainly of villas sur- -
rounded by gardens. Beginning from 1946 the .
Zionist gangs (the Stern and the Irgwr Zvai Ley-.

"ﬁlmmwagiugamhkuumramm .

Jerusalem against both the British

Government and the Arab population qu}mu?'

As a result the city was divided inio

zonﬁ'earhsmmdedbybm'badﬁmmd.

manned by British soldiers. Of those days she re-
members: “In order to move about in Jerusalem,
me_hadmhawmidmitycmﬂ. which stated in
which zone one was residing, and permits 1o oth-
er zones. Everywhere there were checkposts
where one was stopped by British soldiers who
examined one’s identity card and permit.” Hala
Sakalini and her family were forced to fiee thir

inning to soar. The November 1947 UN resolue-.
tion stipulating the partition of Palestine, Britain's
annooncement that it was going to pull oot of Pal-
estine by May 15 1948, the escalation in vielence
the prospect of war leomng over region, all.
combined to sher the priorities -on the national
agendas -of the Arab covmiries, Iy Egypt -
and Irag where the for national in-
dependence had been resumed with a new im- .
petus following theendof thewar.  ~ ° 7 - |
In both Iraq and ‘Egypt the natonal stroggle -

—_ m - ’ . "- » h .
would have replaced the 1936 Anglmm
Treaty. Meanwhile, civil disturbances pe-

riodically in most of the country’s major cities and.

towns calling for i , Ine leading
to the downfzll of opne: aud the formia-
tion of another, each of which it might suc-

Thus when Al-Ahram announced on its banneér .
ofJanmrylG,-M_dm_IanAng_io-It_aqlmxy B
had been signed the previous day iz Portsmouth, .
inciuded in the coverage of the event was 2 Re- .
rers analysis describing the treafy.as a model to
be émulated in the Egypt ; :

On January 18, in
page, Al-Akram’s special comrespa
don revealed

lead story-of the front .

i treaty establishes a preced ¢ fol.
hlr?;dbymuesmththeothamofﬂ:e
LﬁddleEnsLandisamoddfnt-momuegumm-.--
follow.” Laser in his story, AlAkram’s cor-

respondent added: “Top officials in the British . battlefield,
vernment i ﬂmoil;_isposs_iblemper_su_ader_-__

Britain's policy n

Arsb treaties can be erected on the ruins £

* estipe. Al-Ahram’s special comespondent in
.dud : “Informed circles here say that Iragi

of the old policy.” N
In anticipation of the end of Mandate rule in.
May, Britzin was trying hard, during the first two’
months of 1948, to reach 4, s with the -
Arab countries that would bind them in o what -

- you leave and they

- . ner of the issue for Janmary 18 mvealed tha

]

ndent in Lon- . 1o
that sources close fo the Buitish

Homlgmms 'iuKnmmonnotfarmypmﬁnmns.
., 1 put my clothes on and, according to Dr Freif's

instroctions, horried o Villa Manrice, just across -

the street from Hotel Semiramis, 0 help the
fnm_w:dg-lhqwonn@d.'m;:mmﬁngof
Hotel Semiramis was completely destroyed. It
was nothing but a heap of rubble. In spite of the
‘pouring rain and bifter cold a large crowd had
gathered at the scene All faces were drawn and
_pale with sadness apd fory, Women wept and
men muttered curses.

scldiers from the Arab Legi

for g
he - self and his' neighbonrhood By nightfall five
. Arab soldiers had arrived at the copsulate and we

all sighed with relief as these are more effective

in_ - than 30 men of our own. - )
.. .All day long you conid sce people camying

their befongings and moving fromi their houses to

safer opes in Katamon or w another quarter alio-

gether. They. reminded ns of pictres we used to

see of Eurcpead refugees dueing the war. People
imply panic-stricken. The. rumonr

t by the Jews saying

.that they would make out of Katamon one heap

- of robble. Whenever we saw people moving

away we tried to encourage them to stay. We
would tell them: “You ought to be ashamed to
Teave. Thisuilsajust-wbalthelews want yoa to do;

.occupy your hozses and then,

_ i " :one day you will find that Katamon has become

ped by  another Jewish quarter!”
shook the house. This explosion was followed by
shots that sounded so near we had to leave oor
beds and creep to the corridor bear the bathroom

* Around. half past five, when it had become
. dark, all the young men, girls, children and even
» some of the women of our neighbourhood began

up the barriers at both ends of our streer.

preparations were underway in London for draft-
- mg treaties similar 10 the Anglo-Iragi treaty with

- Sandi Arabia, Trans-Jordan and Yemen, Along

resented five of the then seven independent Arab
States which had formed the Arab League in
1945 {the other two being Syria and Lebanon).
The next dey, Al-Ahram’s front page was again
in London

4, bomb targeting Ghandi misses him ot mjures
nine who were with him.” With the exception of
the Ghandi dramma, which was fast approaching is
ic close, and which had béen closely followed
Al-Ahram since the day (January 14) the Ma-
had begun his fast in protest at the sectarian
‘continent, the front page was -almost exclosively

i

‘devoted to matters Palestinian. The main story

dealing with the attack on the Jewish Kibbmz in-

. cluded & statemen by Abdel-Qadir . Al-Hnssein,
- ‘the Jeader of the Arab froops in Palestine. Ac-

“bid meachery.” Hunsseini concluded his statement

by saying “We still need acms and equi

h

- ngdﬂ:edutyoftheMujahdemismﬁghtl fa the

while any other matter is the concen
of the ity.” .

amnti-Zionist sentiments have had a major inflnence
on the escalation of the demonstrations in Bagh-

- 11), ont of respect for the

(1948-1998) 5
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Thursday, January 8th, 1948; Yesterday was
Christmas bz nobody remembered the occasion.
We are far from peace to remember. For the past
few nights we have slept very little. The men siay
vp 4l through the night o keep watch. Thar it
shonld come to this! We never dreami that we
should ever live in such condidons. Everybody
looks pale and tired.

Yesterday in the afternoon Dumia and I passed
by Jeanne Zapheriades and we went together for
a walk inside Zone A (the only availabie safe
place for walks powadays). When we amived
home at abom four, we heard terrific explosions
coming from the direction of the Old City. These
were followed by volleys of shots. Later we
heard the news over the radio and understood
that a larpe bomb was thrown in the square just
ountside Jaffa Gate by J‘:’é WhoA“:bimm ;lx_}ssmg
throogh in a police armoured car. per-
sons ‘were killed and 38 wounded.

Very . eardy this mornimg, we received a tele-

and prophecies

in protest against the new wreaty between Iraq
and Britain™ He continued: “As is well kmown,
some Palestinian Arabs have voiced their rejection
of a new alliance between Irag and Britain at a
time when the Arabs in Palestine are being killed.”
The Al-Ahram comrespondent concluded hjs report
by stasing: “It would seem, to judze by the dem-
onstrations in front of the American installations
in Baghdad, that the [UN] partition resolution has
played a leading role in stimring up feelings.”
On the second page of the same issae of Jan-

‘wary 21, under the headline “An Act of Royal

Generosity™, we read thar “His Majesty the King
[Faronk] expressed the supreme wish that no par-
ties be held or festive decorations be put up on
the cecasion of the Royal Birthday (February
t conditions in
Palestine™, Al-Ahrom commented, “no doubt this
generous royal sentiment will be received with
the greatesi appreciation in Egypt and throughout
the Arab countries. May God keep the Great Fa-
rouk a treasure and bastion of Arabism.”

On January 23 the main story on the front page
camied the official Arabic wexx of the Anglo-Iragi
treaty, while a Rewters report from Baghdad below
the story, headlined “A dangerous Fraqi decision”™
declared that “A statement by the Royal Palace
said that Crown Prince Abdel-El-Ilah had invited a
number of former prime ministers, dignitaries and
represenzatives of the various political parties to
exchange views abomt the new Anglo-Iraqi Trea-
ty™. The report reveals that after five hoors of de-
liberations the meeting concluded that “the new
treaty does not fulfill the national aspirations of
Iraq™ — and the rest is a forgone conclusion.

On January 25 Al-Ahram's hanner blared: “Ira-
i Treaty in the Hands of Fate™, while below the
main story was a UP repori from Damascus, head-
Tmned “Aﬂvosed Arab Chaner bamming Arab
ms_ entainginmagreem;:ism%{

major powers”. According to the report,
formed scurces in Damascus said that the Leb-
anese povernment has proposed to the Sandi King-
dom that an Arb charter preveniing acy Arab
cpmairy from signing a pact with the four major
shovld be sigeed, and that an cavoy car-

Damascus.” The report continued: “jt is common
knowledge that if King Saud answers in the af-
We.melnba?ﬁe:egovmﬂmu
imilar proposal to the Egyptian govesment.™

News of the demonstrations m Irzq continued

“to dominate the front page the following da

y’
while the banner of Janwary 28 annoonced the
resignation of the Iraqi cabinet and the kifling of
dozens of people as the demonstrations drew 1o 2
bloody close. The main banners for Jaouary 29

Not true?

Sir-With reference to the 1945 Ben Gurion quota.
tion in AlAkram Weekly (1-7 Jannary T998, Jeft-
hand top of page 5) concluding “.. we will seitle
our forefathers’-accom with Egypt. Assyfiaand.-
Amm.” I have’ not located. this -quote"in "amy..

look forward to your reply. I would prefer not to
have to record that there was no answer,

Drx Joseph Lerner R

Jernsalem o

m.BmGwimMcmsﬁmnarM@
m_:mm'ble—

and indeed obvious — source: the

Garion, translated by Peretz Kidron, published by
Weidenfeld and Nicolson, London, 1978.

We welcome letiers and contribniions on all
subjects raised, on this page. Letters may be
edited for length and ciarity; they should be
addresmdeAnis.Al-Ahaneekb.
Galaa 8t., Cairo; Fax: +202 587 6089; E-mail:
w_eekh@ahramm.eg
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phone call from Uncle Jaleel Abdo who told ns
the sad news of his sister’s death yesterday eve-
ning as a result of wounds received in the explo-
sion. What fate! She had 10 die this way on
Christmas day. At about a quarter to eight both
my uancles, Tata and Aunt Melia lefi for the Old
City to attend ber fimeral.

At zbout one o’clock this afternoon we began
10 hear swong ing fromn somewhere near the
Old City, but we could not tell exactly where. It
continued all through the afternoon and into the
night. At about three in the afternoon, Aunt Me-
Ha called up to say that she, Tata and my uncles
are going to reman in the Old City for the night
as it is impossible for anyone to use the road
leading to Katamon and Upper Baq'a as it passes
between Montefiori and Nabi Daoud, and these
are the quarters that are exchanging fire continn-
ously. All cars have stopped running along this
road and Katamon is temporarily and panly cut
off from the Oid City.

announced “End of bloody demonstrations in
Iraq”, “Call for the formaton of a government
representative of the people”, and “Participation
of 300,000 Iragis in a procession mourning those
who were killed during the demonstrations™.

On January 30 the banner camied the news
that the task of forming a new cabinet had been
entrusted to the Shi'te leader Al-Sayed Mohkamed
Al-Sadr, over an interview with bim in which Al-
Sadr said that his main concern was with “the na-
tional feelings of the Iraqi nation and the Arab in-
terest, as well as with the future of the Arabs m
the light of developments in the world arena.”

On the same from page of Janoary 30, Al
Ahram's correspondent in London filed a report
10 the effect that a “top British official, who is a
well informed source on Iragi affairs, said that
the recent crisis in Iraq could be attributed 10 two
factors. First, the question of Palestine, which
every Iraqi perceives to be an Iragi question. Sec-
ond, the mishandling of the situation by the Iragi
delegarion in London, as well as by the Iragi au-
thorities inside Irag, who showed weakness
dealing with the psychology of the mob.”

ney was an adventure that cannot he forgomnen.
Some of the day students had o stay in school entil

5 o'clock in the afiernoon when the buses resumed

their mips and it was somewhat safe toride inthem,

Thursday, February 12th, 1948: Had it not bezn
for the frequent firing and loud explosions that we
hear night and day. our daily life would have been
unbearably monotopous. Exactly the same things
happen every day: 1 go to school in the morning,
come back for lnnch at one, the Sfeirs, Tata and
uncles come in the afternoon and stay antl six
when they go home to have supper. They are back
at about 2 past seven. We talk about the
same things, make the same kind of jokes, ll it is
newstime at gine o'clock. After the news we all
disperse and so to bed. I'm afraid this is going 1o
fead us into nervous breakdowns sooner or later.
At abom half past eight in the evening we were
all sitting around the fire in cur dining room and 1
was saying: “I feel we're going to have a quiet
evening™, when we heard a Joud explosion. It was
followed by heavy firing which sounded so near
we had to switch off the light and hury to a safer
place in the house. George Sfeir turmed on the ra-
dio and we spent an exciting half hour listening to
the messages which were exchanged by the police
and the various armoured cars.
After it had calmed down somewhat, I said: I
don’t think there’ll be another attack tonight, do
you”T" Everybody agreed that it was improbable.
We wene mistaken bowever, for about three in
the moming we were awakened by loud explo-
sions, seventeen of them, two of which were as
loud as that of the Semiramis Hotel.

Al-Ahram's comrespondent ended his
saying that the British official “threatened that f
Arab officials did not act firmly then the whole
Middle East will tum inte an inextricable prob-
lem over the coming few months, becavse of the
question of Palestine, and cooperation berween
the Arabs and Britain may falf viclim to that de-
cline™ — prophetic words if ever there were.

When the pews that the Mabhatma Ghandi had
been assassinated while on his way 1o pray for
peace was announced the following day, it resonat-
ed with a fonereal tone encompassing far more than
the death of one man in Indta. As violence con-
tmued to escalzte in Palestine, the news of Ghandi's
murder annowced on the banner of the front page
of Al-ARram of 1 February sounded like a requiem
for all the great hopes of decolonisation. Those few
months following the end of the Second World
War, when India was the model looked 10 by all the
peoples of the imaperial colonies as they tried to In-
vent or imagine a pew independent fature for them-
selves, seemed to have been buried alongside the
man who more than anybody else incamnated the
ideals of tolerance and peace.

1- Account Managers:

account executives.
2- Account Executlives:

ability to work under stress.

impaositioning.

(5-7 years experience).

SOme pre-press chores.

160, 26th of July St., Agouza
or fax CVs to 3440201

A new marketing, pre-press and press services company is
seeking to fill the following posts for immediate employment:

Marketing Department

3-5 years experience in a marketing position. Candidates need to be
target-oriented, hardworking and creative with ability to lead a team of

1-2 years experience in a marketing position. Candidates need to be
committed, ambitious, creative, with interpersonal skilis and have the

Candidates for both positions should preferably be business
administration graduates and must have PC proficiency.

Operation Department
1- A qualified Art Director (5 years experience) responsible for
directing and managing a pre-press department.
2- Two Art Designers (2-3 years experience) responsible for
layout designing, typesetting, photo retouching and page

3- A highly qualified Image Setter & Film Processor Operator
5- A Technical Print Shop Operator (7-10 years experience).

Pre-press experience is an asset.
6- A Print Shop Assistant responsible for plate imaging and

Qualified candidates should mail their CVs to:
Attention: Orascom, Marketing Department, 3rd floor

No later than 19 February 1998
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As tension mounts
once more in the
Gulf, Galal Nassar
analyses the
implications of the

The military cooperation agreemem
signed beiween Turkev and Israel on
23 February 1996 should not have
come a8 a surprise 10 observers of the
history of Turkish-Isracli relations.
Turkey was the ficst Islamic nation to
recognise the state af israel in 1949,

and the two countries established full recent
diP'lomnl.ic relutons in 1952, In the - -
mid-iiftes. the notion of a Middle- Turkish-Israeli

Eastern security framework com-
prising Turkey and Israel was frst
mooted. only to meet with vehement
Arab opposition. Turkey then moved
to exclude Israel and include Irag in
the security scheme, which ultimately
gave rise o the Bashdad Pact. com-
prising Turkey, Britain. Iraq and Paki-
slan.

In 1958. the mounting imperms of the
Arah nationalisi movement, epitomised
in the creation of the United Arab Re-
public uniting Syria and Egvpt and in
the Imgi revolution led by Abdel-
Karim Qassem. led to the collapse of
the Baghdad Pact. In response. then
Prime Minister of [smael David Ben
Gurion initiated a policy of rapproche-
ment with Turkey. Iran and Ethiopia.
the countries which surmounded those
Arab countrics that bordered on [srael.
The so-called “"Countries of the Rim
Charter™ provided for the highest lev-
els of political. economic. technolog-
ical and military cooperation between
Turkey and Israel that had been scen
up to that point.

In the mid-sixties. Turkey shifted its
stance toward the Arab-Isracli conflict
In the period leading up to the June
1967 War. it supported the Egvptian
position in closing the Guif of Agaba
o Israeli ships. Following the war,
Turkey supported UN Seeurity Councid
Resoludon 242, calling tor the with-
drawal of Israeli forces from the ter-
rifories thev had occupied and af-
firming the right of all nadons in the
region W exist within secure and rec-
ognised boundaries. Al the same time.
however, the Turkish government took
pains to maintain relations with Isracl.

With the Arab victory in the Qetober
1973 War. Turkey discovered that it
was in its interests [0 strengthen its re-
lations with the Arab world. In 1975, it
recognised the PLO as the sole leginimate repre-
sentative of the Palestinian people. It also sup-
ported the UN resolution supporting the Arab
cause and Arab rights. and. in November 1977, it
voted in favour of the UN General Assembly res-
olution tha Zionism is a form of racism. This
shift in Turkish policy was largely dictated by
Turkey's ambitions to open up the markets of the
wealthy Arab oil-producing nations to Turkish
products.

Turkey's polivy of mapprochement with the
Arab world contnued throughout the 1980s. In
1930 the Turkish government lodged a vehement
protest against Israel’s decision to annex East Je-
rusalem and declare Jerusalem the undivided
capital of Israel. In June of the following year. it
condemned the Israell bombing of the Iragi nu-
¢clear reactor and later in Deceraber it refused to
recognise  Israel’s annexatdon of the Golan
Heights. Turkey recognised the Palestinian state
when it was first declared by the Palestinian Na-
tonal Council in Algeria in November 1988. and
foudly condemned the brutality of Ismeli re-
pression during the Intifada

In spite of this shift in policy. Turkish-Israeli
refations in the 19803 underwemt several im-
portamt positive developments. The two countries
strengthened their cooperation in combating er-
rorism when, in the wake of their invasion of
Lebanon in 1682, the Israeli government pro-
duced documents indicating links between vari-
ouys Palestinian organisations and  unt-
government groups in Turkey. Also during this
period. the Turkish government arranged for the
immigration of 30.000 Iranian Jews to Israel. In
1987. Twkish Prime Minister Turgot Urzal pro-
posed a massive regional project to supply water
o the countries of the eastern Arab world as 2
means to stimulate peace in the region. The so-
called “Waters of Peace Project™ had originally
been conceived by Istael.

Following the second Gulf War, new geo-
strategic considerations brought about anather
shift in Turkey's foreign policy. When Turkey
joined the international alliance to liberate Ku-
wait. Prime Minrister Turgot Urzal announced.
“Irag is going to lose this barde and Turkey must
stand with the winning side in order to emerge
the stronger when the Kuwaiti crisis is over.”
With the effective removal of Iraq from the re-
gional balance of forces and the relative weak-
ness of Iran at the time, Urzal began 1o dream of
reviving the Onoman hegemony. He pressed for
the “return” of Mosul and Kirkuk and the parti-
tion of [raq into three states — Arab, Kurdish
and Turkish. .

In 1991. the Turkish sovernment intcrpreted
the Madrid peace conference as a signal 1o step
up its relations with Israel. The conference was
followed by z spate of official visiis beiween the
two countries, Then. in 1993 Israel and Turkey
signed an agregment 1o conduct Joint military
training exercises the following year and a secret
security pact to promole bilateral cooperaion in
the field of intelligence.

The Oslo Accords of 1994 removed any last
reservarions on the part of the Turkish govern-
ment about promating its relations with Israel. In
November 1994 Prime Minister Tensu Ciller
made the first official visit by a Turkish head of
state to Israel. during which she 'r;:ermd to the
“straregic nership”™ between twa coun-
tries. Tg}:e vI?:iI:was followed by another at the be-
ginning of 1995 during which the Turkish and Is-
racli primne ministers signed several military and

unty agTecmenis. .
sc’fggﬁty :;w a major qualitative escalalion in
Turkish-Israeli relations. In February of that
vear, the Turkish deputy general chief of siaff
and the director of the Israeli Ministry of De-
fence signed a military waining poct. According
to the agreement. both sides are enttled. joindy
or independently. to use Turkish air space (o °°I“'_
duct air force training manoeuvres. [t also calls
for the exchange of information and experuse in
the Geld of air force training and, more sig-
nificantly. gives Ismeli aircraft permission [0 use
Turkish air bases. The agrecment dlso eavisages

military manoeuvres
for the strategic
future of the region

exchange visits between naval units. naval patrol
operations in the eastern Mediterranean and an-
nual joint naval manoeuvres in which American
units are also to panicipaie. In addition. the
agreenient afso stipufares that fsraeli expertise
will be used in restructuring and urming Turkish
land forces. and in reorganising and augmenting
the fire power of its mechanised infaniry and its
anti-12nk missile forces.

The pact also regulates the exchange of re-
gional sirategic intelligence obtained by the two
countries. Israel is w provide Turkey with in-
formation from its spy sateililes and with sat-
ellite intelligence obtained by Israel through its
strategic cooperation accord with the US. In ex-
change. Turkey has pledged to provide Isracl
with any information at its disposal concerning
the acuvities of Palestinian groups, and par-
tcularly Islamist groups still commitied lo armed
struggle against Isroel. These inciude Hanvas and
Islamic Jibad as well as Hizbullah in Lebanon.

The agreement Further entides lsrazl to es-
tablish electronic warfare land bases in Turkey.
equipped with surveillance. jamming and radar
equipment. ln addition to obtaining in-
formatton, these electronic surveillance bases
are intended to emit early waming signals and
to help locate Synan radar and military control
centres. In a second phase. Israel is to help Tur-
kev complete its electronic surveillance net-
work 50 as o enable Turkey to monitor military
build-up along jts borders with Svria. Iraq and
Iran. Israel is also 1o place satellive and other
electronic imelligence at the disposal of the
Turkish army 1o assist it in combating Kurdi-
stan Labour Party insurzents.

Cooperation in military training. according o
the agreement. calls for complete coordinarion in
all aspects of plunning. training and military
preparation. the exchange of expertise and in-
formation on military training; educational ex-
changes. exchanges between military delegations
&> observe the manoeuvres: and the exchange of
military documentary films. On the industrial
level. Israel will modify 137 F-5 fighters and 135
F- fighters in order to mansform them into
Phantom 2000s. Israel will also equip the Turk-
ish TRAC 2A and 2B frigates with Ismeli Barak
shor-range surface-lo-air missiles: furnish the
Turkish air force with equipment for pilotless
aircraft: establish a company 10 manufucture [s-
raeli anti-ballistic tpissiles to counter Syrian, Ira-
gi and Imanian anacks: and study the feasibility of
establishing joint production of the sraell Arrow
missile. -

The Israeli-Turkish-American manoeuvres
must be seen in a pumber of contexts. They are,
of course, intrinsically connected to the dead-
locked Arab-Israeli peace process. now stalled
on all its bilateral and muldlateral tracks. They
are also an escalation of the Israeli response 1o
Syria’s increasing military capacities. particular-
ly in the realm of ballistic missiles, now
equipped with chemical warheads. and to her at-
tempts to conclude an agreement with the Rus-
sian Federation 1o construct a nuclear reactor. In
addition. the manoeuvres are a reaction 1o Syvr-
ia's suppon for the Hizbullah in southern Leb-
anon and to soralegic cooperation berween Syria
and Iran, which is on the point of obtaining bai-
listic missiles and non-traditonal weaponry ca-
pable of threaiening Isreli terricory. Syvia and
Iran have also sought to bring Trag and other
Arab countries into an anti-Isrueli alliance.

Turkish-Isreti military vooperadon is also a
part of Israel’s drive to strengthen strategic coop-
eraton with non-Arab powers in the region, not-
ably Erimea and Ethiopia, This drive constitutes

of the cumrent Israeli government’s strategy
io redraw the political, sttuegic and economic
map of the region in Isruel’s favour and, at the
same Lime. 10 bolster its kev stauy in American
stralegy towards the Middie Easi and udjacent re-
gions {Central Asia and the Horn of Africa),

Turkey has recently sought w0 improve re-
lutions with the Arsb world. particufarly Egvpt
and the Guli countries. which had deteriorated
due to its celations with Israel. Neverntheless, all

the signs stll point to growing strategic coop-
eration between Turkey and [srael. The past three
months have seen an intensificadon of meedngs
between security officials of both countries for
the purposes of exchanging information and dis-
cussing their assessments of threats ro their re-
spective interests in the region. Officials from
both countries have repeatedly issuzd staterments
reaffirming the strength of the strategic coop-
eration between Israel and Turkey. In addition,
during the visit of the Israeli minister of defence
to Ankara, which coincided with the opering of
the Islamic summit conference in Tehran. both
sides announced that they rejected the statemem
issued by the summit condemning any Istamic
nation that cooperated with Israel.

Various provisions of the Turkish-Israeli mil-
itary cooperation agreement have recently been
implemented. During his recent visit to Ankara,
the Israeli defence minister inaugurated an
cavesdropping station set up in Turkey for mon-
itoring muilitary movements in northern Syria
and in Irag. The exchange of sawellite in-
telligence started following the visit of Turkish
officials to the Israell satellite centre. Israel has
begun up-dating and modifying Turkish aircraft
and other joint armament programmes have
been put into effect. Meanwhile. Turkey has
stepped up its incursions into northern Iraq. hav-
ing availed itself of intelligence provided by [s-
rag] and the US.

The Israeli-Turkish manoeuvres must also be
sesn against the background of increasing US-
Israeli strategic cooperation. The US has made
some effort 10 exert pressure on the Israeli lead-
ership to revive the peace process, pamicularly on
the Palestinian mack. Yetr Washington continues
to demonstrate unqualified support for [srael
through unprecedented levels of strategic coop-
eration. Frequent visits of Isrueli military and se-
curity officials to Washington. constant com-
munication between the Israeli and US ministers
of defence, and repeated affirmations by US of-
ficials of America’s commitment to Ismael's se-
curity and to its qualitative military and strategic
superiority bear witness to this fact.

In addition, American forces have been de-
ployed in the Negev. where Joint Israeli-US ma-
nocuvres were conducted to coincide with the lat-
est US-Iraq crisis. The US secretary of defence
announced recenty that the Israeli nuclear arsen-
af does not pose a threal (o American interests or
to those of its allies. The F-15 I aircraft pact has
moved into operation and the first consignment
arrived in January, piloted by a joint Isroeli-
American team. In addition to supplyving the
Hayilz and-missile system with American msn-
ufactured radars, Congress also recently ap-
proved a bill to increase allocations For the Nau-
tilus ani-Katoucha missile system. More
recentlv. the US furnished the lsraali land forces
with Millers artillery missiles.

The Israefi-Turkish military agreement must
also be seen against the broader background of
developments in the Arab world, The Arab coun-
tries” insistence that Israel must abide by the
principles of the peace process and the agree-
ments that have been signed to date, in conjune-
tion with the Lebanese resistance actions against
Isragli occupation forces in southemn Lebanon.
have combined 1o build up pressure on the Israeli
leadership. Simultaneously. the growing tide of
Arab solidarity and cooperation has proved ef-
fective. not only in strengthening regional ec-
onomic bonds, but in supporting the Arab parties
in the peace process. in furthering the drive o
bring other international parties. notably Russia
and the EU. into the peace process in order to
offset America’s one-sided sponsorship, and in
staving off military action against lrag and the
partition of Iraqi territory,

Tangible manifestalions of this irend were the
recent Arab boycon of the Doha evonomic sum-
mit conference, the success of the Arab countries
in securing the passage of the UN General As-
sembly resollur.ions condemning the [sraeli settle-
ment drive in the Occupied Termitories and call-
ing for the eliminution of all weapons of mass

-_exeh'ci,se,for reporters

destruction from the Middle East; and the suc-

cess of Egyptian-led efforts to consolidate the

truce in Somalia. Another significant regional de-

velopment has been Tran's success in fighting off

US pressures ta isolate it internationally and re-

gionally, while contnuing with the imple-

mentation of its military development pro-
me.

As for Turkey. Turkish-Greek teusions over the
Aegean and Cyprus as well as the pant that
Greece plays in obstructing Turkey's accepiance
into the EU have also constituted factors im-
parting additional impetus o Turkey's decision
to step ap military cooperation with Iscael.

It seems likely that Turkish-Israeli relations
will continue on their present trajectory. not only
for the reasons given above. but also to a great
extent because of their shared belief in a common
enemy beyond the borders of both countries. Syr-
ia has never conceded the Turkish aanexation of
the border zone of Al-fskandarona, while Israel
continues to occupy the Syrian Golan Heights.
Water has been a crucial cause of acrimony be-
tween Syria and both [srael and Turkey. Turkey
controls the sources of the Tigris and Enphrates
and its large water projects threaten Syrian water
security. while Israeli occupaton of the Golan
enzbles it o dominate the sources of the Jordan.

Both Turkey and Israel consider Syria. as well
as Iraq, immediate enemies and hold that both
countries foster terrorism. Israel accuses Syria of
complicity with Hizbullah elements in southern
Lebanon while Turkey accuses both Syria and
Iran of harbouring the insurgent Kurdistan Work-
ers Party, Turkey and Israel are also alarmed by
Russian arms deals with Syria, Iraq and Iran and
are actively seeking to obstruct any attempt on
the part of Iraq and Iran 10 build up a noo-
traditional arsenal. :

Israel and Turkey share a similar colonialist
mentality and aspirations to regional hegemony.
Israel is intent upon retaining direct control over
the West Bank and Gaza, while Turkey maintains
its support for the northern Cypriot Turks. And
since the collapse of the Soviet Union, Turkey
has emerged. along with Isteel, as a major re-
giocpal power in the Middle East. Another sim-
itariry that breeds like-thinking is the presence of
large minorities in both countries. Turkey has fre-
quently been called to account for its actions
againsi the Kurds who make up approximately a
quarter of its population. while Israel has come
under increasing international scrutiny for iis hu-
man rights abuses against the Palestinians.

The Turkish-Israeli manoeuvres. aiready pro-
vocative in themselves. could not have taken
place al = more sensitive time, given the prev-
alem tensions in the region. True, the participants
in the manoeuvres — the US, Israel and Turkey
— took pains to affirm that their joint exercises
were not directed at any particular party, stress-
Ing. moreover. that they would not be including
combat manoeuvres. indeed the non-rilitary
sounding name — “Mermaid™ — appears to have
been intentionally chosen to placate the many
countries that had voiced protests. which in-
cludes Egypt, Syria, Iraq. Lebanon. Libya. fran
and Russta. Nevertheless. the question these ma-
nocuvres pose 208 beyond their declared sims 1o
the very heart of the secret cooperation pact be-
tween Turkey and Israel. Given the content of the
contractual obligations binding the military es-
tablishments of these two countries, there can be
no doubt thut the level of military-technological
cooperation is thai of a stratesic alliance that
threatens to upset the halance of powers and prej-
udice the Interests of other nalions in the region.

Perbaps it is the set of agreements signed in
May 1996 that bears the most ominous implica-
uons for Arb national security, These agree-
ments address three primary areas of coop-
craton: firstly. the creation of a joint strategic
affairs working group. which can’ be joined by
Jordan a1 a later stage if it wishes (Which ex-
plains why Jordan was the only Arab state io
send observers 10 the manoeuvres); secondly, full
cooperaiton In the fields of intelligence and se-
cunty devices; and. thirdly, training the Turkish

" missile; lsraelfi Brigadier-General
- Yedidia Ya'arl mapping out the

key

army in how to conduct 2 war of
atrition against the Kurds.

in additon to the establishmen:
of Ismeli electronic surverllance
stations along the Turkish borders
with Syrda, Irg and lIran. the
agreemenis also provide for the ex.
pansion of Israeli intelligence ac-
tivities from the Mossad base in Is-
tanbul. One area of Messad
activities has been 10 create a spy
network airaed at intelligence gath-
ering and reconnaissance in Syria
Because the agents in this erwork
are so difficult to deteci, Syria has
refused 1o grant enfazcs permits o
Turkish drivers of petrolewn lor-
ries. Turkey has responded in kind.

The most dangerous aspect of
these agreements is that they grant
the Israeli air forces’ access o
Turkish airspace. They have there-
fore enabled Israe! lo regain the
manoeuvring space it lost when the
Sinai was retumed w Egvpt and
thus provide them with a theatre of
operations roughly equivalemt to
that of Syria. [raq and [ran. More-
over. the agreemems pmndc for
the stationing of fighter pianes o
one of the Turkish front-line air
hases, in close proximity w the
Syrian. Iraqi and Lranjan borders,
allowing for extremely rapid air
penetration of these countries.

This last elemeni. above all.
means that the Arabs are fﬂEE_d
here with a fully-fledged strategic
defence alliance. comprising a
broad range of areas of military
and technical cooperation and co-
ordination. Nor can thev eliminate
the eventual possibility of coop-
eration between the respective land
forces. which may initally occur
through the mutual observation of
manoeuvres. All this has been pub-
licly endorsed by the US. which in
itself is an ominous token of the
objectives of this alliance. in which
the exchange of experise. the uni-
fication of naval and air combat
tactics apd the wzining of com-
mand wnits in strategic planning

- - and coordination are imtended to

" enable the militarv forces of these
countries w0 accomplish military assignments
with the highest degree of efficacy.

As such, the Turkish-istaeli manoeuvres are
one of the methods adopted by the US to es-
tablish an alliance similar to the military alliance
promoted by US Secretary of State Foster-Dulles
m the 1950s. However. in this case the objective
is no longer to coontain the Soviet Union and pre-
vent it from reaching Arab oil sources. but rather
to create a new version of NATO. built around
the two raost militarily powerful states in the re-
gion, in order to reconfigure the map of the Mid-
dle East

Certainly Washington has found in the current
climate in the region some compensation for the
loss of the “enemy™ against which 1t had invested
half a cenmury of military build-up. In other
wonds, the US is attempting to generate a Cold
War atmosphere in the Middle East and invest its
allies, such as Israel and Turkey. with the capac-
ities (o conduct that war on its behalf. Naturally.
the US anticipates that the Arab and Islamic na-
tons which feel threatened by this alliance will
rush to create a joint defence pact to counter it.

_ In spite of the relatively limited scale of the
Jjomt US-Israeli-Turkish naval manoeuvres, the
first of their kind, their iming. wogether with Jor-
dan’s participation as an observer, has several
ramifications. Firstly. they constitue a funda-
mental step towands implementing the US s strai-
egy io creaie a naval/air power. comprising Israsl
and Turkey, that will have the capacity 10 dom-
inate the eastern Mediterranean. In chis
these manosuvres constitute another link in the
developroent of a joint training programme be-
tween the four countries aimed al sirengthening
their strategic cooperation. Turkey and Israel
constityte the comerstones of this' programme,
while Jordan is 10 serve as Israel's gateway to the
Arab Gulf. Thus the region also recently saw the
Turkish-Israeli air force manoeuvres of 1-5 Sep-
tember 1997 in Israel, joint Israeli-Jordanian na-
val manoeuvres in the Gulf of Agaba. and joint
gni-mcedma'lll' n?-hqxrﬁir;%“dexemises. in addition to
ar sh-Jordanian mili coop-
eration. tlitary
. While the parteers are attempting 1o convey the
impression of good will, under c%wer of c:!::ch-
words such as “openness” and “‘confidence build-
ing™. in effect these manoceuvres are intended to
gauge the intensity of reactions in the Asab/
Islamic world and to determine how they might
affect US, Isreli and Turkish interests. In a sim-
ilar vein, Jordan took pains to stress that jts par-
Lcipation was [a response to an invitation From
Turkey, oot from Israel, and that its observers
were posted 10 Tuorkish, nor Isracli. ships. Nev-
crtheless, Jordan continues to develop coop-
erative relations with Istael in various domains in
order 1o garmer additiona! American economic,
military and potitical support,

The reactions to the manceuvres, 1o date, also-

have important implications. That these reactions
in the Arab/Islamic world have been confined to
verbal criticism, however vebement, suggests
that the scope of joint miitary training will con-
tinue to expaud in the near future, since the coua-
tries involved in these exercises would not per-
ceive in these criticisms an immediate threat 1o
their interests. Meanwhile, for the moment it ap-
pears that the Arabs cannot fook to Europe for
support in this mater, a3 Europe's relatively ap-
athetic reaction indicates its unwillingness to take
4 stance that might be detrimental 10 its own stra-
legic t|'.;:es with the US.

At the same time, the divisive climate gener-
ated by the manoeuvres may well serve the inter-

ests of other parties. Russiz, for example, is. k- -

ing advantage of the oppormwity o  restore
relations with various coungies 3 the region.
Iran meanwhile continues to exploit America's
backing for Israel to further its strategy of rap-
gt;o;_:her_ncnt \nl.:ith the Arab world and to bolster
its foreign policy objectives in which rejection of
peaqcmth!sraalisﬁnkedmitsplansjet?rﬂis-
i:m;dn.aung_n:lml_lslamm' ideology in the Amb
vorid, partic among its nei ing na-
tions — not lmst,%'urkey,g tis nelghbourlas =2

A
P

u

‘.

[T

s

Y

i

"

’ . .
)




-

" Tony Blairs

12- I8 Februsry 1998

American dream

The precise nature of the relationship between Blair's Britain and
Clinton s_Ameﬁca matters almost as muich as that between Clinton
and Monica Lewinsky, writes Gavin Bowd

With British . Prime Minister Tony Blair's
f'g:-&y ws:_tﬂwith US President Bill Clin-
refationship between Britain
andﬂJeUgseemsmbevmyspeda!again..
Only récently, Britsin appeared 1o be left
high and dry t the New World Order — a
small island state whose furare 1zy with Eo-
rope, while its big American ally looked to
new such as the Pscific Rim,
scandal have made Clinton’s Brit-

nicagate :
ish centre-left buddy ap essential ally for the

president. Blair was received as if he were

tion against Iraq. Blair was also a young,

Blair also had much to gain from such.a
visit. Blair is in love with the idea of him-
self as a strong leader, like Margaret
Thatcher. He needs a good war to erase. for-
ever the image of ‘Old Labom® defeatism,

pacifism and unilateralism. Together, the '

Democrat Clinton and the New Labour Blair
were 0 show the world that the centre left
would “kick ban™ too. With their threars

against Clinton was taking on the di-
mensions m‘h i a notorions
womapiser) air’s press sacretary, An-
drew Cempbell, promoted comparisons- be-
ton Chuwrchill — saying that Saddam’s
dispute with UN weapons inspectors was on
the same level as the rise of Hitler.

-The four-day political love-in ar the White
House also showed the extent to which Blair
bas' Americanised the Labour Party and is
g&munmdﬂﬁsasawhole.mmelast
election, New Laboor adopted the Dem-
ocratic ign strategy: promotion of a

“presidential” leader; emphasis on image

over message, with policies, if any, being
led by opinion surveys. .

Since his election, Blair is trying to imple-
ment a Democrat agenda: welfare to work;
ax credits for the poor; a ‘flexible” labour

morally

- ‘Prince of Darkness’, Peter Mandelson, has
. gone o Disncyland to get ideas of what to
-+ put nto the Milleaniora Dome — the foture
. bome of Britain’s Javish year 2000 celebra-

i

But this meeting of minds with America is
not unopposed. If the threat against Iraq is
supported by the other political parties, it
has been strongly attacked by left-wing La-
boor MPs. For Tony Bepn, Britain and the
US “are not the mternational community™
and shonld not act withont the agreement of
the UN. For. fellow MP Tam Dalyell, mil-
itary action would be upjustified and ex-
tremely dangerous. He told Al-Ahram Week-

British Prime Minister Tony Blair (phofo: Reuter)

Iy that “there can be no guarantee, however
hi-tech the weaponry, thal some missiles
wotld oot go off course or fall shon. I'in
quite certain that among the targets will be
sensitive installations located near Karbala.
If one of those beautiful mosques wers so
much as damaged, the result would be that
Briish Consulate offices throughom the
Middle East would be in grem danger of go-
ing up in flames. The risks military action
woulkl bring us in the Arab world are for-
midable.”

The visit to Washington may spell the be-
ginning of a series of humiliations for Tony
Blair. Unlike Churchill, who “siood alone™
against a much more sinister threat, today's
British prime minister is following US for-
eign policy and offering it modest military
support. If anything, in the past week, Blair
has served as a homan shield helping Clin-

ton dodge questions about “Monicagare’.
Their final press confersnce demonsirated
the failure of this tactic: no guestions were
asked of Blair — even though Clinton tried
1o divent discussion ento their common pol-
icy on Iraq. Insiead. in u frightening re-
fection of the prurience und shallowness of
the LS public, 70 per cent of questions were
concerning doubts abomt Clinton™s honesty
over his relationship with Manicu Lewinsky.

Tony Blair has made a double gamble on
his special relationship with the LS. He may
soon find himsell in an armed conflict with
po sure alliances znd no clear war aim,
which will destrov British intzrests in the
Arab world (and, ironically. promote the in-
fluence of the very old-style left-wing gov-
emment in France). Blair may also be hoist
by his own petard if Clinton’s honesty is un-
dermined by the facts.

Bill, Bibi and

Many Arabs asked this quession: - | /T2 Seem easy to

openly — .
icans, albejt _Iess_ openly — when

the new and most-deyastating-yet.
‘sex scandg nvolviag the Agér.

ican president*and former intesn
Monica Lewinsky broke out just

as Prime Minister Binyanrin Ne-

tanyahu arrived in Washington
last month for the most crucial
and difficult peace talks since the
fall of the Labour Party in the Is-
racli elections. Bat when a vis-
iting Arab jommalist addressed the
sam¢ question to an Argerican of-
ficial, be got a terse answer: “T am
sorry, bot you are just doing what
most Arabs do. Yor are trying to
find an easy explanation for a
complex sitoation, by taking ref-
uge in conspiracy theory!” .
That, of course, was not 2 very
good or a very polite answer to 2
tead to lend credence to his ac-
cusation. Indeed our expesience
with the West, panicularly since
the Sykes-Picot Agrecment, and
la:er:;;hlsmel. X oﬂyﬁ
deepe onr suspicions tow
the others. But are_wel:heonl¥
conspiracy theory
According to Newsweek, popular
belief in conspiracies has been
growing among Americans; and
according to a survey published
by George i
quarters of Americans even “be-
lieve that the government IS M-
volved ip a conspiracy.”

After all, it is not we Ambs who
first cried “ iracy” when the
new sex threateised, as it

was reported - mechanically, to
have the President impeached. It
was his wife, Hillary, who spoke
first — and quite articulately —
of “a vast right-wing conspiracy”
against her busband. She, of
course, may bave her own rea-
sons. Few presidents have evoked
so much-hatred among the wmsh-
moming ranks of the political and
religions conservatves. - But ' the
timing of the new scandal has not
Elayedasbigamleinherulcﬂa-
fions as it did in those of some
Arabs. Why is that?

Let met explain the arguments
of those Arabs who have been led
to think along the lines of con-
spiracy, as J have come to know

them throogh extedsive dis-

cussions. It is a well-known fact
that President Clinton is Istael's
most loyal friend and its greatest
admirer. American and Israeli
Jews ‘agree on this. Morsover,
very few people would question
that thanks 1o the Oslo agreement,
the peace process was progressing
well, up wnil the moment when
Rabin, the first Israeli prime mn-
ister to have a vision of Pal-
estinians a0d Israchs l!vV;lng 5@;
but cooperabvely,-
:sl:la};sinated by a Jewish funda-
mentalise. Shortly afterwards, four
suicide .bombings by funds-
mentalist Palestioians took a

feavy toll of Isracli lives. These
twov;egaﬁves were bound 1o pro-
duce an equally negative result,

~Netanyahu's talks with -
. Clinton should coincide

- sex Scandal. But is it?
Mohamed Wahby

Some of us do .

magazine, three- .

dismiss speculation as
to the reasons why -

with the outbreak of the
US president’s latest

in Washington asks a

few probing questions  Bill Clinton

BibiN

Israel. While declaring his conver-
sion to the Oslo agreement, the
done "his worst” to subvert it._
How did America ? First,
the Clintor administration tried “to
adﬁalgteimelf to the new simaﬁoi:”.
while gradually trying to involve
Netanyahu mo:I{e and more in the
realities of the simation. But Ne-
tanyahu, relying on the automatic
support of the American Congress,
meanaged instead to bring the
whole peace process to a complete
halt. In jts place, a process of attyi-
don began, not only between Ne-
tanyabn and Arafat, but also be-
tween Netanyahu and Clinton,
who felt that the Isracli prime min-
who suspected nton
worked against him during the Is-
raeli - elections, felt increasingly

.-ibat he could never enjoy the same

clese relationship with the Amer-
jcan President that his predecessor
had. In addition, the way he was
received by . on his first
visit 10 .the US, despite his back-
ground, - him to feel
that be could do without Clinton.

And why uot? Congress itself was

“in hiz. pockef”, as the Israel cor-
respondert of Americap National
Poblic Radio put it a few weeks

Towards the end of 1997, Ne-

the process of attrition, not caly
against Clinton. He seemed 1o
have succeeded in changing ihe
basic terms of refercoce o the

e process, by attempting to re-
pg:e“lahdfo:?eace“nﬂth“pea;e
Fm’ ice” in the case of Syria,
and “peace for security” msﬂ_le

worse, he has managed to get
away with equatiog “pcrsonal_sa-
comity™ - with “patiomal security™.
And even when his own top scour-
ity officials- together with their
Palestinian connterparts and the

US Central .Intelligence Agency
N B :

formulated .a . Security

orandum which provided almost
iron-clad guarantees for the Is-
raclis” pérsonal security, he re-
fused -10 endomse i Arafat’s con-

- tention that Netanyahn was using

secutity “to sabotage the whole

peace’ was by now evident
to-the m presudent.
"Clinton’s frustration with Ne-

vinced that the Israeli prime min-
ister’'s violations of Security
Council resolutions amd inoter-
national agreements have made it
difficult t;%:_ hiﬁ‘ém mll‘i:’bm Arab
Support tary action
against Saddam.

This, and a growing dis-
illosionment among the rank and
file of American Jews with Ne-
tanyahn's policies, enconraged
Clintor to pick wp sofficient cou-
rage to push the US role in the
peace process forward from thar
of an “honest broker™ into that of
an active participant, offering ide-
as and proposals to try and bridge
the widening gaps between the
two sides. Furthermore, Clinton
not only insisted that Israel must
carry oat “a credible and larger™
second redeployment than that
which Netanyahu was offering,
but that it shonld also implement
its commitment to a third re-
deployment before entering the f-
nal status talks.

At this point, the process of at-
trition the two leaders
suddenily erupted inio the open,
with Netanyahu swearing in public
that be would never submit to
American pressure, and Clinton

ing to receive him when he
visited the US last December 1o
address 2 meeting of a Jewish or-
isation in Los Angeles. In fact,
inton had amived at Los An-
geles afrport at the same time as

Netanyaho’s aircraft landed, but

he deliberately ignored him. Then.

when he called Netanyahu and Ar-
afat. together for the most crucial
talks yst last momth. the usval
Imeh and joint press conference
were both scrapped from the
schedule. :
For his part. Netanyahu travelled
10 Washington deflandy, knowing
he had nothing to offer in terms of
redeployment. According to The
New York Times, be instrneted his
office before his departure to con-
tact Jerry Falwell, a leading Amer-
1can Christian fupdamentalist, who
hates Clinton and his policies, and
have him arrange a meeting which
he would address before he met
with Clinton. Falwell, who was
visiting the Philippines at the
tme, and who has published a
book accusing Clinton of dmg
trafficking. among other still more
slanderous accusations, flew back
to Washington where be arranged
the most outrageons rally ever for
a visiting dignitary on the eve of
Nemyahu's mesting with the

_Ammm presidest. Ehud Sprin-

zak, Israel's Jeading expert on the
Israeli Right. told me this was
“even more provocative than if
Clinton had asked for a meeting
in Gazs with the Hamas leader
Shejkh ¥assin on his way 10 meet
Netanyahu in Israel.”

It was against this confronta-
tional background thai the Ne-
tanyahu-Clinton 1alks opened —
and the scandal over Monica Le-
winsky began, accompanied by
“the too hasty calls from some
quarters™ for hiz impeachment.

But for Arab believers in the
contspiracy theory. this was not
the end of the story. Soon there
was more grist for their mill
Monica turned out 1o be Jewish.
She was a child of privileged Bev-
erly Hills, a fact which enabled
her to be placed — or in the con-
spiratorial lingo — “to be plant-
ed”-in the White House as “a sex
bomb™ close ro a president known
for his skill as a detonutor. Tt
turned owt. too, thar the person
who tri the bomb was Lu-
cionne Goldberg, a Jewish pub-
lishing agent. author of AMadame
Cleo's Girls, a novel about three
high-class prostitutes. and who
had worked as a spy for Nixon in-
side George Macgovern’s camp
doring the pre-election campaign

‘in 1972. She admits that she had

been in pursuit of Clinton with a
vengeance. Not only was she
hunting for stories from women
with alleged previous sexual re-
lations with Clinton, but also for
stories Lo support the work of a
major ne:wor'l::pgf conspiracy theo-
rists who believe that the death of
Vincent Foster. a senior aide to
Clinton and a former partner of
Hillary, was a homicide, not i sut-
cide. It was Goldberz who ad-
vised Linda Tripp first to tape Le-
winsky when she confided in her
about her sexual adventures in the
Oval Office, and then o tum the
tapes over to Kenneth Starr. the
special prosecutor. who hus wid-
ened his original investigalion 10
include spying on the mosi in-
timate details of Clinton’s life In
an atempt to incriminate him af-
ter hs suceessive failures to pin
anything on him in relaton to
‘Whitewater. Travelgae and Fos-
ter's homicide, Even Time mag-
azine said, “You don"t have to be
2 conspiracy buff 10 have woubie
with how the Whitcwater in-
vestigation ended up focusing on
the President's pants.™

Starr, the son of a Church of
Christ minister, is religiousiy and

Monica

politically conservative. He owes
his appointment to his present po-
sition. at least in parl, to the vltra-
conservative Senator Jesse Helms.
chairman of the Senate’s Inter-
national Relations Committee. He
was in hot pursuit of the president
even before assuming his present
Jjob. He had considered offering le-
gal help to Panla Jones in her case
of sexual harassment against Clin-
ton, a fact which prompled The
New York Times 1o call for his res-
ignadon as soon as he was ap-
pointed.

It was the Jones case which led
in tum to Monicagate, Lewinsky
was questioned about ber relations
with Clinton and said under oath,
contrary io her iaped conversations
with Tripp. that they were not of a
sexual nature. Later, Starr almost
resigned. not out of any scru-
pulousness on his part, but be-
cause he was tempted to accept the
post of dean of a unmiversity fi-
nanced by the conservative billion-
aire Mellon Scaife, who is a well-
known Clinton baiter.

The alliance between Netanyaho
and the ulma-comservatives was
formally baptised by the Christian
Fondamentalist rallv on the eve of
bis meeting with Clinton. This, to-
gether with the link berween Starr,
“the right wing avenger”. and
Clinton’s enemies. and the central-
ity of Jewish figures in the un-
folding drama. bas provided the
Arab conspiracy buffs with more
than eoough mwaterial to nourish
their imaginations. And when you
point out to them., in an aflempt to
debunk their allegations. that more
than 70 per cent of American Jews
are opposed 10 Netanyahu's pol-
icies. they unswer by pointing to
the widening gulf berween the ma-
jority of American Jews and their
leaders. who have thrown their
weight behind Netanyahu.

Furthermore, they say thal even
if Netanyahu's supporters were not
somehow involved in Monicagaie
in the attempt “10 restrain Clinton’s
recently-acquired leunings towards
a dagree of fairness in the ongoing
Palestinian-Israci  conflict™, they
must have informed the lsraeli
prime mimister, before he arrived
in the States, of what Kenneth
Starr was already investizating on
the basis of the Linda Tripp tapes.
And when you argue that insiead
of restraining Clinton, the new
scandal may have him thrown oot
of the White House, and Israel
may thus lose her most ardent sup-
porter, they are not short of an-
swers., “In the worst case sce-
nario,” they argue back. “he would
be replaced by Vice-President Al
Gore, an even more solid supporter
of lsrael.” They even get camied
away. claiming, “All these calcule-
tions bave enabled Netanyahn 1o
retum 1o Israel as the victor in the
war of atirition against Clinton and
the Palestinians.” And they add,
significamly, “Look, don’t you
read anything into the fact that it
was Ginsburg, Lewinsky's at-
torney, yet another Jew, who first
referred without being solicited to
the suspicion of a Zionist com-
spiracy. though he did so meaning
1o refute L

International 7

Africa’s clock
is ticking

fiatives are being made at a propitious
time, writes Gamal Nkrumah

Africa’s leaders have signalled that they cannot watch
the continent’s slow dance te disaster and do nothing.
Admitting to a scrious problem often entails finding a
radical solution. With three African summir meetings
taking place almost simulianeously. it bas become clear
that Africa’s politicians bave come to acknowledge that
they have a complex problem on their hands. Civi] wars
do not arise overnight, but it has taken African leaders
many years to acknowledge their scale and seriousness.
People do not kill people; warlords order the killings
and private militias commit unspeakable atrocities.

Last week, at three separate venues, African leaders
came together to put an end to bloodshed. The polizical
culture of fear and imtolerance is claiming numerous vic-
tims in Africa. The coptinent’s incessant wars are taking
their toll on hapless civilians. Militias are springing up
all over. There is no shortage of angry and unemployed
youngsters eager lo join up.

The immediate cause of conflict cited in most of Af-
rica’s civil wars is invariably ethnic and tribal in nature.
But the real culprii, the uaderlying cause, is de-
terjorating ¢conomic and social conditions, coupled with
rising popular expectations for greater democracy and
bigher standards of living. Unemployed workers who
went oo the rampage in the Zimbabwean capital Harare
last week protested against the recent sharp rise in prices
of Zimbabwe's staple food, maize meal, even as the city
prepared to host 2 summit or conflict resolution.

Last Monday, in the Libyan capital Trpoli, eight Af-
rican nalions agreed to establish a new political and ec-
onomic grouping for Sahelian and Saharan African coun-
rries with headquarters in Tripoli. Some 15 African
nations border the arid wastes of the Sahara Desert and
the drought-stricken southem: frinpes of the Sahara
called the Sabel. Even though the majority of these na-
tions are among the world's poorest and lezst developed,
a few oil exporters, most notably Libya. have a rel-
atively high standard of living. The Sahara, which en-
compasses much of northern, central and western Africa
is, nevestheless, rich in mineral resources, fossil fuel de-
posits and vast underground water reservoirs that have
not been .

Welcoming the delegates, Libyan leader Muammar
Gaddafi called for the need to “believe passionately in
Africa™ Burying the Saharan hatchet was high on the
agenda. Tripoli has had three lerritorial disputes in the
past with its sonthern neighbours. The most serious was
when the Libyans occupied Chad's Aouzou Suip. How-
ever, relations between Libya and its southern neigh-
bours have improved considerably in the past few years.
“We need to work together to coafront and un-
derdevelopment urgently,” the Libyan leader told the
visiting African heads of state.

The three-day Tripoli meeting was organised by Gad-
dafi and anended by Sudanese President Omar Hassan
Al-Bashir, Chadian President Idriss Deby, Niger Pres-
ident Ibrahim Bare Mainassara, and Mali President Al-
pha Oomar Konare. Egypt was represented by Minister
of Laboor and Emigration Ahmad El-Ammawy. Tunisia
was represented by its slate secretary for Africa and
Maghreb affairs, Al-Sadiq Fayyala, and Burkina Faso by
its minister for water resources, Salif Diallo. Algeria and
Nigeria were both invited but neither attended.

The countries that did attend agreed to establish a pres-
idental council, an executive body. a secretariat, a de-
velopment fond and an economic, social and cultural
council, UN sanctions imposed on Libya topped the po-
fitical agenda. Libya’s Al-Madani Al-Azbari was elected
secretary-general for the new growping and Chad's
Adam Toughoi his depaty. The new grouping represents
a population of over 130 million people. Not surpris-
ingly. politically-sensitive issues like human rights were
not discussed 2t the Tripoli summit — a forum essential-
ly composed of African heads of state.

Last Friday, in the Senegalese capital Dakar, however,
human rights violations and war crimes were intensely
debated. African government ministers, representatives
of human rights organisations and [egal experts agreed
to set up an African-based perrmmanent international war
crimes court. Funded by American billionaire and phi-
lanthropist George Soros., and sponsored and amended
by European Union Commissioner for Humanitarian
Aid, Emma Bonino, the participants explored ways to
minimise pressure and interference from world powers.
The Dakar Declaration, issued at the end of the week-
long event. pledged that the new African initiative
should *“operate without being undermined by the ac-
tions of the UN Security Council.” Senegalese Premier
Habib Thiam told delegates from 20 African countries
about the “need to prevent and, if necessary. punish
genocide perpetrutors and crimes against humanity,
which are also major obstacles 10 our economic and so-
cial development efforts.” The tragic lessons of the eth-
nic Tatsi holocaust in Rwanda was not lost on the par-
tcipants.

“No place matiers more in Africa than the Great
Lakes.” declared US Seccretary of State Madeleine Alb-
right during her African tour two months ago. Albright
was referring to the explosive ethnic mix of the region.
Almost coe million ethnic Tutsis perished in Rwanda’s
1994 massacres and war crime tribunals have been set
up to punish Hutu militiamen who commitied the atroc-
ities. Tanzania is suspected of backing Hutu militas
bent on overrunning Tutsi-controlied Burundi. Uganda,
Rwanda and Congo are seen as Tuisi-dominated. The
Mai-Mai miliias of Kivae, eastern Congo are bunting
down Tutsi leaders. Wounld Museveni's Uganda, patron
to both Kabila's Congo and Kagame's Rwanda, stand
aloof? Uganda, widely regarded as the Iinchpin of the re-

ion, is the darling of Western leaders and international

pancial instilutiops. Controlling the sources of the Nile,
Uganda supports the quest by John Garang’s Sudan Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army for a secular Sudan.

The Tripoli and Dakar conferences came ahead of a
sommjl meeting in the Zimbabwean capita) Hamre. ar-
tended by 16 heads of state who will debate different
ways 10 resolve ethnic conflicts and civil wars in Africa
Zimbabwean President Robert Mugabe, the current
chairman of the Organisation of African Unity, is edgy
about any intemational inverference in African affatrs.
Many otber African Jeaders gathering in Harare are sen-
sitive to Western criticisms of Africa’s human rights
record.

Washington talks high-mindedly about [aunching
democratic reform in Africa But it fails to realise that
the root cause of violence and human rights abuses by
undemocratic regimes is widespread and crippling pov-
erty. Civil wars in Africa accelerate the rate of arban-
isalion as refugees flee devastated rural backwaters and
head for the peripheries of large urban ceatres. The up-
surge of violence among the continent’s restless and
jobless yomth is a wormying phenomenon. African
American civil rights leader Jesse Jackson, US Pres-
ident Bill Clinton's special envoy for the promotion of
democracy ir Africa, expressed horror at the untenable
{evels of violence in Kenya, Congo and Liberjia, coun-
trics he visited last week.

——— .
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Globalising Egypt, fas

Davos fails to -
agree on MENA

o . . . o cies. said G iny of the Middle East-
oo daaer Youssel Bouros Ghli dis- - Economy Minister Youssef Boutros Ghafi, in a statement delivered be- T g ey P ght per m?mdeﬁ%a mic_ coop.
ment is moving At a faster pace to integrate the  fOre the People’s Assembly this week, emphasised that the govem- ;...:; mm reqlﬁ:elevm'ils'::;_glgait’i;ni sav. eration confere em"owas left tn-

Egyptian ¢conomy into the global market. Ad-
dressing the People’s Assembly Economic Af-
fairs Committee last Sunday, Ghali argued that
“inlegrating into the global market is an in-
evitable necessity ar the present time, This means
that a [ot of economic sectors [fnsurnce, banks
and the capital marker] should soon re-orient
themselves Lo this new development in the inter-
national economic arena.”™

Ghali added. “We will achieve this through ap-
plying GATT [General Agreement for Trade and
Tariffs] agreements in due time and Liberalising
the service sectors in banking, capital market, in-
surance and investment at the end of this year.,”
In addition, be added, the Economy Ministry will
coordinate with other ministries in order to reach
a partnership agreement with the European Union
as soon as possible this year. “Within the same
context, the Economy Ministry will make greater
efforts this year 10 establish an Arab frea-trade
zone and a common marker.™

Ghali explained that the cumrent economic pol-
icies are also aimed at raising the annual
rate to eight per cent, but not at the ¢xpense of the

MENA'’s incidental victims

ment’s current economic policies are not only aimed at raising the annual
growth rate to eight per cent, but also integrating Egypt into the global
economy at a faster pace. Gamal Essam EI-Din reporis

monetary and fiscal successes achieved in the last
few years. Raising the annual growth rate 10 eight
per cent, according 1o Ghali, will primarily re-
quire taking bolder steps to attract direct foreign
investments into E

Ghali said that the Economy Ministry had re-
cently embarked upon a new intemnational cam-
paign aimed at promoting Egypt for direct and se-
curiies investors. “We will conduct intensive
contacts with major international capital markets
and will set the priorities of sectors deemed ap-
pealing lo muitinational corporations.” he said.
The aim is 1o raise investment rates from the
present 18 per cent of GDP to 28 per cent in the
pext three years.

Gholi also said that the government hzd re-
cently embarked apon a programme of opening
up a number of national service sectors o for-

cign private competition. “In this context, I
wonld like to state that the government will
soon submit a draft law aimed at allowing for-
eigners to own more than 49 per cent of shares
of the existing insurance companies and even to
establish new ones,” said Ghali. He also dis-
closed that the Economy Ministry will even
seek the help of foreign insurance experts in
preparing the law. Moreover, he add-
ed, a long-delayed Unified Companies Law will
be submitted by the government to the People’s
Asserbly next March to provide r facil-
ities for company establishment. “By the second
half of this year, ihe t will also an-
nounce a decision to privatise the first of four
major public sector backs. This will nequire a
legislative amendment to ensure the in-
dependence of the Central Bank in drawing up

GDP to 27 per cent of GDP by the turn of this
cegtury. “Banking policies will be adjusied in an
attempt to attract the largest possible portion of
national and foreign savings. Larger banking
{oans will also be provided to small-scale en-
terprises to enable the sector to create more than
90 per cent of employment ities. The end
of this year, for example, will witness a LE1 bil-
lion increase in bank loans provided to small en-
terprises,” sajd Ghali. At the same time, he added.
ising the insurance sector is expected 10
raise long-term insurance from less than a balf
per cent of GDP at present to at least five per cent
of GDP in the year 2000. “In other developing
countries, long-term insurance accounts for 38
per cent of GDP,” said Ghali.
Allinaﬂ.Ghnlieégl:inedthatﬂngtalMar—
ket Authority, the Central Bank, the Companies
Authority and the Insurance Control Anthority
will be in possession of as much as LE300 billion.
“New libera! policies will help a lot in making op-
timal ase of these buge financial rescurces m es-
tablishing new investment projects,” Ghali said.

Hundreds of Egyptian labourers are retuming jobless from Qatar —
victims of the recent Egyptian-Qatari political riit. Mona El-Figi reporis

decided by its organiser, the
World Economic Forum

#
Politics overshadowed business as the repre-
sentatives of the Middle East met in the Swiss
resort of Davos for the annual meeting of the
World Economic Forum (WEF. ]

The WEF is the organiser of MENA, ot
this year the dramatic se:backm_:heAmb—f

i was 00 Conspicuous ior

agmemmu pﬁc:omhed on the time and ve-
nue of the fifih MENA conference, L

The if-when-and-where of MENA V is siill
an open question, that may with luck be an-
swered by the WEF along with the govern-
ments and business sectors of the Middle East
when they meet next April. But even thal is
oot certain.

“It is very difficult to say for sure that 2 de- -

cision will be reached pext April; it ali de-
pends on what is going to happen with the
peace process,” said one Egyptian official
source who asked for his name to be withtheld,
He added, “As it is. the situation is very bleak
and it is hard to see an agreement being
reached in April if things keep going this

way.” ] i
More than 700 ian laborers have  the Ministy of more week past the  coming 10 months. Indeed, g to Shafig Gabr. a leading
remurned home in the past month afier Manpower and Im- 30 December dead-  The Ministry has begun meeting with | businessman and a member of the WEF
having been dismissed by their Qatari  migration. line in order to give returned employees in order to de- board, “Businessmen cannol invest [_ﬂlen'm
employers — the latest round of mass ~ Hussein  Ashour, her daughter a termine Suitable jon far money] io launch projects in an arcea W g
Qatari Grings in the ongoing Egypt- an Egyptian auditor chance to attend the  them. ki plans to make a formal com- the political sitmation has so seriously

teriorated.™

Qatar political staredown. who was among the school mid4erm pensation request to Qatar thromgh the L.

According to the records of the Min- ﬁrstgmrpof\fork- exam, but they re- !nhemationr:lql.abourq isation and The deterioration in the peace process has
istry of Labour and Immigration, nearly ers expeiled from- fused. the Arab Labour Orgenisation, posed a grave threar 1o regional economic
all Egyptian employees in the Qatari  Qatar, said that on The main prob- The Qatari ¢ announced | Cooperation since 1996 when Binyamin Ne-
- that its reason for dismissing Egyptians tanyahu's Likud-led coalition assumed power

ministries of iInterior, defence, 1ele-
communications and the State Bureau
{equivalent to the Egyptian Central

29 November 1997,
all Egyptian em-
ployees in the State

lem now facing Ab-
del-Fatah after her

was to provide jobs for Qatari citizens.
Bt Abdel-Qader El-Assar, a coun-

A toml of 17.000 Egyptians are cur-
rently working in Qatar, according to

Auditing Ageacy) were dismissed and  Bureau were t0ld 10 that the ian sellor for intemational cooperation at ; 21
told that Qatar no longer needed their  Jeave the country by schools refuse 1w the Ministry of and Im- a number of consultations agreed to have it in
services. X December. accept her danghter migration, pointed out that the govern- | an effort to boost the spirit of regional coop-
Returnees say the Qatari government  Ashour signed a job because she is a mentdid not replace the Egyptians with eraton. Butl?uscglFHCdzdnolwork_andNe-
sacked Egyptians working in these coptract In March mooth Qataris, bat rather with Palestinians and tanyahu’s anti-political settlement atitede had
ministries regardless of whether their 1997 which is valid than her colleagues  Jordanians, soon gone so far that many Arab countries felt
contracts had expired or not until March 1999, in Egypt. T “L_aying off Egyptian labomrers in Qa- obliged o0 boycot, or at best send very low-
The mass firings are part of an on-  Ashour was one LE4.500 in school tor is considered a violation of the la- | key delegations to the fomth MENA confer-
going Egypt-Qatar political chill that of many Egyptians fees for the girl in  bour agreement signed between Egypt eace in the Qatari capita] last November.
started with Egypt’s boycott of the who wemt lo the Qatar and she did and Qatar in 1975.” El-Assar said. Now the Arab-Isracli peace process seems
Middle East/North Africa (MENA) ec-  Ministrty of Man- not anend even the  The Federation of Trade Unjons pre- | 10 bave reached a serious impasse on all three
onomic conference in Doba in No- power and Immigration to ask for com-  Amany Abdel-Fatah, wife of a dis- mid-term exam. Uil now she has not  sented a memorandom to both the ILO | tracks — Palestinian, Syrian and Lebanese.
vember — due to the stagnation of the  pensation from Qatar for his early dis- missed Egyptian auditor, said that it been accepted in any of the Egyption  and the ALO asking the Qatar govern- Meanwhile, Ismel's relations with most other
Middle East peace process. President missal. He brought documents from the was very ditficult for her to move sud-  schools, and she will miss the school ment 1o compensare i Arab couatries is bad-to-lense. Iran has al- by
Hosni Mubarak and Qatari Emir Qarari authorities showing his excellent denly with her children who were in  year.” With tears in ber eyes, she add- dismissed before the end of their con- ways been oot of the game. So that leaves
Sheikh Hamad Bin Khalifa IT acted 10 work recond and the absence of any nea-  school in Qarar. ed. “Why should we pay the price of tracts. only Turkey, which is having hard political ;
patch up differences between the two  son for his dismissal, “T had 10 sell two cars, the house and  the political misunderstanding! ™ Mohamed Mursi, secretary-general at |  times with several Arab neighbours due 1o the :
countries in a meeting in Riyadhin No-  The Qatari decision caused great hard-  its fumiture at very low prices because ~ The job comtract of her hosband Ab-  the Federation of Trade Unions, said Ankara-Tel Aviv military alliance which is
vember, but the dismissals have con-  ship to Egyptian families. Many had 1o I had only a month,” she said. del-Hamid Mustafa was valid till Oc- the federation memo complains thar widely seen as a threat to Amb influence in p
tinved, sell their houses, cars and forniture at Qatari officials permitted no excep-  tober 1998. so he weunt to the Manpow-  dismissing Egyptian workers with valid the peace-making equation. 3

balf price because they were pressured
to leave quickly.

tions, Abdel-Famh said. She asked the
authorities for permission to stay one

er Ministry

seeking  LE45,000
compensation for his salary for the

contracts is considered 2 violation of
the international labour law.

EgyptAir under industry fire

More than 50 tourism companies have filed com-
plaints to the Egyptian Travel Agents Association
against the naticnal air carder EgyptAir for going
back on a decision to sell tickets for domestic
flights at a 50 per cent discount.

Tourism companies are up in arms

against the national carrier EgyptAir

for what they claim is a breach of the govemment’s decision to discount

air fares. Shereen Nasr investigates

Gabriel explained that ir’s planes would
not have moved at all during the two-week hol-
iday, had it not been for the temporary boom in do-
toestic travel. “As the only national carrier in
Egypt, EgyptAir should have done its duty 1o en-

in Israel and started to backtrack on Arab-
Israeli peace making. In 1996 Egypt almost
declined 1o host the conference and only after

That is why in Davos talk about regional ec-
onomijc cooperation suddenly collided with
hard-hiiting political facts. .. ..

Even Shimon Peres, the Godfather of the
political scheme to integrate once and for all
the Isreeli economy with the wider Arab-
Middie Eastern economy, failed to find an at-
tentive andience for his talk abour “investing
in peace s0 as to persuade the [sraeli economy
to succummb to peace-making™.

This is not to say that the idea has been
dropped altogether, “although this possibility
is not entirely remote”, acconding to one of-
ficial source.

Technically, Tunis should be the next host

The companies charge that the airline’s decision courage domestic traved. Unfortanately, it fell of the conference. To date, the Tunisian gov-
hit their business daring the two-week holiday whole industry a damaging blow.” Abdel-Latif ghada short of its task.” he said. erument has not talked about the matter I
linking Eid El-Fitr with the mid-term school vaca-  said. “We are wmlking about moving at least 36,00C In an attempt to cope with the sitnation, many public, but it has not said it is oot going 10
tion. For its part, however, EgypiAir denies that ithas  Egyptian passengers,” Lehita said. *“This means tourist ies tried to do without ir al- have the conference.

The decision to discount airline tickets was  withdrawn the discount Khaled Gad, fom the that except for a very small minority, all of them  together. “We were expecting this to happen,” said The only Egyptian official in Davos was

made by Prime Minister Kamal El-Ganzouri in an
attempt to revitalise the tourism industry fol-
lowing the Luxor massacre of 17 November.
Companies argue that EgyptAir's misinter-
pretation of the decision embarrassed them in
front of their clicots and created a state of chaos in
flying schedules.

“We started w0 sell packages at a special rate
based on the discount. To our amazement, the dis-
count did not materialise. As a result our busmess
deteriorated rapidly just when it was about to pick
up again,” said Ghada Abdel-Latif from; Memnon
Touss.

When the company increased the price for the
package, cancellations Sooded in by the hundreds.
“The whole idea was to encourage domestic travel
by reducing air fares. EgyptAir has dealt the

Technical Office of the company's Commercial
Sector. provides a different interpretation of the
facts. “It is pot true to say that EgyptAir is selling
tickets for domestic flights at two different prices.
The discount is available, but only on scheduled
flights,” e said.

There are addidonal fees when supplementary
flights have to be laid on. This means that the
LE134 Cairo-Luxor price for a scheduled flight,
for example, has to rise to LE194 for a flight oot in
the original schedule., Gad argued.

Bm tour operators. the concept of “supple-
mentary” flights during a national boliday seemed.
in the words of Mohamed Lehita from Emeco
Travel, “very tricky™, considering that there is
only one scheduled flight daily from Cairo to each
of Luxor, Aswan, Sharm El-Sheikh and Hur-

will have to go on supplementary flights, and thus
pay the extra fees.”

Fair comment, you might say. But the picture
looks rather different from where E ir stands.

ir could not provide places for all these

people on scheduled flights, and that is why we
are making more supplementary flights,” said
Gad. He added that the company is already mak-
ing losses on the reduced-rate scheduled flights.
“So how can we be expecied to sell tickets on the
additional flights at the same rate?" he inquired.

However, the idea that EgyptAir is making loss-
¢s was described as “far-fetched” by George Ga-
bricl, Head of the Aviation Commitiee at the
Egyptian Travel Agents Association. “Flying at 2
reduced rate is much better than remaining in a
state of complete stagpation,™ he said.

Ashraf Sediq from Amenophis Tours. “In order to
get out of an awkward sitnation, we shifted to bus-
es and sold our packages at the same reduced
ae.”
Yet others fear the situation could damage thejr
reputation. “When we offered the discounted pack-
ages, then had to increase the rates, of oar
clients did not believe that the problem was creat-
edj:Ysﬁﬁag!bll demand for e.ra money - d. vy
nn e extra Y 5ai o
di Arafa from Hadeer Tours. oy Meg
And at a time when the foreign tourist business
is already suffering. what is even worse is the re-
action of the tour abroad. “They, too,
have discovered that they canmot fly their clients at
the declared rates. We are losing our credibility,”
said George Gabriel.

m a seminar about the economic future of the
region, Mmdenmsedt that this future is not
entirely depen on more comprehensive re-
gional cooperation. It also depends, he ex-
plained, on pational ecomomic reform pro-
grammes and sub-regional cooperation. as for
example within an Arab-Arab framework. It
should also include forms of inter-regional
cooperation with the Meds countries.
Bet, said Moussa, for regional cooperation

Ezzat in Cairo
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market performance showed some slight
i pel:nt. The Geaeral Market In-
dex rose by 0.42 points to close at
353.01 for the week ending 5 February.
On the trading floor, the Commercial
International Bank (CIB) capmred the
limelight, volume reaching 934913
shares, with a value of over LES7.03

these procedures, Ebeid announced that
an investment fund will be established
within every holding company, whose
mission it will be 1o tay up the shares of
affiliated compagics whensver pecessary
in order to maintain their share price.
Ebeid also announced the creation of a
follow-up unit to moaitor the per-

tate Investment, which surged from
LE14.35 1o LE17.43. 1.027 shares were
traded., for a total value of LE17,095.

in ali, 44 companies saw their share
price rise, 73 saw it fall and 39 had ta
bide their time, as their quote remained
uochanged.

J Coupe d’Afrique des nations

Galerie a{e,;mfrﬂb:

million — 15.57 per cent of the total _In the meantime, on Monday, Public o v
the Sector Minister Atef Ebeid announced a  formance of privatised companies and P
shares traded for the week. In the pro- S o will the value of [heir shares, 50 45 w0 ensure Rédacteur en Chef Président

cess. CIB's share price rose by LE0.81.
Edited by Ghada Ragab

that share prices reflect real economic

come mto force immediately in an at-
performance.

tempt to prevent speculators from ar- Exécutif
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Al-Ahram: A Diwan of cont

promuigated in 1923, did not come over-
night but was the culmination of many
years of struggle and agitation against both

“An aggrieved Taptawi™ was the sig-
nzture 0 a lener that appeared on Al-
Ahkram’s front-page on 29 November
1910. The accompanying Jewer con-
1ained a lengthy commentary on the “in-
cident at Tamta Secondary School.™ The
author began, “People outside of Tanta
imagine thar the Day of Judgement has
COm¢ In our city, an impression caused
by the diverse reponts and conflicting
opmions coocerning the incident in-
volving the Tantz Secondary Schopl, the
discovery of a secret society and other
such stories that cause asxiety and

The eveni o which the writer from
Tanta was referring has oot yeceived a
notable share of attention on the pan of
scholars of the hi of the nationalist

movement before Warld War L, nor in -

the memoirs of prominent personalities
of the period su?:?as palace confidant
Ahmed Shafiq or even in official British
documents such as the Jengthy, highly
detailed reports dispatched by the Brit-
ish High Commissioner in Cairo to his
superiors in the Foreign Office. It is a
curious lapse, considering that the in-
cident in the capital of Al-Gharbiyya
province occupied extensive space in
the Egyptian press in November and De-
cember of that year,

That the nation’s newspapers, in-
cluding Al-Ahram of course, shounld
bave shown such an intense interest in
evenls in a secondary school in 2 pro-
viocial capital is in large part doe to pre-
vious developments involving the na-
tonalist movement during that year, In
February of that year, Prime Minister
Butros Ghali was assassinated In-
vestigations revealed that the assassin,
fbrabhim EI-Wardani, was a member of
an nnderground society with comnec-
tions to the Naronalist Party. Author-
ities in Cairo promptly turoed their at-
tention 10 unearthing these sociedes. In
a report writien shortly afier the as-
sassination of the priroe minister, Ro-
nald Graham, the British adviser to the
Ministry of Interior, wrote that the gov-
ernment had set up the Segret Service
Bureau and that fts agents had suc-

With the exception of three — ome’
Turkish, one Moroccan and one Italian
-— all the underground societies were

Egypt in foodstuffs exhibition

the giobe to

THE CAIRO Intemational

formation Technology Ex-

Egyptian. All of thesz societies, withow
exception, had taken Caire, and occa-
sionally its sobmrbs, as their base. Al-
thongh this indicated an alarming spread
of undergronnd- activity in the capital,
the iofonpation came as some relief o
the anthorities, as it increased their con-
fidence thar the influence of the Da-
g;nalist movement had ot penetrated
For some time, Britisk authorities had
been fearful thar patiopalist agitation
would spread to the provinces. Con-

. sequently, British consuls in the

vincial capitals were instructed to lg
it regular contact with the rural mayars,
sheikhs and elders and to submit period-
ic-reports on their political leanings. As
late as 1908, however, the British High

- issioner was able 10 report that,
based on the reports submitted to him by
the provincial consuls, the political dem-
onstrations in Cairo and Alexandria call-
ing for a constitution reflected no more
than the agitation of the educated wrban
clite. The incident in Tanta in 1910
wonld rock this complacency.

The first sign that ap incident might be
brewing could be found in a lengthy pe-
tition from 34 local Tanta officials and
notables defending the direcror of Al-
Gharbiyya against allegations of corrup-
tion in the national press, particularly in

.newspapers speaking for the Nationalist

Parry. One potes, ly, that the sig-
natories of the petition, the text of which
in Al-Ahrem oo 19 November

1910, all had vested interests in the di-
rectorate and, therefore, ia upholding the
repuotation of its senior administrative of-
ficial One even suspects that the di-
rector, Mchamed Muhibb Pasha, active-
ly prompted the signatories to write the
petition, a practice that provincial of-
Gcigls continte to follow up to the
preseat in crder to project & good image
of themselves to their superiors in Cairo.
Specifically, the petiton was a re-
sponse to complaints that bad reached
the capital} concerning the mmning of the
Tanta Secondary School which Muhibb

. Pasha had founded. Contrary to the as-
. persions in these complainis, the peti-

tioners wrote, the secondary school was
“an important moral deed that should be
crowned with the wreath of glory and
honour.” - )

_As jrony would have it, an event that

occumred less than a week later would

the British occupation and the khedive. Demands for a constitution
were voiced in the first decade of the 20th century. Secondary
school studenis out on the platform of the Tanta railway station to
greet Khedive Abbas I chanted slogans demanding a constitution.
The chants rattled the khedive and the government, and the reper-
cussions were described by some as "doomsday in Tanta.” In this

instalment of his Diwan series,

counts the incident and its sequel

DPr Yunan Labib Rizk re-

shatter the image Muhibb Pasha had
songht to establish for himself, On 24
November, the royal wain carrying the
Khedive Abbas H from his summer res-
fdence in Alexandria to Cairo was to
make a five-minute stop in Tana. As
was the custam, local officials and dig-
nitaries were in full umout on the sta-
ton plarform and ranged behind them
were several ranks of students from Tan-
ta Secondary School. The provincial di-
rector had clearly intended 1o impress
the khedive with their order and dis-
cipline. However, as Al-Ahram’s Tanta
comespondent reported, “Within a few
moments after His Royal Highness de-
scended on to the platfornt, he addressed
the director, inquiring after the welfare
of the school and expressing his wishes
for itsaﬂrogmss and soccess. At that
point, present heard voices cryin,
out, “Loag live the Khedive! Long live
! Long live the constimbon!™.
When His Royal Highness asked the di-
rector of Al-Gharbiyya who was re-
sponsible for that chant, he was forced
to respond that they were students from
Tanta Secondary School. The khedive
was visibly consternated by this uncalled
for and highly tasteless behaviour on the
part of the studenis from the secondary
schopl which had only been opened a
month previously. The director of Al-
Gharbiyya became visibly ashen and so
appalled were the kbhedive, the adviser to
the Mipistry of Finance and their ex-
cellencies the ministers, that they board-
ed the train which left the station a2 min-
ote and a half ghead of schedule.”
The stndents” cheers for the khedive
and Egypt, of conrse, were heartily wel-
come. Their calls for 2 constitution was

EGYPT will participate In El Mantarea, one of the largest food- - 8%~ e
stuffs exhibition in the world, which will be held in Barcelona,
Spain from 3-6 March 1997. B Mantarea s considered one of - °
the most important exhibitions of its kind, and will be attended -
by businessmen ‘and company managers from all comers of - .
Last year's exhibition saw 2,613 companles pariicipating from
over 50 countries. Halima Khattab, marketing ¢oordinator of tha
Egyptian pavilion said that the exhibition is 4 great opporfunity
to boost Egyptian exports and opan naw markets for foodstuffs.
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another matter. The previous three years
had seen a radical reversal in the khe-
dive's stance toward a constitution. The
wrping peint in his animde occurred
with the of the former British
high commissioner. Lord Cromer. and
bis replacerment by Sir Eldon Gorst a
change that brought with it 2 warming of
relations between Abdin Palace and Da-
bara Palace, the headquarters of the Brit-
ish High Commissioner. Whereas with
Cromer Abbas sided with the constim-
tionalist cause to exert pressure on the
high commissioner. under the sub-
sequent “enteme” between Abbas and
Gorst, the nationalist appeals for a con-
stitution were directed against Abbas
who had come 10 enjoy a degree of pow-
er greater than any of his

had under the Briush occupation. Thus.
while relations between the two highest
symbols of authority in the country
could not have been betier, relations be-
tween the khedive and the leaders of the
nationalist movement had detedorated

greatly. . .

It might have been possible to artribute
evenis at Tanla stabion to an isolated,
spontaneons outburst of student na-
ponalist ardour, were it oot for the fact
that another group of students from the
same school had gone abead 1o the ain
station at Kafr El-Zayat and repeated the
performance. Al-Ahram’s comespondent
commented. Tt is ntmoured that the stu-
dent demonstrations at the Tanta and
Kafr EI-Zayat train stations had been de-
vised several days ago. It is not our in-
tention to confirm or deny this umour.
Rather, it distresses us greatly that sto-
dents should act in this manner. Indeed,
students should not be required to attend

alised companies

Cenire, Inter- UNDOUBTEDLY, the magnification of the Egyp-

Trading

such official ceremonies as their atien-
tion to academic maners should take
higher priority.”

To compound maders, once they had
recovered from their shock at events in
the Tanta station, the provincial direcior
and officials returned immediately 10 the
school where. as Al-Ahram’s cor-
respondent reponts, “They expressed
their abborrence of the smudents® be-
haviour and expeiled them from the
school.” He continues that when the stu-
dents left the school. “they assembled in
the streel to await the arrival of the di-
rector and when he passed tbhey called
atit, *Down with the Director!” As that
kind of demonsiration is highlv 1en-
dentious, the police were brought in 10
arrest the students.™

On 26 November, AlAkram’s cor-
respondent wired the head office in Cai-
ro that the investigation revealed the ex-
istence of an underpround society
comprising 12 siudents from the sec-
ondary school. The socicty was headed
by Mustafa E)-Shorbagi, a member of
the Natiopalist Party who was acting as
their fawyer in this case, and Mohamed
Nabih Salam. another Nationalist Porty
fawyver. The sociery, wrote the cor-
respondent, “is working 10 undermine
the rules of government and has sought
1o corrupt the minds and hearts of the
secondary school students, to bring them
under its control and to use them to ac-
complish its aims.™ It further came to
light that the society had also prompied
the studenis® action against Muhibb Pa-
sha as pan of the society's campaign
against the director for having appointed
British engireers and employees in the
Tanta municipal council. More sig-
nificantly, the comespondent expressed
the shock of provincial officials as weil
as of both British and Egyptian officials
in the capital “1o discover this under-
groond society for until now Tanta had
been aloof from all those disturbances.™

Following the inidal investigations,
the public prosecutar filed a charge of
slander against nine of the stadents and a
charge of incitement to slander against
the lawyers, El-Shorbagi and Salam. The
plpe smdents were kept in detention
pending further investigations for an ad-
ditional 14 days while the other students
were released on bail of LE6 each.

The transfer of the prisoners to and
from the jailhouse in shackles was con-

emporary life

sidered highly provocadve. Parents tele-
graphed Al-Ahram and other news-
papers o protest this harsh treatment,
Simultanecusly, lawyers i Tanta wired
Al-Ahram w pretest police treatment of
their colieagues and the “violation of
the sanetity of their offices.”

While Muhibb Pasha sought 1o save
face by exaggerating the students’ in-
volvement in a secret society, Al-
Ahram, along with the newspapers of
the Nationalist Party, ook the opposile
tack. They condemned the transfer of
prisoners in shackles “as a form of pre-
mature pupishment and defamation of
character inflicted upon the studenis,
who should be treated as innocent unil
proved guilty.” They also objected w0
the scosationalism provoked “by what
is really a minor incident, in fact no in-
cidens af all.”

Evidently the prosecution was more
inclined toward the laner opinion for on
2 December it released the nine stu-
denis on bond and dropped the charges
of incitement o slander against the law-
vyers. At the same tme. it referred the
students, including the former six who
had been released on bond, 10 the count
of misdemeanours on the charge of
“contempt of the director of Al-
Gharbiyya™ On 11 January, the coun of
misdemeanours pronounced its verdict.
As Al-Ahram reported. “The court did
not find in any of the testimony con-
vincing evidence to compel it to punish
all the studems for contempt of the Di-
rector of Al-Gharbiyya... The court
therefore declares the studenis’ offence
a misdemeanour and senlences them lo
the paymem of a fine in accordance
with Article 265 of the Penal Code.”

The fines, ranging from 100 to 500 pi-
astres, yielded an aggrepate LEI7
which was promptly paid by the stu-
dents” parents. The onicome of the ial
vindicated the opinion that the national
climate bad caused this incident to be
blown out of proportion and that, in the
words of the “aggrieved Tantawi,” the
"“Day of Judgement™ had not come to

Tanta

The author is a pro-
fessor of history and
head of Al-Afiram His-
tory Studies Centre.

Egyptian economic Iaws in English

MINISTRY of Economy decision 5031997, conceming standards
for Egyplian accounting and amendments to the financial indicies
of shareholding companies, is among the latest legislation avail-
able in EngBsh by the Middle East Library for Economic Services
{1elfax 3351141/3606804).

The company specialises in publishing Egyptian economic laws
transialed into English for the benefit of intemational companies
wishing to operate and do business with Egypt. Other laws and reg-
ulations and avallable from the Middle East Library include in-
vestment laws, company laws, requlations on taxes, banks, forsign
currencies, tourism, the environment, and more.

NBE provides
exportation services

Conference Centre Is spar-
ing no effort to ensure the
success of the 6th Al
Ahram Computer and In-

hibltion which inclhides the
most outstanding .sponsors
and companies operating
in the fleld of computer

exhibition will take placs

"from 18-21 February, and

be held simultaneously
with the 6th Artificial In-

balance inguiries '

Do you have to

Faisal Islamic Bank of Egypt
go to the bank each time you need
one of its services?

Never mind working hours and bolidays; Faisal Bank’s antomatic
telier machine card enables you to deal with the bank 24 hours a day.
Card holders will benefit from the following services:

- Foreign currency exchange at the free market rate

- Cash deposits and withdrawl

- Account transfers :

- Balance inguiries - - >

- Requesting cheque and account books

- Demanding bank cheques or letters of guarantee

A card bolder canissuecarc_ls'toas_pecﬁcpmon,a]lowinghi:nto

benefit from all services except writing cheques. o

A card holder can also issue cards to his wife, sons or other relatives
"~ who will be entitled to receive specified amndunts of money.

A card Bolder is also entitled to receive a deposit card as well as
For mere information, contact the head office on 1113 Cornich EI-Nil, Cairo

C Tel: 750994 - 5753165 - 5753109
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Sponsors of ACITEX 98
include: IBM, Computer
Consultant Group (CCG),
Hi-Tech, ProTrade, Banque
Misr, Xerox, National Bank
of Egypt and Knowlogy In-
temational.

Exhibiting companies in-
clude:

Advanced Technology
Systems (ATS} Est, Ak
Ahram Management and
Computer Centre {(AMAC),
Al-Badr for Electronics and
Computers, A-Magd Trade
and Services, Al-Motahida

Agents (NEXAR), Al-Wady
Computer Services, Apple
Care, Apple Line, Arablan
American Computers and
Systems Deveslopment

Computer and Engineering
Workd, Computer Consuling
and Supplies, Computer
Sclentific Company, Com-
putrack, Computrend for
Computers and Electronic
Systems, © Crystal Mind
Compuier Soiutions, - CSA
Computars, Dalix In-
formation Technology. Data
Bank Computers, Deutsch-
Arabische Handel Skammer
(SYSTEMS), Diamond
Computer and Trading, Di-
mension for Trading and
Supplies, EgyComp, Eg-
yGate, Egyptian En-
gineering Computer Gom-
pany, EGYTECH, El-Arehi
Co. for Trading and Man-
ufacturing, El-Ghandoyr
Est, El-Shorouk Trading,
El-Tawll Intemational Trade,
ElectroServ, Estesharia for
Electronics and Computers,
FAX Computer Systems.
Fouda Co. Lid, Fulure Soft,
Gamma Electronics, Giory
Tech, Hadeya for Arabic

Software, Heart Computer ¢

Services, Hi-Tec Zone, Ho-
tizon Devalopment, Integral
for Computers and Come-
munications, Iitegrated

national Computer and Ser-
vices, Iniemalional Elec-
tronics Centre, Kady
Intemational Trading Com-
pany, KME CompuTools,
Laser Misr, Legend System
Misr, Manf Trading House,
Mega Group, Micro Hard,
Microsoft, Misr Comnputer
Company. Moroge, Multi
Media Egypt, NCC Golden
Games Cenire, NETLINE,
Office Automation, Office In-
formation Systems (OFIS),
Omega Marketing Com-
pany, Optimemn  Media
Egypt. Overseas Comput-
ers, Powsdine, ProComp,
ProLine Egypt, RAM, Sakhr
Al-Ahram Computers, SANA
Computers and Electronics,
SATEE for Art and Design
Computer Centre, Scientific
Centre for Computers, Re-
search and Development In-
temational (RDI), TAG
GComputer Centre, TC
Comp, UBC for Trading and
Engineering. Uitra Trade,
United Engineers co;n;bmﬁr
Systems (UNI Comp), Unit-
od for Computer and Office
Equipment and Universe.

contracts and forward interest rate agreements,

fian exports volume imposes a significant chal- a matter that facilitates dstermining the pros-
lenge con the economic development in the com~  pective costs to be bome by either the investor
ing period, especially in the Bght of the fierce  orthe exporter.

intemational competition and the liberalisation of  -— Financing shipment projects, being a vital ele-

worid trade on services and commaodities.

ment to promote and enhance exports.

Accordingly, the National Bank of Egypt (NBE) — Participating in the capital of institutions di-
has besn encouraging exports, by adopfing the  rectly finked with export activities, especially ex-
concept of universal barking s0 as to meat the  port guarantee companies. This is in addition to
prerequisites of the cumrent stage. Through such  participating in the Export Development Bank of
a concept, NBE Is able 1o extend new banking  Eqgypt and the African Export and Import Bank.

services via 343 banking units that offer the fol-  — Financing the establishment of Egyptian ex-

lowing services all over Egypt

port warehouses at the main demand areas, so

— Qffering buyer’s credit 50 as 1o heip the Egyp-  as 1o improve the efficiency of exportation in a
tian exporters gain customers abroad. The Bank waymaihellpsseiza relevant opportumities.

also offers financing for Egyptian

— Supporting complementary

shviti hick

exporters
amounting to 70-80 per cent of the transaction’s  are indispensabie for exports, such as_local and
total value. In addition, NBE promotes Egyptian  foreign fairs that contribute to promoting Egyp-
products abroad through its worldwide network  tian products. For such a purpose, NBE has es-

of 1,218 correspondents.

tablished Eaypt Houses Abroad Company in o~

— Financing the aestablishment of joint free der to provide Egyptian exporters with ful
zones and granting relevant financa in order 10 information on foreign markets.

encourage manufactuting and exportation.

— Backing and stimulating intra-Arab trade in

— Financing the establishment of private in-  cooperation with the relevant programme that
dustrial cities and indusirial complexes in the managedbymeArabMonaﬁryFund._'mlsisin
new communities that enjoy a high comparative  addition to signing an agreement of import §i-

advantage in terms of foreign trade.

nance In cooparation with other Arab and Islam-

— Factoring and invoice discounting, as this pro-  ic financial institutions.

vides finance and shoulders the credit risk of the  Moreover, the Bank is fast on iis heels to es-
exporters and also evalugtes the imporiers' iablishing the Export Trustees Unit with a
credit worthiness zlong with carrying out collec-  view to extending export-relafed services,

tion services.

expanding exporters’ base, and galning ac-

— Hedging against the fluctuations of interest cess to intemational markets. In fact, the
and exchange rEtes through the offbalence said step crowns NBE's efforts 1o enhance
shest activities such as opfions, futures, forward  Egyptian exporis.

National Bank of Egypt @
@ Arab Land Bank |
f A woekdy update on the NBE Securities Market Index
from 22 January 1o 5 February 1988
Deposits - Credit - Investment —
0 h%m ON 57738 _334.45 POINTS
Cairo: Al-Arish: 2o <
22 Abdel-Khaiek Tharwat St 23 July St - <
Heliopolis: Aswan: :" \\//
114 Al-Mirghani St Ablal Al-Tahtir St. il
Mexaﬂdﬁﬂ Monsoura: w125 UM AT M W 23 B4 WS
25 Abdel-Sallam Aref Gomhouriya St The NBE Indes has decypased by 10,73 poinis 10 resisicr 34,45 fis the
" - week coding 5/2/1998 aganst 345. 18 points for the week ending 22/1/1%%.
Ismailia: Zagazig:
Qrabi Square 91 Saad Zagioul SL 4 largest§ and d .
Mohandessin: Tanta: Company o Company e
QOpening soon 75 Al-Geish St Pabot z0d Chemical Ib- | v4.5 | | Aleandria Flour Mills  |-18.7
6th of Ocotber City: | § Sharouqe dusiries Ca. (PACHIN) Inusaial & Engineeing
Under construction Under construction. / Memphis Phr- +23 | | Enterprisc Co. -103
MIBank -0.9
Headquarters: 78 Gameat Al-Dawal Geners] Silo 2nd Storsge |, 1.9 o
Al-Arabiya St., Mohandessin ats By el | 5 Egpin Flecwrical |
Increased services - Easy to Lo
work with - Save time and money
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A sike for what?

Can a US strike at Iraq accomplish its stated aims, let alone
those that remain unstated? Amin Hewedy thinks not

A Ahram

Off the hook?

The Middle East peace process will almast certainly be a

major casualty of 2 US military strike against Iraq. In Paris
this week, Foreign Minister Amr Moussa put it mildly when
he said that an attack “would have a negative effect on the

peace process™.

Observers believe an American strike would be a godsend
fc_)r Netanyahu; it would, in effect, get him off the hook.
Since the Hebron redeployment agreement of January 1997,
the peace process has been stagnant despite all Madeleipe
Albright’s scurrying back and forth. There has bean no Light
at the end of the wnnel. For all intents and purposes, the
peace process has been in a siate of sespended animation.

Now Washingion, supposedly the honest broker in the
process. is almost completely preoccupied with ways of
punishing Iraq and bringing Saddam Hussein to beel. The
peace process is on the back burcer in the White House
kitchen. much to Nemanyahu's delight.

A siory s recounted that during the invasion of
the region by the Moagol Hulagy's forces, a pa-
ol unit was out wreaking havoc and amocities

wait for their retarn at the end of the chase.
Strangely enough, the man, frightened out of his
stayed put untl the assassing came back and
murdered him wo. He was unable to find any al-
ternative other thom to submit to their evil de-

out, by proxy. in Kurdish territory, the aim be-
ing 10 demomstrate to the Tragis Saddam’s in-
ability io control even his own temitory. )

Patrol units might be used to operate behind
Iraqgi Yines 1o instigate terror and fear, 1o assist
the air strikes and destroy communication lines.
A heavy density of air-to-gronnd and sea-io-
ground missiles is also likely to be used, such as
would recall the first three hours of the Desert
Storm operatior on 17 Jaouary 1991, when
1300 airplanes dropped 18,000 tous of ex-
plosives on 60 Iraqi targets.

Will the targets of the attackers be confined 1o

the efiminaton of the chemical or biological
heads, some of them stll remain intact? What

guaraniee can we have that the strike will leadto . strategic

its declared aims, given past experiences?

In such technological warfare the easiest part
is the manufacturing process. Research and de-
velopment are harder to accomplish, but they

on know-how and presumably that
know how will remain intact following any at-
tack. .

And is it, in any case, sensible 1o suppose
regional stability will be realised afiec Iraq bas
been wiped out? Of course not, given that Issae]
will continue to maintain the supremacy of its

previous sirike, but o ensewe the destructiog
of targets that it considers a threat 10 its owy

Other probiems will ensue once the strike be.
gins. There will be an exodos of iraqi entizronts
flecing to Jordan. Thousands of’ Enrds #2if es.
cape to Europe. Moreover, concem for the
peace between Palestinians and Isra
will abate, while support for Netanyaim®s hard-
line policy will increass. .

The US shouid swallow its hatred of the [ragi
regime. and President Clinton should comre his
personal feelings against President Saddam,
who, in torn. must manage o swallow his a.

mand. This story provides a neat mety for military objectives, or will civilian sites of stra- i £ . ¢ :
“'With Presideat Clinton besieged by a sex scandal and wy-|  the conditons Fackd by Arabs as they awak an _ egic are be Enciuded u order 0 cripple ra rilfary mackine, Wih conveadossl, euper. rogemes 3 el e
ing to cover it up by playing the hero against Iraq, any no-|  imminent US strike against fraq. capabilities? Some civilian establiskments, such ;?::em:eject mﬂm o £ O I 15 beyond which it cannot proceed

tion of US pressure on Israel to relax its intransigent posi-
tion in the peace talks is out of the question.

Clinton, battered by criticism and jeering at home. is not
about to anger the Jewish lobby. Nor is Netanyabu — hav-
ing flouted all peace deals with the Palestinians all the way
from Madrid 10 Hebron — ready or willing 1o waste the
golden opportunity afforded by the US confroniation with
Iraq to balt further roop withdrawals from Palestinian ter-
ritories and carry on with settleraent building.

The Palestinians, for their part, can hardly be expected to
make any further concessions at a time when the US is bear-
ing down on an Amb country to crush its military potential
and cause further misery to its people.

So the peace process will remain smatic for weeks, maybe
months; a time bomb ticking away. ready to explode.

Al-Ahram Weekly

that the US has run om of patience and cannot
delay military action any longer, the Arabs idly
watch the selective implementation of inter-
national legality. Israel, for example, has re-
peatedly ignored countless international resolu-
tions; it continues to reject any inspection of its
nuclear sites, and yet America continues (o sup-
ply Israel with all of its arsenal’s advanced tech-
nology. And such weaponry serves to increase
}_smehinu-.msigenoewilhregardtoiuuseof
OTCE.

The decision o launch a siike against Irag
was probably tzken some time ago. The delay,
between decision and implementation, was
merely the wait for a suitable excuse, one that
might vest it with a semblance of intemnational
legality. .
But what kind of strike are we waiting for?
Certainly it is unlikely to be as comprehensive
an operation as Desert Storm. Marine and air

as the oil fields, presidential palaces and bridg-
es, will almost cenaioly be atacked. .

Madeleine Albright announced during her
last visit to Cairo that “we aim to abort Sad-
dam’s capability to obtain or develop weap-
ons of mass destruction, or to threaten his
neighbours.™

Despite such reassuring words, that cloak a
whole range of other vnspoken aims, one might
ask, is such massive and brutal use of power by
the US sufficient to realise regional stability,
and 10 resolve the diplomatic or technical issues

voived a lengthy operation.

of regional imbalance between Israel. that pos-
sesses snch weapons, and #ts neighbours, which
are not allowed to. _'

These is no greater danger to the stability of
any region than the existence of a strong entity
in the midst of weaker neighbouss. Stability can-
not. after all, ever be accomplished before ef-
fecting a balance between the two aspecis of

and imterests. ]

While on the subject of Israel, let us &ry to
surmise its ole in this operation. Israel witl
not forget that a rocker was fired at it during
the Desert Storm operation. Only the US was
able to prevent it from retafiating, an action
dictated by Washington's fear of provoking
problems with the Arabs who had participated
in the operation. But today the Arabs do not
inspire fear or arouse concemn in anyone at afl.
Not only that, but regional inter-Arab re-
laticns, though intertwined, continue to be at-

But politicians should know how to discriminate
between a bad option and worse options, asd
differentiate between a calculated risk and a

- foolish gamble. Suicide is not the bess option for

dealing with crises, and incomplele solutions ar:
capable of preempting a crisis and preventing its
transformation into active combat. .

If President Saddam from this critical
sifuation with increased food-for-oil deals. this
will be deemed a wise course which will pro-
vide some satisfaction and will averi the sur-
render which he doss not acceps If he allows
the opporrmity for a solution 10 be :
about through the Arabs” good offfces. that will
serve as ample cover for the required fetent
Later, after a saitable cooling off pericd. the op-
pressive international resoludons which bhave
caused far more crises than stability, might be
reviewed. Punitive sanctions, after all. cannot
possibly be imposed torever, nor the embargo

Chairman of the Boar. ...eeeeee - cevenseen-lorahim Nafie of?'m:tfe combined action is ﬁ{. 10 lieatthgh;:;t Yer after the command had declared Its mis- tenuated. In my opinion, Israel will be Ill]l;d-t;:- be indefinirely maintained. -
-in-Chi i operation as Iraqi orces are flus sion complete, more than 100 Iraqi airplanes  taking operations on its own account, whether - -
Editor-in-Ghief. Hosny Guindy mmmﬁﬁmmmmm ﬂewml:anianairpom.Someinmblythinks Iraq directs a blow against it or refrains from  The writer is a former minister of defence and
Managing Editor Hani Shukrallah | gk A ponhern offensive might be camried  of a similar scenario — what if, after declaring  doing so. lsrael will act not only to avenge the  chief of General Intelligence. _
Assistant Editor. Wadie Kiralos :
Assistant Editor. Mona Anis - — )
o oo Is war inevitable? Lossons nfeadersrip
General Manager for Advertising...—. Hassan Hamdi By Naguib Mahfouz I
- - . w . -
Mohamed Sid-Ahmed argues that a peaceful settiement of the Iraqi crisis is, at The media frenzy o
iIsi i i i inki i surrounding Pres-
Al-Ahram Offices this juncture, the key factor in preventing the Middle East from sinking into chaos surrounding, Pres-
Main love affairs has
Ofce ealed ral
_?bm%maam ] It is not clear whether the dogs of war will be  in point is the recent trial in France of Roger Ga-  dressing the wrong done to the Jews is given to that ﬁvmsﬁn, sef\;im-
elephones: STS61M/STE620045T, . Direce: 5786063 unleashed or Iraq for the violations committed  raudy, whose book, The Founding Myths of Israeli  of redressing the wrong inflicted on the Pal- First, while a per-
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Emall weekly @ahrm.org 5 mitted by Bill Clinton. What is clear. however, for what is acmally ani-Semitism. The questions  cept a negotiated settlement of the entire conflict | oo b goies

Overseas offices is that the Clinton admainistration is excessively  his book raises m connection with the Holocanst and establish peace on solid grounds. Europe Is re- the world. he must consianthy act in

USA tolerant when it comes to Netanyahu's viola-  are seen by his detractors in France as denying that  quired to assme this responsibility, not only for a way consistent with his position,
tions and totally uncompromising towards those ~ Jews were targeted for no other reason than that  moral or ethical reasons, but for its own essential | . mfms of responsibility ﬁ cep-
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by Saddam Hussein or because of those com-

of Saddam. This casts doubts on the supposedly
unbiased stance of the United States in its role as
sponsor of peace and stability in the Middle
East, and raises the question of whether it is
qualified to continve monopolising this highly
critical role.

Actually, the time has come to invite other inter-
national parties, like Europe, Russia and China, wo
play a more active role in promoting the canse of
peace in the Middle East. On the question of a uni-
fied Evropean stand, it is worth noting that Tony
Blair’s high-profile support for Bill Clinton last
week seems o be governed by considerations
which raise questions as to Britain’s commitment
to the European Union. Both Tony Blair and Bill
Clinton reached the pinnacle of power in their re-
spective countries from a position of left of centre
in society, moving thereafier closer to the centre,
towards the middle class which is acquiring ever
greater importance in the developed societies of the
post-bipolar world order.

Because the Middle East is of snch vital geo-
political importance, ne international party can af-
ford 10 remzain on the sidelines while its fate is be-
ing determined. Today Russia has become the most
visible mediator with Saddam. Iis parfiament, the
Duma, has threatened to vote against the continued
imposition of sanctions against Irag if the Amer-
jcans go forward with a military strike, while Yel-
stin has been quoted as waming thar the military
option could trigger off a third world war. But
while Russia may be the party most intercsted in
asserting iis presence on the Middle East stage at
this juncrure, particularly France, which
canrot stand idly by and watch a region in its im-
mediate vicinity go up in flames, can be the most

Policy, is acensed of using anti-Zionism as a cover

they were Jews. and, hence, as absolving the Nazis
of the crime of racism. In the Arab/Islamic world,
on the contrary, Garandy is seen as a hero, a David
defyimg the Zionist Goliath in the heare of the West-
em world, an issue of particular regonance at a Gme
the banner of Zionism is being raised by extremists
like-_N%u to jusify persecating the Pal-

estimans indeed, undenmining the entire peace

process.

Actually, the logic of characterising Garaudy as
an anti-Semite disguised as an anti-Zionist cam, if
camied Lo its ultimate conclusion, imply that he en-
joys wide admiration and support in the Arab/
Islamic world because he renounced the values of
the Judeo-Christian West through his conversion to
Islam. His popularity in Arab eyes could thus be
perceived as betraying, intentionally or not, a muta-
tion in the Arab-Istaeli conflict, from being a con-
frontation berween pan-Arabism and Zionism into
becoming one between Islam and Judaism. To mit-
igate the negative implications of this new religious
polarisation, there have been attempts to conch it in
more sophisticated terms. Oue prominent example
is Samuel P. Huntington's famous clash of civit-
isations theory, the word civilisation serving as a
euphemism for race or religion.

This is more to involve Europe more
closely in the search for regional peace and stabil-
ity. The United States, can, if it wishes, and, more
important, if it is ready to defy its powerful Zionist
lobby, bring pressure to bear on Isracl in onder to
reach a settlement. But Enrope, where the Jewish
pmllaalemamseinthcﬁrstplace.hasadiﬁmrole
0o play-

Europe has been the stage of the persecution of
Jews by Christians over centuriges, reaching a par-

estinians that the Arab peoples could come 1o ac-

interests. The world is still bipolar, though it is
along a North-South, and no lenger an East-West,
axis. 1t is also said to be governed by an emerging
globalism. Bar globalism cannot go hand in hand
with a North-Soath divide. There is every reason to
believe that the privileged North will protect itself
againgt what it can perceive 2s cootinoed on-
slanghts from the di
the physical barrers between North and Soath,
which are being lified in the name of ism, by
spiritual barriers drawn from the ideoclogical arsen-
al of racism.

And here France, presently the areaa of the de-
bate over the Garaudy affair. could evenmally de-
velop a wider debare that would touch on the un-
derlying problems that brought about the Garandy
affair in the first place. This year France is cel-
ebrating the bicenpennial of its relations with
Egypt, a key Middle East ist. Some mem-
bers of the Egyptian intelligentsia resent the com-
memoration of what they perceive as an act of ag-
gression against Egypt, namely, the
expedition, which wes launched exectly two cen-
turies ago this year. For them, it evokes France's
colonial project rather than the expedition’s sci-
entific and cultural achievements (the deciphers
of the Roscita Stone, which unlocked the door to
E;seuetsof}\nciem the introduction of the

printing press into etc). The best way of
scttlin gd::sdebatelsnoEtggyp:mhn i gintoscholaiﬁc
hair-splitting about the past. but by taking commeon
action in the present and for the sake of the future,
that is common action devoid of any neo-colonial
joi Amol;]-sl?mupgnms mm
Jjoint initiafive, s
France and Egypt. against a military solutionofa

Sconth by replacing -

son may enjoy all

utation. This applies to everyone.
even — perhaps especially —
heads of state. By virwe of his po-
sition, a president or prime min-
ister, a king or a judge. is not en-
titled to all the freedoms a normal
citizen enjoys.

Second, atiy violation of this rule
may compromise the very policy of
the state. Such a violation can himit
the leader’s ability to take bold, de-
cisive and credible stances. A case
in point is Netanyahu's latest visit

to Washington. whene an enfeebled
Clinton was compleiely incapable
of exerting anv pressure what-
soever on the [sroeli premier o
push the peace process foreard.
Through his personal conduct,
the US president undermined US
policies and damaged his own
country’s interests in Lhe region.
Third, in this context. the many
advantages of the American legal
system have been revealed. While
the system embodies the loftest
moral valoes. on the other kand, it
ensures that all American citizens
are treated equally before the law.
We have witnessed a president
dismissed for having resorted 10
unethical means to dominate his ri-
vals. President Clinton conld meet
the same fate. The details of this
whole affair. however, are beside
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Salama A. Salama

The Arab

impasse

We should not let wishfol
thinking delude us into be-
Hieving that 2 US military op-
erafion against Iraq can be
averted within the context of

solution that saves Saddam's
face. nor one that would en-
able France ar Russia to take
any form of eredit, much less
a solution that wonid give the
Arabs the least opportnity to
recover some of their dignity
after seven long vears of con-
tinuous concessions.

to crush Iraq now seems un-
avoidable, unless Baghdad
rencges compietely on its po-
sifon apd allows the UN
TAm access 1o a]] the re-
quired sites. W

day:sno:d:h‘bemnngwheﬂ:—
e to su'ike of not, or

mmistration and Congress is
gm'gelyasmthemofﬂn

tary operation to be
launched. The Clinton ad-
need d(:. bt

to destroy the military
infrastructones which burress-
es the regime, and 10 erad-
icate any facilities for the
production of chemical, bio-

e,
right-wing majocity in
the two houses of Congress,
however, is determined 1o

even for-

these two options is hardly |

visible to the naked eye, giv-
en the massive size of forces
gg:chbzgvebemdeployedin

region, unprecedented
since the second Gulf War.
Both are
But the US administration
may have wished to keep that
part of s plan under wraps,
50 as not to arouse objections
or fan the fears of its- Arab
“fiends”. Moreover, it Is
quite likely that the military

alone, nor will it stop at the
overthrow of an “outcast” re-
gime. The suike against
Baghdad may well be only a
first step, to be followed by
ﬂnlmplemcmanonofao;]m-
prehensive American. plan
for the region. This plan
“solutions™ 10

ception of Knwal and Bah-
ram (and possibly Jordan),
having been informed of the
d:samnsfa:eawmunghaq

. powess
ally, failed tomamtain the

Soatbox

Noah's son

According to the Qur'an, Noah tried 10 persuade his son o
follow him on the Ark in order o flee the imminent flood.
But Noah's son stapnebly rejected his father's pleas, choos-
ing instead to flee by scaling a mountain. Noah's son, of
course, drowned with all those who, unlike Noah, had
failed 1o see thay destruction was upon the world.

Sardam Hussein may be today’s answer to Noah's son.
While the entire world can foresee the destuction at hand,
Saddam alone categorically refuses 10 choose his conniry's
salvarion. His self-image is unrealistic and lacks the flex-
ibility needed to resolve this artificial crisis,

The erisis is artificial hecause everyone knows thar Sad-
dam no longer possesses any wespons of mass destruction,
has never had nnclear weapons, nor is there any chance
that he will in the future. The primitive chemical weapons
in the Iraqi arsenal were used against Iran and the Kurds,
and the few that remain have lost their cficctiveness due to
long periods in storage. As for biological weapons, these
can be manufactured in any biology teacher’s laboratory,
and the few missiles in Iraq meap that the biological weap-
ons are no thréat to Iraq™s more distant neighbours,

Saddam and his inner circle of supporters spread the lie
of the weapons of mass destruction, secking lo propagate
the image of Iraq as an invincible miliary power. This im-
age is litle more than a myth, but Israel
and the West continue to spread the false- ﬂﬁ-

', )
o
- e

hood.

An antack on any Arab state is in Israel’s
best interest; for Washington, the Guif re-
gion holds resources which must be pro-
tected at any cost. Saddam is merely the
hand of fate, through which all the mer-
ests in the region — except those of the
Iraqi people — can be fulfilled.

=

This week's x speaker is the man- “:hb:l::d
aging editor of the Al-Ahram daily. Moneim

Hljackmg the UN

Two crimes, one culprit. Hassan Nafaa hears the sound of silence

Whm:he“swdeulme"ﬂupwdaﬂerhwden:Sad—
dam Huossein's disastrous decision to invade Kuwait, the
whole world was amazed to find 2 United Nations quite
different from the organisafion to which it had been ac-
customed. The UN as the world knew it was an in-
effective, inactive intemational isation, onable to
take any initiative, inondated with debits 1o the poimt of
near ba .. The US, which reganded the with
contempt, of stalled in its dues, or defaulted al-
.Onﬁl:evgoflhe crists, the US owed the

place under vapsual circnmstances. Not once did the Se-

- curity Council refer to chapter seven. of the UN Charter;

nor did it draw.up a mechanism for collective.secority.
And-onlyin the case of fonmer Rhodesia and South Africa
did the Security Council impose Limited economic sanc-

‘gons, In both cases, many countries, particulady Westem

which' the vicioos apartheid regine as an

‘No sooner had Iraq invaded Knwait, howevez, than the
Secmity Conneil suddenly resred np like a genie fising
from a bottle. In under three months the Cooncil passed 12
resolutions, all refecring to chapter seven of the UN Char-

Tnposed an unprécedented number of polit-
ical and economic sancticns on Jraq, followed by a com-
military siege to ensure that the entire mter-

national commmuaity abide by the resohutions. Finally, the
countries which had assisted in the Eberation of Kirwait re-
smtedtomﬁ!mfomewcompellraqtoahdebv&umy

Council resolations.

Undoubtedly, several factors cnabled the Security Coun-
cil to play this unnsual role: the natare of the crisis, its tim-
ing, the scale of the international and interests o~
volved, divisions in the Arab world and the Arabs™ fatlure
tocontain the crisis, ..

All these factors, and many others, however, fail to ad-

equately accomnt for what Another, external
condition was necessary. It the circumstances
" that enabled the possibility m:hmrymmennonmbe

made concrete and certain, This condiion was the end of
the Cold War and the beginning of a new phase characier-

lsedbyag!obﬂmd:suibuumofpowu' The “new world
. the UN to new heights during the early
'monﬂ:s the second Gulf cxisis.

Armed with this brave new slogan, countries keen to
panish Iraq were sbie to justfy their position, claiming
that their tarpet was not Iraq) i particalar, but any preseat
or fotore aggressor. The “new world ordes™ rested on the
anngannnﬂ:a:ﬂ:ecnldvvm-wasmeonlyobsmdemool-
cil pﬂﬂyg::scudmg ﬁu?mc the end

"s past to this perspective,
of the Cold War patnrally paved the way for an effective
UNroleasmv:swnedmﬂr.otgamsauonschmmr The

new world onder, however, was only an lusion invented
then covertly sold to the word by the US during the Guif
. The new order was a principal link in the chain of
Amenmn to enable the US to handle
lhecnsnsmgle—handedly That the UN should emerge
victorions from the crisis was never a part of America’s
strategy. The real chiective was that the US emerge a5 the

waeld's sole superpower.

‘The bad faith inherent in this conscions r was clear
i ot observers even before the 5 of Ku-
wait. This was brought home on two main occasions.

Fh'st.hael:gnmadUNmsolunonswhﬂclhthdfcnms
was in progress, making it clear that the Security Council
ing double standards. Some were still prepared
to believe that the US would exert every effort, as it had
pledged, to realise a comprehensive, lasting and jost set-
tement 1o the Arab-Israeli conflict, and justified pro-
crastination on this point, suggesting that a solution could
only be found after Kirwait's liberation, to avoid giving
Saddum Hussein credit for asettlement.

- USanotives appeared even more dubious on the second -

ommwbmﬁleus.mstedﬂmmm{mnebeused
to contain the Gulf crisis and that countries cooperating
with Kowait give it the mandade to use farce. The al-
temative of resorting to collective security mechanisms,
in accordance with the UN Charter, was discarded. Yer
once again, some people were still prepared to believe
thalAmmmnmstmemfnmewmdnemlylomc—
tical and procedural factors.

In this context, those suspicices of American intentions
had no alternative but to wait in the hope that time would
tell. Two other incidents, however, made it clear that they
were fooling only themselves.

Tt seemed that the US was genvinely trying to foffil its
commitments when Rt exarted immediate, msistent pres-
sure on Israel (o attend the Madrid conference. Jt soon be-
came obviocus, however, that the US had no intention of
going further than that. Gradually the American position
drew closerto that of Israel, and eventually it was no long-
er possible o 1ell the difference between the two. Fur~
thermore, rether than putting pressure on Isrsel, the US
begait to turm the heat op on the Arabs, under the pretext
that the concessions they had made were insufficient.

Nor did the US make any serious attempt to resort (0
collective security or to repair the damage
sustameddunngﬂleColdWar On the contrary, the US
songht zhsolate freedom 1o exercise its power unfettered
by eny constraints of international . While it in-
itiafly showed enthusiasm i Restore i
Somalia, the US eventually ensured that the US con-
tingent was independent of the UN force sent to keep the
peace. The US then withdrew from Somalia without wait-
ing for a Security Comncil nesohution. Obviously, there
were no American interests in Somalia worth fighting for

Subsequent incidents revealed that the role of
the UN in the new world onder had po place in American

: the US was not interested in exteading former UN

-G Boutros (H:U;th lemm in office. re-
restructuring the cxpanding the Secumity
mmbaship.ormolvingtheUN‘sﬁmncialcﬁ-
sis. While chrring the Guif crisis, the US hastened to pay its

financial commitments to the UN, it iavened

Whether one assumes that the mandate to nse force

o its traditional tactics as soon as the military operation
came to an emd. Today, the US is the biggest UN detxor,
Many analysts failed to realise that from the very be-
ginning of the Gulf crisis on 2 August 1990, the US had
oo imention of allowing the UN to tackle the crisis in ac-
cordance with the organisation™s charter. Rather, the US
strove to act as the UN's proxy in managing the crisis. In
other words, the US wanted the UN to bless its policy in
Jraq and the region. This aim was achieved in November
1960, when the Security Council passed a resolation giv-
ing the US a mandate to use force against Iraq. Immedi-
ately after this resohuion, the White House and the US
took the crisis over from the Security Conncil and the UN.
Thereafier, all rescluons conceming the timing or sus-
pension of military operations, the weapons used, the in-
tensity of the altacks and even the conditions for a cease-
fire were actually American resolutions, Between 29 No-
vember 1990 (when the mandate resolution was issued)
and 3 April 1991 (when Resolution 687, stating the condi-
tons fora cease-fire, was passed), the Sccurity

Council was totally paralysed. apparently hostage to the -

US’s dictates. The Coumeil could not even convene to fol-
low developments on the groond. Nor conld it convene to
discuss French and Russian initiatives for a peaceful set-
tdemenr. The Council was only released o endorse Res-
olution 687. Former UN Secretary-General Javier Perez
de Cuellar commented, “This is oot the UN's war... be-
cause the coalition forces that fought the war did not raise
dleUNﬂag.andﬂ:elr!eaiﬂshlpwasnotsubjecthN
and observation...”

supervision
It was o coincidence that in its draft resolution for a
cease-fire, the US linked the lifting of comprehensive
sanctions on Iraq with the complete elimination of weap-
ons of mass destruction. To Bft sanetions agamst Irag an-
other UN resoluticn would be required., since Kuwait had
been liberated, and the US could always veio such a res-
olution if and when it was put on the table. In other words,
the US can continue to impose its will on Iraq forever.
More importantly, the US claims that the resolution al-
Jowing it to use force against Iraq is still valid, and that
there is no need for another mandate. Indeed, the US has
struck Iraq twice since cease-fire was imposed, without
the Security Council’s clear ission. In the currem cri-
sis, the US continues to behave with the conviction that it
has the right to use force nnilaterslly to compel Iraq to
open its presidential palaces to UNSCOM inspectors.
Th:spa'plmnng!og:chsnobas:smlhelaw The Se-
carity Council's mundate regarding the use of force
against!raqwasmmdbefmed:efonnaumoflm-
SCOM, the UN committee entrusted with the job of in-
specting the destruction of Iraq's militry arsenal. Ac-
cordingly, there is oo link between the UN mandate and
lhewu:u-l:of:lsm_':m= bemusedxemmn.lfenotﬂ:_
objective mandate to the nse
ﬁwaslhcﬁbuamnoﬂ(uwmt—mﬁbmgehajw—
ond, the mandate 10 the use of force was issued
for the benefit of the international coalition
formed during the Gulf crisis, not for the benefit of any
speaﬁceoumryorgrwpofcotmm;sﬂmm&dm
bomb fraq.

against Iraq and UNSCOM's task are linked., however, or,
on the contrary, believes that the mandate o use force
does not give any member of the coalition that helped lib-
erate Kuwait the right to use force against Irag, the Secur-
ity Coancil, in the final analysis, is the only body that
shonld decide the size and type of offence committed and
the force n to commect the offence. It is easy to im-
agine the global chaos that will ensve if each member of
the coalition that helped liberate Kuwait — around 30
countries — unilaterally decides to bomb Iraq ar will
whenever it that Iraq is adempting to impede the
wark of UNSCOM. From a purely legal point of view,
there should be no use of force against Iraq withont a fresh
amnd unambiguons mandare from the Security Couneil to
thmeﬁeu.hqltfoﬂows.mafmmmgfuseofg{?u
agamst by any country, irrespective of its might, or
group of countries, regardless of their number, amounts to

an upequivocal act of aggression.
Tuming 1o the inspections issue, it is obvious that a
number of UNSCOM experts, parti ¥, Richard But-

fer, the chief inspector. are acting as agents of the US, in-
dependendy of the UN5 will. Some of UNSCOM's ex-
perts are former or current CIA operatives and cleady
submit their reparts to the US before the UN. Butler's
statement thar Iraq could destroy the population of Tel
Aviv confirms thar the head of UNSCOM does ipdeed
work for an fsation — but it is not the UN. Botler
has yet to include in his reports to the UN information to
back bis recent statement. Additionally, while a spate of
criticism greeted Butler’s controversial statement, the si-
lence of the US and the secretary-general speaks vol-
urnes.

The US did indeed “hijack™ the Security Couneil,
both before and after the second Gulf War, The hi-
jacking is still in progress, and the US is under the im-
pression that, since the Council once gave it the right
to handle the crisis, it cannot reclaim that right before
a “permanent solution”, as defined by the US, is
reached. Ironically, the UN appears totally helpless m
the face of the two mterlinked issues of Iragq and Is-
racl. In Irag, the UN is attempting to induce the inter-
national community to legitimate Iraq's desrruction by
the US. In Isrzel, the UN aims to ensure that ali is sail
and quiet as Palestine is deszroyed. Both rivers flow to
one sea: Isracli hegemony in the region.

How long will the world stand by and watch as these

cently warned that American insistence om 2 milateral
strike could lead to a third world war. Does this mean that
a brave man is finally moving to release the bostage? or is
this mere rhetoric? At the very least, it implies that a subde
change has wmken place; until very recently, no one would
have dared to even question the use of force on Iraq.

The first stage of the 1990 crisis elevated the UN 10
great heights. Today, it seems that the current, and per-

haps final, stage of the crisis will be the UN's ruin.

The writer is a professor of political science at Cairo Uni-
versity.

7o Tte Editon

Garaudy on trial

Sir- It is good to see that there has
been such a response to the Ga-
randy wisl in the Arab and I
congratulate the Weekly on its many
-good contributions o, this subject.
However, I felt puzzled by the head-
fine “Rushdie the second " in the is-
sue of 22-28 January, it is troe that
Salmsn Rushdie is also being per-

" sscuted for what he wrote, but 1

wonld suggest that this is where the

similarity stops. Neither in sub-
stamenurmfoundomesecass

- ture of the support Garandy is given

in the Arab press, which suggests
ﬂm:_tallhgges.onhmbemgn

g A S e e e e
. Lo

and how such a law could be intro-
duced and enacted in this day and
fike France, knowa

law i5 designed to protect a certain
wotld view and make it sacrosanct
and forbid imellectual inguiry. Why
the law makers of France should
have singled owt Zionist ideology
for such umique and anachroniste

there -are lawyers, men trained in
logical thinking, who confuse at-
titades towards an ideology serving
a particnlar state, with common.

aganst

'Ih:lecanbenodwbtwha:oon-
stinutes racism or racist slurs. “Anti-
Semitisw” is already a2 far more

ic humam assoctarion COD-  hazy concept, since the only sci-
testing the right of the French court  eptifically mgiyng of
1o judge “the great  wGeminc”™ i I ic and includes

anumbu-ofuﬁnctandlivinglan—
guages, foremost among them Ar-
abic, and by extension may refer to
the people who speak those lzn-

However, the meaning of

; SO2gEs.

- anti-Zionism is clear — it refers @
. the attitdes of those who disagree
of Zionism, just.

‘with the ideology
as ope might disagree with com-
The “crime”™
of Garaisdy was 1o question the his-

torical and factual basis of Zionist
ideology. nothing more and nothing
less. Up to the introduction of the
Gayssot Law this was his legal
nght.asxt:ssuﬂhxsleg:ﬂnli'lilhlm
question any other kind of ideology
or investigate any other historical
events. As some writers have point-
ed out, be is even free 1o question
the existence of God! It is in this
perspective that the Garaudy case
bas to be seen, and ouly then can we
grasp the epormity of the threat that
such a law represents, for it reums
us lo the 16th century, the a2e of the
Inquisition and witch hunts — and
it gives the state of Israc! legal pow-
€13 over citizens of another couniry.
Gerda Mansour

Dokki

Traffic trauma

Sir- The policy of enlightened and
environmentally attentive taffic de-
paruments around the world Is 1o di-
vert beavy, commercial traffic away
from city ceomes and small city
streets to the outskirs of the city.
The exception 1o this generai mle 15

The Minya Traffic Department.
mﬂ:ﬂ:cappmvaloflhc(ﬁty(‘.‘oun—
cil, bas routed traffic mto inner city
streets without the local
residents whom this decision af-
fects, ignoring the bundreds of com-

———mmE | e s s

plaints that their dacision has gener-
ated.

in an amempt to clear the square in
front of the Minya m.lway station,
heavy commercial waffic bas been
rerouted away from the six-lame
Railway Road (Saad Zaghloul),
Square slongade therikeay i o

tlo \ot on
the weswrnngzidge of town..ayl.o Adli
Yakan Street, a narrow street in the
middle of town.

Raflway Road has no buildings on
the railway side and only three
apartment  buildings and scvofmmlf
government agencies on the
side. No one normafly parks on
Railway Road as there are so few
residents, 0o shops and almost no

traffic. Mone mportant-

ly, there are no iutersections along -

this road.

Adly Yakan Street, on the other
band, was designed as a small res-
iclential street and has heavy pe-
desudan traffic, including young
schonlchildren.hlshncdunboth
sides of the street by innumerable
shops, old resideptial buildings, six
schools, the Central Minya Court
House and the Red Crescent Emer-
gency Ambulance Depot. It also has
meny intersections, on average one
every 50 metres,

The enormity ofthemghunare
can be appreciated in that, in addi-

tion to the heavy trucks and other
commercial traffic now rerouted to
this narrow city street, it must also
accommodate buses and mini-vans
carrying some 24.000 students eve-
ry day from the south of town and
from the station o the university on
the northern owskirts.

In this sitation, pedestrians, par-
ticularly schoolchildren, are sub-
ject 10 both the very real threat of
being run over at ali hours of the
day and the effects of the noxious
fumes and poise polluting the
streel. The old buildings are ex-
posed 1o severe vibrations that will
cause rapid deterioration. The wraf-
fic jams in front of the Court
House ar a major security B-
ability. The emergency am-
bulances often have long delays in
gening out of their depot in re-
sponse to emergency calls. And
the resoumdmg homs never stop.

The Traffic Department made 2
s;mﬂaranemptmjanua:ylm By
March, two of the old buildings had
crumbled from the vibrations, clos-
ing Adly Yakan Sueet and Gom-
houriya Stest for several months.
How many med?mlfglrngcglg
collapse. or people die, -
fic Department to realise the rash
nature of this enterprise?

The entire problem s caused by
the total Iack of trainmg and ef-

fectiveness of the Traffic De-
partment They have no control

though elementary traffic planning

and control methods prohibit bus
stops and commercial depots within
30m of any intersection. If the Traf-

drivers by not allowing them to
make stops within one block north
and south of Station Square, there
would be no fie-nps or waffic prob-
lems in the square, thereby ennbling
normal heavy traffic 10 feed easily
north into Railway Road.

Rather than permiiting hooligan
drivers 10 do as they please, the

bus stops on the
side of the road and at specified dis-
tances away from all intersections,
for the drivers 10 queuc at when
they pick up or drop off their farcs.
We call on the minister of es-
vironmeni, Nadia Makram Abeid,
to belp us rid our city streets of
these potential dangers, pollution
mwﬁfm
idents
of Minya
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Csaba Kirily. possessed of Hongarian hands. and not as extinet as, right, the dodo

God bless the dodo

Piano recital Csaba Kinily., Gemn-
hourixa Theatre, 7 Feir

You walch the hands of Hungarian
pianists because they possess hidden
power — thev can strangie and do
wmfic mayhem. But vou don't see
them. they move oo fast and are oo
subtle. Behind them lies a long his-
wry of hysierical deveption.

Csaba Kirily. the voung Hungarian
pianist, hus two hands though yvou
can eusily be forgiven for thinking he
has three or four more. Yet ke is no
thunder clapper. Thev. in any case.
tend to conte along the Russian pi-
anist production convever belt and
Kirdly is custom made in Budapest
He has passed through the Bardk
School of Music and the Franz Liszt
Academy. working with. among oth-
ers. the pianist Zoltan Kovsis. a Liszt
power house.

The concert was a three-Tayer affair
and almost oft-pulting in its spgges-
tion of 2 no helds barred power ploy.
It began with the least weighty music
of the concert and ended with the full
muscle show of Liszi's garganman
piano sonata in B minor. As if this
were not enough. between these two
jumbos came, of all things. the tran-
scription for piano of Stravinsky's
ballet Perrushika. Csaba Kirily's cre-
dentials for such a programme are of
the highest. Hungarian music and
musicians are nated for their cou-
rage. staying power and imagination.
They have the immediacy of effect
and genuine knock our power of the
melodies and rhythrs of the Czar-
das, the gypsy “zigeuner” amd the
Magyar. Unleashed. these three ele-
mental forces [orm the sirongest pev-
sonality of any music. except the
eastern  originated flamenco. Un-
tamed, the rhythms sweep through
Western music like a gale from wide
open spaces. They go from Liszt to
Ligeri. galloping past Bartdk en
route. making a massive foolprint on
twentieth century music, And Kirily
has played his part. having given the
world premieres of Kurtag's double
concerto with the London Sinfonieita
and, in Hungary, of Giorgi Ligeti's

Books

David Blake waiches Hungarian hands

Piiano concerno.

in spite of a sieely technique. he has
much more than the travelling virtuo-
so's bagfull of a few scasonal set
pieces. He has the odginal musical
outlook that marks all truly Hungar-
ian pianists who hold fiercely to their
richis us interpretive artists, At imes
thev go lar over the Lop. disappearing
into stum land. though even this is of-
ten dome with sufficient bravado and
technical brilliance (o escape any crit-
icism.

Kirily's Beethoven opus 1M was
an example. It is a strong. capricious
picce. It even falls foul of the routine
sonata form at times and loses itself
in mediations. then races off to cli-
maxes with unexpected abandon.
There are x¢ many ways to play it and
dead with its Sibyiline like utterances
and cvnpical answers o the problems
set tor the unfortunate plaver. It needs
a4 cinematic eye 10 plot a pathway
through. Kirily has a stem overview
and went for architecture. form and
speed. Beethoven's mysteries, and
their expected answers. provide no
clues. The pianist is left totally ex-
posed. Technigue will not help.

This player molded the first part. ig-
noring almost evervthing bui the way-
wardness of its dramatic pauses and
unequz] tempi. Chords playved. some-
times solid and wedge-like, darkly
coloured then gentle. The music be-
gins to sing and then darts into 2
scherzo with brashly powerful strikes
and flashes. No ame for reflection or
philosophy. Stark

The middle area of the work was
hushed with the long finger runs Bee-
thoven enjoved w give pianists, in-
timations of things yet to come. There
is po real form to the work at all, it is
more a fantasia made up of rushes
then hesitations. a drmmatisation of
the indecisive. This 101 is a musical
forerunner of the ~uncertainty prin-
ciple”. Emotion moves in all direc-
tions. It is thomy. like a pineapple,
with the same acid sweet laste. The
piano must find all this, and the

player was equal to it. He never went
for musical verbiage but an exact
stabbing precision.

Cool. bopy Beethoven, who is a
complex master with whom to come
to terms. There was no time for re-
gret. Only Bach-like fugue patterns
were depicted. It was high-spirited
and sharp-edged.

Afier this sonata, the pianist left the
scene, One worders if he went 0
complain about the thread bare ar-
thritic chair he was sitting on. Seem-
ingly not because he strode straight
back t the piano without a mo-
ment’s stop and thundered into the
opening scene from the piano versien
of Swavinsky's Petrushka.

The celebrated melody of the
snowy crowd scene with bears.
horses, babies and toboganists all
flashed up from the piano as if
from the full orchestra, and that’s
the way it was till the end. We had
visuals. Petrushka himself danced
past and around us. The piano had
gone. Kiraly’s steel technique and
hands, indeed all his body. dis-
appeared. We had the very Rus-
sianness of the music obliterating
all else, Kirily included. At times
he appeared as in a cinematic flash.
crouching over the keyboard. at
others a figure up straight, hands in
the air flying overhead, then down
into the deep shadows of the plat-
form itself. We went through the
pathetic drama of the puppet’s trag-
edy. What sort of a name is to be
given to this kind of piano playing?
Perhaps possession.

The moors” dusky music swayed
and statiered, the doll is transfixed,
the soldier put to rout Petrushka
himself is no masch for a cruel and
vulgar world. but this world bobs and
bustles on.

As in the ballet it begins to snow
heavily. Stravinsky's musical miracle
of the irony of the lovely roseate
flakes enncbling even the brutes in
boots and high fur hats slapping their
thighs, indifferent to all but vodka

and oblivion, was there. For the piano
it needs also a miracie, this soow
scene. Stravinsky makes it clear that
the helpless have no graveyards, and
so the cinematic piece came savagely
to an end, uplifting but scarifying. An
intermission was necessary for all for
yet more was to come of a similar
probing imtensity — the block-like
monument of the B minor sonata of
Liszt. A dodo of historic importance.

Kirdly began it with a show of great
muscularity. His swong hands are
good at grandeur. and so it began
though it was not o continue like this.
Something then appeared in the mu-
sical landscape of Liszt’s often crit-
icised “blousy baroque™ masterpiece
— something big. 2 mammoth from
another era of historical time. After
blundering and crashing about, it
stood there in front of us, huge, vul-
nerable, helpless, naked and innocent.
The pianist had stripped it down, de-
molished its covering and there it
stood beginning another life directly
in front of us.

Everyone big enough has a bash at
the B minor. People strange enongh
rush in regardless, like mewspapers
making sure they get a good shot of
the corpse. But this mammoth was
getting none of ithe usual obituary
line. It was looking for someone o
love or be loved by. Kirdly didn™t
seem to love it but he understood it.

There come moments in music
when things go beyond pity — they
just have to be accepted. There is
nothing visual or anecdotal about this
work. Kirdly gave it a try and almost
brought it off.

The B minor is not sure of itself. At
the climax it falters and this is no
fault of the pianist. Liszt was not Mo-
zart. Horowitz conld stagger the
world with his performance of the B
minor when in his twenties, but he
was afraid of Mozan all his life. In
this strange fantasia everything seems
to be lying in wait for something else,
bui nothing comes. With pellucid fin-
ger work and noble spaces Kirdly
brought off his own miracle, a loving
sympathetic shot about a failed and
extinct species. God biess the dodo.

‘The vagaries of history .

The July
Revolution
Files: 122
Testimonies,

" Tarek Habib.

_Cairo: Al-Ahram
Centre for
Translation and
Publication, g
1997

Kq.

rs: the

Re'volu Command

_“t‘-jﬁ
Council

It is certainly very intercsting

revolutionary rulers of Egypt

then minister of war (de-
fence), and the second man to

history.

making of modern Egyptian

ia all its twigts and turns,
Some say that Amer was

to be preseated with 2 glimpse
of modem history through the
testimonijals not onty of those
who made it but those whose
lives were shaped by cvents.
And to have achieved this.
which is exactly what Tarek
Habib does in his book The
Julv Revolution Files, is 1o
small feat.

To speak of Habib as the
anther of this volume would
10 be guilty of an jnaccuracy.
He is, rather. the compiler.
gince the cument volome

to members of the Revolu-
tionary Council and par-
ticipants in the Free Officers
Movement, the catalyst 1o the
July Revelution. In addition.
there is a fair smattering of
people whose actual connec-
tion to political evenis is
more tangential. The (es-
umonies of Egyplian and
non-Egyptians are duly re-
corded, of wrilers, actrésses.
painters, businessmen and ex-
ministers. And. necessarily,
religious figures also figure

Nasser.

Such a method inevitably
leads 1o the recording of a
great many contradiclory
statements. Yel there can be
no doubt that such contra-
dictions, rather than under-
mining a text such as this. act
10 eohance its veracity. The
contradictions that exist in
the book are real. in as much
as they are felt and believed.

“Was Abdel-Nasser a mem-
ber of the Muslim Broth-

It is a chronicle that appears
0 contain as many conmra-
dictions as the interviews.
coniradicions prefaced on
similar discrepancies in the
perspectives  of those who
1ook part. The impression one
gets s not that anyone is de-
Liberarely being economical.
or twisting the wuth. Instead,
they are privileging their owmn
version of events over equally
plausible but compering ver-
sions. It is. therefore, a fac-
wal account of events, in as

governing his own state, not
|r_nplcmenting Nasser’s de-
cisions, but his own. Others
insist that the field marshal
wias not qualified to hold the
positions he held. According
to one interviewee, his prom-
inent positon was based on
political motives and not
practical ones.

Cenainly there can be litle
doubt that the pulse, the fast
moving tempo of this book,
'IIS'\.E product of Tarek Habib's
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m,m' Gaﬂa:r { E-Sherifein St
Dowmown. Tel 393 1699 Dailx
10on-3pm & 7.50pm-W030pm: Fri
7 30pm-1t.30pm. Unul 13 Feb.

indlan Jewellery
Saladln Baliroom, Cacro Sheraton,
El-Galaa St Gia. Tel 360 6031, I2-
15 Feb, 10om-3pm & Spm=10pm. For
mure injormahon, contact the Indian
Embaszy. tel 392 5147,

it 11 Shagaret
El-Dorr 5t Zamalek Tel 341 3419.
Daily 10am-Ipm & Hpm-Spms. Uil
I Feh.

El-H
#‘:ﬂﬂ- Tel 354 . Dailv exc Fri
& Sit, iDam-2pm & Spm-Sprm. Unril
20 Feb.

Beal Presser [ )

Goethe Instinue, 5 -Salam

St tex-Bustm St). Bab EI. . Tel
R D e
2pm & Spm-Spm, Unil

an fon of photographs

Swiss anist who worked togetber with
Wemer Herzog during the of

Siay-rwo works by 31 prom-
imemt Imafian  comempoary
artisis under the titke Line-
Colour-Dream.
Glﬂlﬂ- sl'!
Akkaaton Gallery, Centre of
Arts, | El-Maahad El-Switsri
St, Zamolek. Tel 340 8211
Daily exc Fri. 10am-1.30pm
& 5 30pm-Spm. Until 24 Feb.
imings under the title Tnier-
nal Migration.

Alvued Moonib (Pamings)
Muborak Public Library. 4
El-Tahawia St. off EI-Nif St,
Giza. Tel 336 O291. Daily
exc Tues, llam-7pm. Untd
25 Feb.

Wordks under the title A Dialogue Be-
tween Natore and the Antist.

Marge Veillon
Cairg-Berlin Gallery, 17 Youssef El-
Guindi 5, Bab El-Loug. Tel 393 1754,
Daily exc Sun, !0am-2pm & Spm-
Spen. Unsil 25 Feb

Paitings doder the title L Image du
Reve et de L' Inagination.

gal_vGﬂlE-ywAmeﬁmU' riy i
] miversiry in
Caira, Main Campus. El-Sheikh Rikan
St. Tel 357 5424, Daily exc Fri & Sar.
Sam-IZpue & Gpm-Spm. Until 26 Feb.

e lllﬂ. ﬁekkmdnarﬁ-;h:;
streets,

in aod around Cairo.
Mohamed Hussein Hosay
Jor Indian Cuelture, 23 Talaat Harb
St, Downtown. Tel 392 5243, Opening
ﬁ.::eb. Daily IZ noon-Gpm. Until 26

340 3349 Daily exc Sun, 10.30am-

Jpat & 4 30pwm-Spm. Unnl 27 Feb.
Works ander the title Egypeian

Bet.

FILMS
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Itakion Filnas

ltafian Culinral Institute, 3 El-Sheikh

El-Marsafi 55, Zamalek Tef 340 5791.

14 Febi 7pme Otello (1986). Directed
by Zeffirelli, with P. Domingo and J.

15 Feb, 7par. Satyricon (1969). Di-
receed by Fellind, with M. Potter and
H. Keller.

Forest of The Little Bear

Japanese Information and Celtzre
Centre, 106 Qusr El-Aini 51, Garden
City, ]2 Feb, tipm.

Women in French Cinema

Listings

51 Tel 357 6373 .

14 Feb. Spu: Mo Saisen Preferfe
119931, With Catherine Deneuve,

15 Feb, Gprr; Ma Saison Preferée. as

above.

15 Feh, 8pr= Casque D'Or (1952)
'ith Sunone Signoret.

lﬁlFrb. Gpmr: Les Choses dela Vie

11970). With Romy Schneider.
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Drive In, entrance of E--Shoroug Ciry,
Cairg-Ismailia desert road. Tel 012-
219 083}, Daily 6.30pm & 9.50pm;
Thur & Fri midnight show. Metro. 35
Talagt Harb 5t Downtown Tel 393

rected by Sherif Arfa.

wa Arbe’in Saz Fi Isra'd
Caire Sheraton, i
Tel 360 GOBl. Daily _Ja.m Jpm,

3pm, Gpm, 9pm & midnight. Gdeon
IH, 4 Dr Abdel-Hamid Said St, Down-
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lsmailia Rayeh Gaey (Ismailia Back
and Forth)

Tork, Kheled El-Nabawi, Mohamed
DANCE
]
Le Corsalre
Muin Hall, Operc House, Gegira. Tel

Recital
p v Theatre. Gomkpmrye Sg,
Abdin, Tel 391 9956, 12 & 13 Fab.
Yo .
Yehia Khalil performs.

Roberto Cominati

imafian Cultarel instindge, 3 El-Sherkh
E1-Marscfi 5. Zamdek. Tel 260 3791
13 Feb. Spm.

from Scariani. Chopin. Scriabm and
Ravel

Cairo Symphsny Orchesas
masilfmﬂm.mm.u

Violin and Piano Recitsl

Small Hall, Opera House. s ahove
15 Feb. Sprz.
Cthman E}-Mahdi performe.

Small Hall, Opera House, as above.
f6 Feb, Bpm.

Musical Yonth Conceri
Small Hell, Opero House, as abeve.

17 Feb, Spm.

Demis Roassos
Main Hall. Opera House. os above
17-19 Feb. Spo.

THEATRE
—

Betrayal
Wolloce Theatre, Greek  Compus,
American University e Cawro,
Sheikh Rikan S Tel 357 6373. 15,
& 19 Feb, 8pm. 13, 14, 20 & 2] Fe

ipnnenminlﬁon of modem M-
{abomhi 3 Hamold P
and directed by Eric Gri

&sh

Komour
French Cailtural Iastitate, 1 Madraet

E-H El-Ferensiva 5. Mounira.
Tel 35 7679. 15-19 Feh. Tpm.

T )

by Ossama Raouf. F

El-Tayeb Wel-Sherrir (The Good and
The

Stadles of The
Moud Brick from The Giza Pistesn
Councll, 192 E-L’Nil' St Am' Ted
301 3319 16 Feb. 7pm.
Lectare by Dr Sekina Ayyad, assistant
professor of pal and plant ecol-
ogy, uiversiry,

The Nerm, Between The
Toe Normsl and
mIIJDrM-MmEW
(ex-Gam'eyer El-Nisr) 5. Mo
n. Tel 361 1932, {7 Feb, Spem
Lecture in French by Professor Preme

Woyzeck Opera . .
Goethe Tnstivare, 5 Abdel-Salam Arey 4724 b3 Wan File, perform, oo ALl information conrect at time of go-
$t Bub ElLoug. Tel 575 9877, 12 oy goge ing m:ﬂma,::
Direcied Theatre, Gomhouriva grammes, dates and times
Dirsaed by Wemer Hermog 11979, 3 oo 16.19 Fob, Jpom o changr a1 very short poscnr 2
El-Motemarredoun (The Rebels) MUSIC Pisasc send information o Listings, Ak
Gocthe Iasitate, as above. |7 Feh, SEE—— 43"'“51 Werkly, Galaa St,
Direcsed by Tawfik Saleh (1968, National Araliic Music Ensemble Fax ST86089/833.
Small Ball, Opera House, Gezira. Tel

Women In French Cinema 2412926, 1 '
Swart Hall, Main . American Selinnsa:.bz.m"s"'l Compiled by
University in Cairo, El-Sheikch Rihan Injy El-Kashef
Around the galleries

GALLERY at the Tial-

iam Insfitate was

given over to a collective ex-

. jons, prominendy. erhood”" imterviewses are backeround. For in the Y on natve,
ﬁﬁgiﬁmﬁnﬁ;ﬁﬁ Gl"l.!s:‘_ P As for lhz subjects covered, asked. "Never” — says one. much as those evenis are  end it reads like the transcript art, the epitome o?mm which is,
people. either directly or in-  they range from the prepara- “Of course.” says another. apen to a multiplicity of inter-  of a panicularly intriguing un ' ‘ e
Hireedly connected to the rev-  tion for the July *52 Revolu- _Another important aspect  precations. talk show. The pages spe The wide range of media — e
olution tion to the deposing of King  of this book consist of the  Towands the end of the book  and Habib asks all the right batik, Iot and Codie
And one of the strengths of  Farouk. the sise of Abdel- material arranged into 14 sec-  comes a particularly inter-  questions, The pace is fast, carved wooden mpom_ym s =
Hubib's method Lies in the Nasser. Arab unity and the tons. These range from esting section concermng the guests are controversial, for a varied exhibition and in- N pp——_
very broad spectum of not continuing struggle against ~Zero Howr™, the actual plan- Field Marshal Abdel-Hakim and the result is very in- dicated that often, the less con- iy
only the people interviewed imperialism. The book also ning for_ the_rew.:luu_?n, to Amer. Here, the complex and  formative, trived the original vision, the . ) ;;: 3
lso e subjects covered.  covers the 1967 defeat and ~Nusser is Victorious™, and  inricate namre of the re- : more moVing and direct the re- ) N
Inerviewees range from deals in detail with the dealh the "T“mél" SO"_';:'S"!" L th }:U(’"Sl“nﬂd mﬁ:mm _ Reviewed by sult, ' Mo kL
family members of the pre- of Abdel-Hakim Amer, the These hles chronic e Nasser r is exp Hamdji Sazd EI-Din e by : o .. :&E?
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Culture 13

Boxed in by books: Cairo’s international Book Fair continues to pull in the punters and provide shelter from the rain

Wet weather, full tent

Culture cultr._zre everywhere, but not a drop to drink? Hai Halim attended the Book Fair's seminar on the particular brands of culture presented in the pages of the press

A promising seminar topic . notwithstanding . —
“Newspaper Culture Papes” — the Caitural tent
was all but deserted, with the exception of a handfol.
of cultural jourgslists there 1o cover the event The
panelists, cultural editors and journalists themselves,
were loathe to address such a minusenle, in-house at-
dience. Then the heavens opened-and the sndden -
downpour brought a crowd of fair-goers into the wa-
ter-proof tent, prompting wise-cracks about nature be-
ing i the service of art, '

Shzaban Youssef

o‘r"emlt‘gel’fmings-modmmr

defined parametres of the debate: newspaper cul-
ture pages as opposed to cultural magazines and jonr-
nels, because the former réach the genera! reader; and
thus contribute to forming his or her consciousness.
Identifying the cument problems of newspaper cul-
tural journalism as he sees them — the sensationalist
titles, the cliquishness and private agendss of editors,
among other things — Yonssef offered the paradigm

against which the whole endeavour was 10 be defined: .-

laie novelist and critic Abdel-Faitah Fl-Gamal’s ed-
itorship of the literary page in EI-Missg in the. 1960s
which launched a new gemeration of hitherto wn-
known writers, Indesd, thronghout most of the ses-
sion, E-Gamal's npame would be invoked, with the
nostalgia for a perceived Golden Age.

The first speaker wa$ Magdi Hassanein, a culmre
editor in the weekly Al-Ahali (the voice of the le=ft-
it cdvor of tha army Jomnal Adss o Mo
aging editor j Wa Nc
(Literature and Criticism). The' experience ofdaqf
Ahali, Hassanein explained, had-a certain specificity,
in that the left-wing pewspaper draws a icular
readership assnmed to have a modicum’ of -culture.
“During Ramadan, for example, mast national dailies,
with the exception of Al-Akhbar... cancel their culnre
pages, as if there is a contradiction beiween the Holy
Month and cultore.™ - ’

Yet Hassanein was not abowl to claim thar Al- -
‘had not fallen victim, at imes,

Ahali"s colture
to “the tyranny of editors-in-chief”. Regular readers
of Al-Ahali will remember the very successfal forr-
page culture spread entitled “Kashkoul Al-Ahali”,
lannched a few years ago and then imexplicably dis-
continved, with all matters cultural being crammed
into a single page. Alloding to these-vicissitudes, and
pointing out that culiure pages are the first to be:en-..
croached tipon when advertising space is needed, Has—™
sancin lamented: “How 1 wish I 'kad lived in the age
when Abdel-Fattah El-Gamal supervised E-Missa’s
cultore pages.. none of the writers whom he laanched -
are rying to give the new generation a chance,”
Emad El-Ghazali of the liberal-oriented Wafd news-
paper’s culture page, commiserated with Hassanein-
“Editors-in-chief don’t like cultize pages.” As for the
editors of culmre pages, El-Ghazali suggested that be-
cause most are writers, they gear their pages towards
literanure, overlooking the other arts and giving full .
reign -to ther politicking Another problem ke de- -
ored was the tendency
And for the Sitation 10 "editars should. be
change, 2

changed quite snoply.” To demonstrate,
cited the culture page of the London-based, pan-Avab

daily Al-Hayai, for which e worked for a spell,'com- -

paring the international ‘outlook of its coverage and
the parochialism of-cultnral journalism in the local pa-
pers. It was partly a question of training and forma- -
tion as well as of budget, he explamed.]?.ﬂlm of cul--

a very small team of journalists and do pot attempt to
train or develop them. If El-Ghazali saw any way out
of the impasse, it was ig the example of the cultore
page ediiors (and fellow panelists) of the tabloid-style
Al-Dustour and Al-Osboue, who were young, had a
fresti vision and =s yet did not seem to have-de-
veloped their own agendas. o

Youssefpickedupdleﬂ:mdof?l.;lnpagesh?np_an—
Arab newspapers as opposed to opes. bringing
out the economic dmmﬁlmmhmﬁe;;
tent, quality and professionalism. i

would read two articles by the same author on the
same topic, one in a local paper and the other in A~
Hayet or Al-Quds and find that the version published:
in the pan-Arab paper is far superior. Ref: to the

‘Out in th

The first week of the 30th Cairo International Book
Fair has witnz=ssed a reasonable tum -out, particvlarly
when compared to last year, when the event no-
fortunately coincided with the holy month of Ram-
adan. The exhibition halls are crowded, especiaily at
noon when 2 great deal of attention appears to being'
paid to the fast food and sandwich stores, rather than
to the shelves of books. Perheps it is the price of new
books, as compared lo sandwiches. that e
this picnic ammosphere. T
Students from Asian countries, in Egypt to-smdy

'domt.becansethem_:-

s the ten of editars to cater for “whar
think ‘the ‘reader wants and not what he needs. g
i“There is’ this 'sgirit of ai-

fact that most of the Arabic press based owside the
Arab world is run by Syro-Lebanese editors, Youssef

mnderscored that “the point is not that the Levantines

are cleverclever, but that they don't expect you to

write for free.”

The stage had been set for Hamdi Abdel-Rehim, the
yonng, flashily winy coliwre editor of the somewhat
confrontationnfist — some wontid say sensationatist —
the weekly Al-Dustonr. “T do oot have apy problems,”

- began Abdel-Rehim, “My editor-ia-chief is not 1y-

rannical, in fact e Jets e do just as 1 please.” Having
. 5aid that, Abde]-Rehim. went on 1o explain that he did
in fact have problems, but. with the situation in gener-

-'al: Quoting a parable from Islamic history about the

theft of a rare copy of the Qur'an and the lamentation
it coused, be asked: “Well, who is responsible [for
conditions of culmral jour- ..

sumed that. the collection
will be sold out, bat it

nounced — nor. will they *=2
announce — the death of

the Ambs: Abde]-Nasser is
still with os, so are Umm
Kulthom,  Al-Mutanabbi,
Khaled Mohieddin... we are
the Egyptians who have
breached the Bar Lev

tonies: “Why do I feel I am -

ploeghing the sea, that I am
cailing to prayer in Malta?"
Alloding to announce-
ments of the death of the
grand narmative, and having

as the cause of the novel, Abdel-Rehim then mmed 10
another bete noire: Westernised literary ¢ritics who
use terms tha they shemselves do not understand, ~let
alone an Upper Epyptian reader who has no idea
about deconstruction”.

“These critics climb up the pipes of the houses of
Western critics. they break in, {tlch a few terms. return
and break im Naguib Mahfouz with a handful of w2rms
they sprinkie over him."™

Making 1o secret of his disapproval of Abdsl-
Rehim’'s tone and “choice of words — wornds thar e
find on the pages of A}-Dustour™. Youssef then mads
a few ipsinuations tacitly intended 10 burst a few Dus-
four bubbles_ “There is this senience by Barthes 1o the
effect tbat he has no wvse for honest people who are
practically useless. ['d say newspapers depend on dis-

A R TRENPE S M LS

honest people — those who launch attacks right, left
and centre without conscience — which of course is
oot meani as 2 comment [on Abdel-Rehim).™

In sharp contrast to Abdel-Rehim was the following
spezker, Ossama Afifi of Al-Osboue, who began by
expressing a few reservations about the seminar itself,
reservations that targeted the politicking involved in
the composition of ihe panel.

“The organisers of this seminar have overlooked
raany kev-figures in the field of Egyplian culmral
journalism... of which we [the panelisis] are not
represenlative; our experiences are smaller than
those of the national dailies.. a pity becaose it js
an important seminar and the Book Fair is im-
portant.”

Afifi then made two poins of order. The first had 10
do with the confusion berween
different kinds of cultural pages:
the literary. the artistic and the
broadly cultral. As for the par-
adigm of Abdel-Fartah El-Gamal,
Afift sugpested that the ex-
perience of A/-Missa was a prod-
uct of a certain bistorical moment
and that it would be frustrating.
dwarfing even. to take it out of iis
context and Jament that it has no
parallel in a present defined by
very different conditions. Nor
was Abdel-Fattah El-Gamal’s the
only experience of an open, fos-
wering culture page, said Afifi,
adding that there are more recent
examples including povelist Ga-
mal El-Ghitani's culture page in
Al-Akhbar which challenged the
political taboos placed on certain
writers and introduced Arab au-
thors at a time when the slogan
was “Egypt for the Egyptians™.

While he would not shrug off
the cliguishness of culture ed-
itors, Afifi set it in a larger con-
text. “What is more dangerous is
that there is no unified, ccherent
body of intellectuals now as was
the case in the '60s, “70s and
*80s... The official cultural es-
tablishmenl has greatly expanded
and wants to monopolise culwre
for ils own ends, following the
principle of ‘he who is not with
me Is against me’. withhokling in-
formation. books, invitations to
events that need to be covered,
withholding advertisements
even... and there Is no support
from the intellectuals as a col-
lective entity”. The imbalance
created by this dynamic, in Af-
ifi’s view, was responsible for the
sensationalism and confusion at-
iendant on coltural journalism.
The intellectual block, he as-
serted_ should be capable of safe-
guarding journalists from these
practices, “had it not been for the
fact that nowadays each is an is-
land unto himself: each in-
tellectual has become his own in-
dependent institution.” If Afifi
prescribed anything, it was that
the culmral movemenrt as a
whole, “of which cultural editors
are only a part.” should adopt a
supportive stance on national is-
sues broached in the newspapers.
But then the topic was such a vast
and vital one, Afifi concluded,
thar this seminar ought to have
been considered a  preliminary
one.

It had stopped raining outside.
and the seminar, having spilied
aver into the slot of time allotted

pholo: Knaled ELFIl e fallowing one soon ended.

prescribed pational issues

e markets

ly surprising, given circumstances in Libya, Sudan. Al-
geria and Iraq. According 1o Mustafa Lagha, director of
Al-Da'wa Al-Islamiya Publishing House, one of only
four Libyan publishers attending the event, the boycoit
imposed on Libya has taken a beavy toll on the coun-
try’s intellecmal life. The publication of books, he la-
ments, has become 2 very expensive undertaking.

“To participate in this year's Book Fair we had to
travel overland, covering some 1,900km, together

- with all our stock.™

Other regional publishers attending take a more pos-

idve view. Khalil Hanna, general supervisor of Dar

_ Al-Jeel, the largest among the 20 publishing houses

Rania Khallaf listens to the woes of a number of Arab publishers

Hanna did not, however, see ¢verything as a bed of
roses. Customs clearance fees. he complained. had

. reached LE150 per box of books, an increase that pub-

lishers were forced to pass on 1o their customers.
“Although we are very keen to participate every
year, we face increasing obstacles, including increased
customs fees and discriminarion between Egyptian
and non-Egyptian publishers who have to pay three
times the amount for exhibition space than that
charged to Jocal publishers.” said Abdel-Hadi Nather
from Morocen. “The aims of Arab cultural unity and
integration are now bollow slogans as far as the re-
gional publishing industry is concerned.™ he added.
Distnibution appears to be a major concern among

national book fairs also provided one of the few op-
poriunities to access the products designed io cater 1o
other national markets. According to Sahel Al-
Agamy. director of marketing at the Kuwaiti National
Council for Arts and Literature. there is a general
dearth of hooks throughout the Gulf relating o the
culture of the Maghreb. “Yet there seems,” he said.
“to be little concem paid to such discrepancies on the
part of the Arab Publishers™ Union.”

As far as local diseribution is concerned, Samir Sa-
rhan, chairman of GEBO, had earlier arnounced that
the Publishers™ Union would this year discuss the pos-
sibility of forming a giant company, capitalised at
over LEIOO million, which would work in coop-
eratior with Al-Akhbar, Al-Ahram, and the major
publishing hounses. The company would also provide
funding for a large number of small kiosks to be set
up 50 as to increase the public’s access to books.

Plain “Taté

In my book Under Egypt's
Spell and in the regular col-
umn I write in Al-Akram [
have dealt widely with Eng-
lish writers and creative art-
ists who fell under the spell
of my country. They were
all literury men and women
who lived in or visited
Egypt and who were so im-
pressed by the country that
it became either the subject
of. or a major influence on,
their works.

One area. thoogh, that has
so far escaped my attention
is the way in which Egypt
seems to have exerted her
spell over scientists as well
as literary types. This gap
was forcibly brought to
mind when [ attended an in-
teresting event organised 1o
commemorate the 100th an-
niversary of the birth of the
Swedish  botamist Vivi
Tickholm. an Egypiian-
Swedish symposium  ar-
tended by leading scientdsis
and personalities from both
countries.

But who was this scientist
whose centennial could
draw wo Egypt so many in-
ternational luminaries, in-
cluding the director-general
of the Swedish Instituie, and
a gaggle of press people, in-
cluding leading journalists
and television crews?

Vivi Tickholm, who died
in 1978. devoted more than
50 years of her life to teach-
ing at the Bolany De-
panment a1 Cairo Uni-
versity, She was responsible
for establishing the Herbar-
ium, and led many expedi-
tons to various parts of
Egypt with the aim of re-
cording the country’s flora
According 10 Mohamed El-
Qassas. one of her younger
collaborators. she collected
thousands of examples of
Egyptian flora, and the re-
sults of her research ap-

in the monumental
four volume edition, Flora
of Egypt, an essential refer-
ence book for botanisis. In
addiion to this colossal
work she also produced, in
response to requests from
students, a smaller, abridged
version. The Students’ Flora
of Egypi, first published in
1956, was revised in 1974.

In 1925-26 she embarked
on setting up the Cairo Uni-
versity Herbarivm, which
covers plant species not just
in Egypt but throughout the
Middie East. The Herbarium
is, largely thanks to Vivi
Téckholm's persistence, the
largest botapical library in
Africa,

In addition to scientific
publications, Tackholm also
wrote books for children in
Swedish, and produced both
guidebooks and volumes on
Egypt's cultural history for
the general reader. Indeed.
her house in Cairo became
an essential stopping off
point on the itinerary of a
large number of Scan-
dinavian tourists.

On the occasion of her
60th birthday, Vivi
Tickholm received the Or-
der of the Nile, the highest
decoration that Egypt be-
stows. She received a great
miany hodows. too, in her
natdve Sweden.

At the reception held by
the Swedish ambassador 1o
mark the symposiom I met
two Egyptian artists who had
known Vivi, Abdel-Rahman
El-Khatib. the musician, and
Hassan Heshmat, the sculp-
tor. El-Khatib. a resident of
Sweden, wold me how Vivi
always went out of her way
to belp and encoorage Egyp-
tians in Sweden. ~She really
loved Egypt, and regarded
herself as one of its people.”
he said.

Hassan Heshmat is the
sculpior responsible for the
beauriful mounted plague
bearing the head of Vivi that
will be placed in the Botany
Department of Cairo Uni-
versity. What better memori-
al, I thought, could there be
for this dedicated scientist
who fell so decply under the
spell of Egvpt.

Mursi Saad El-Din

i the General Egyptian Book " representing Lebanon, considers the Cairo event the !
Organisation (GEBO), not least, one suspects, be- second most important in his company’s calendar, fol- many Arab publishers. Ne'ama Ghabry. coordinator
cause they produce volomes at le lowing Fraokfurt According to Hanna, the Cairo of the Yemeni exhibitors, reflected that artendance at
The number of Amb publishers exhibiting at this Book Fair offers “a very good chance for Arab pub-  international book fairs js one of the few ways for
year’s event is part y disappointing, though hard-  lishers to meet apd conchide favourable deals.” publishers in Yemen to market their products. Inter-
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Adam snd Moharoed
. Mon 16
Sunits - —
12 noon-2pm
Py EPI'I Aw:’ﬁwmnwrkua:&m Al-Topha
Roon-. -Bogha s )
:’mmmmﬂ A Author G:malyanalhwi discnsses his
- Al-Mosri Al-Moasser wa book with Saleh Pisse, Tarq E-
mar Al-Qegam -4 - Besbri and Mokbtar E1-Sewelfl
tizn Yomth and the Moral B 2_mm
ml MIWE Imll"ulml v Semtnar on “The Arabe and eyl
Mmﬁhﬂ]lﬂsﬂnﬂm jste: EL-Tuyeb Salih, Ghada Al
Seminar oo “Youth amd dhe issue of M- fumum mm.c-bé?:\m'..ug:f

ond Mounir Fawzy

Tues 17
E——

12 novn-2) .
Anthor and work scminar i
Wadoan Lel-Tabaqa Al-Wesia (Adicu
to the Bourgeoisi)

Authar antlwb.l.i discuwes  has
work with Abdel-Busser  Abdel-
Mocti, Adel Hammopda Mohamed
El-Sayed Sund and Muhmoud Abdel-
Faudil

2 dppn-4. H0pes ]
Semingr on “Woman's rele in na-
tional work™

Panelists: Sekina Fouad. Eqgbal Ba-

raka. Farida El-Nungash. Mons Mak-
ram Ebeid, Kamel Zoherry. Faibeyia
ElAssl, Leilz Takla and Mona Rap-
ab

Spm-7,

Testimones: Minusier of Rural De-
velopment Mabmoud El-Shenf. Pan-
clisty: Hassanein Abdel-Razig. Abdel-
Muneim Said, Sekiny Forad and Rap-
ab El-Banma

Tpr=-Yom

Open furum with Pope Stenouda TH
)
Pﬂr}' reading. Gnests of hoooor: Ab-
med Fouad Negm (Egypt). Onsy Fi-
Hazg (Lebanom’ and Zeleikha Abu
Rishe rJordan). Readimps 2lso by: Ih-
rahim Abdel-Fattsh, Ossama  Afif,
Abndel- Az Mawafi, Mobamed Farid
Abg Sc'da and Kamal Ammar

Wed 18
—

lanann-Ipm

Auther and work semina

Muwagef Negdetva Min Al-Tarath
1\Critical Scaneces oo Heritage)

Author Mshmoud Amin El-Alem dic-
cutwes Iris work with Gaber Asfour,
Abdet-Moti Bayoums, Nomran El-
Guerint and Maydi Abdel-Halex
2.30-4.3 .

Seminar on “The futore of cinema™

Panelisis: inas Fl-Depheidi, Rafig El-
Sabban, Mohsmed Khan. Wahid
Hamed, Sherif Asafa and Hussein
Fahmy

Spm-7pm
Open forum with Presidental Advisor
Ossama El-Baz

-Opm
':;'Pmnum' ’pnni:.s: Ossama Aowar Okasha

ﬂpmw- reading. Guests of honour
Hassan Abdalla Al-Qersh {Saudi Ara-
biy). Sayed Hegab (Ezyps) and Mo-
homed El-Fayiouri (Sudan) Readings
also by: Mahdi Mousiafa, Mohamed
EbHuzscwry,  Megahed Abdel-
Moncim Menahed and Emad Abdel-
Mohasen

Thur 19

|

12 npon-2pm

Author and work seminar

Al-Nil Havar Nakr \lhe Aruhic rans-
lation of Emile Ludwip's haok on the
Niley

Panclists: Roushdy Said, Mahmoad
Abu Zeid. Milad Hanna amd Sobhi
Abdel. Hekim

2 3tlpm-d. 30 -
Scminar on “The future of theatne™
Panelists: Nebad Seleiha, Galai El-
Shargawi. Lenm El-Ramli and Mo-

bamed Subhi

Spm-7pm

Seminar on “The plastic ans and so-
cial issues in e pext century”
Panelists: Hamds Abdella, Samir Gha-
rib. Mostafa El-Razar and Makram
Henein

ipm-fpem
+:H.iln0l'llﬁ: Farouq Khorshed
1/

Foeuypm reading. Guests ol bonour: El-
Monsef Al-Wabhabi (Tenida). Me-
hamed Mahran El-Sayed tEpypt) and
Maysoan Saqr (Emirales). Readings
also by: Iman Menual, Shefiq Sallozm
and Seyed Khamis

Fri 20
]

12 neon-2pm

Aathor and work semnar;

Asrar lim Al-Jinat (The Secret of Ge-
netics)

Aubtor Abdel-Basset El-Gamal dis-
cogses lus work with Oscama Ghan-
oam. Samir Hanna Sedq and Wassim
El-Sisi

Spm-7pm

Open forum with Samir Sarhan

All information correéct at time of go-
ing o press. though changes to pro-
gramme are likely 1o pecur




14 Living

Adrift

on

the
Nile

In the rush to develop and in-
dustrialise, the few natural spots of
greenery remaining in Cairo may
seem superfluous to urban planners,
the inhabitants’ way of life an anach-
ronism in the late twentieth century, or
at best a bit of “local colour”. But if
these, too, disappear, wams Fayza
Hassan, the concrete jungle — and
its dog-eat-dog ethic — will have won

Off the Comiche in Mounib, their backs to the Nile, four or
five fishermen and women sit crosslegged along a tiny mud
slope. before a few baskets full of fish. Their wares are for
sale, but this is obviously no large fish market. The caich is
fresh. however — so fresh in fact that most of it is still jump-
ing around. Some catfish are fighting in an old bathwb
dragged 10 the side of a hedge bordering the footpath. while
eels slither circuitously at the bottom of a pail. There is a rural
armosphere in the air. in sharp contrast 10 the street one has
just left behind. The inhabitants of the popular quarter across
the highway stop (o examine the fish. bargain for a while, and.
having reached an agreement. leave with tonights dinner still
squirming in a scrap of newspaper.

The fishermen live on the small island right across the
slightly murky arm of the river which can only be crossed by
boat. usually courtesy of Amm Galal. who. for a few piastres.
rows the inhabitants back and forth.

Having negotiated the small sirip of water. one is suddenly
in the countryside. The air is sweet. birds are singing and a
colony of egrets can be observed searching for worms in the
freshly tilled earth. At this ime of year the fields are covered
with dark green alfalfa. A few mud-brick and swaw sheds
stand here and there. half hidden among long blades of wild
grass in which insects are buzzing vigourously.

Al-Qursava (The Pellet) is one of the many small islands
which dot the course of the Nile in Cairo. and which appeared
for the first ime in the seventh cenury AD. when the river
was still in the process of slowly changing its course west-
ward. Al-Qursaya (known then as Ya'qoub’s Island). only ac-
quired its current shape and dimensions recendy. after the
High Dam had controlied the annual floods. “In the olden
days.” says Mohamed. a peasant who has a small plot of Jand,
~the islend used 1o disappear during the flood and pop up
again when the waters were at their lowest It was a sort of
mouad then, resembling a kahk My grandfather and other
peasants from Giza used to come here. smooth over the silt
Jeft by the receding Flows. ull the land and plant it. One year,
the waters did not rise high enough to cover the island. On the
contrary. the portion of land which remained above seemed
larger, as if a hil} had been slowly growing out of the Nile.
This is when my family and several cothers from Giza joined
the fishermen who had already erected sheds on the muddy
slopes and settled on the island. I was born here, and so were
my brothers and sisters.”™

When the waters receded permanently, uncovering a gener-
ous stretch of land, the peasants set 1o work Ievelling the silt.
Year afier year, they planted their crops. Finally they managed
to reclaim several hundred feddans. which they distributed ac-
cording to their means. At present, only one large plot belongs
to a single landowner. The rest of the land is fragmented into
tiny parcels. one for each family. A small ezba of mud brick
houses eventually sprouted. It is now home to 1,200 people.
mainly families of fishermen and peasants who moved from
nearby villages as these lost their agricultural land to the en-

Sufea Dagma
Beef strips
and spaghetti

croaching urban sprawi.

On this particular Friday. the idyllic peace of the island has
been shattered: its population is in turmoil. Rumours are fly-
ing: an influential foreign investor, ihe villagers say, has set
his sights on the island and is 1o build a “iouristic™ project on
100,000 square metres. The community is talking of nothing
else. Amm Galal is keeping an eye on business, nevertheless.
Today is his day of rest; his son 1s rowing the hoat back and
forth, from the island to the shore. for him. Crouched on a
rickety bench, the old man stops those coming and going to
whisper a few words about “the people from the Ministry of
Social Affairs who were asking questions.™

Young and old men come in small groups to discuss the sit-
uation with artist Mohamed Abla who, like most of them,
owns a shed {which e, unlike them. uses as a swdio) and a
small plot of land. Abla has promised to stand up for their
rights. A stout woman, carrying a Ioad of dry wood on her
head. stops and observes the gathering. “Did you hear any-
thing. va beyY" she finally asks Abla. whao tries to reassore her.

The woman moves on. Peasants and fishermen alike are
worried. The inhabitants of the island don’t deny that the land
on which they originally settled belonged to the government;
but where. on the Nile banks. is the siruation any different?
Besides, they reclaimed the land themselves; very literally.
they made the island. Anyway. all this took place ages ago,
during the time of their grandfathers.

The owners of plant nursertes along the shore obtained their
land in exactly the same manmer, but they have received the ti-
de to their plots, because they have been there for so long. So
have the inhabitants of Al-Qursaya: what is the difference?
Isn’t this agricultural land. on which they were forbidden to
build even the smallest shed by the law passed in 19867 If it is
possible to build a large tourist development. how come they
have been denied permission 1o carry out repairs to their hous-
es. many of which wers damaged by the earthquake? They
have been accused of polluting the Nile. but would a five-star
botel be environmemally friendly?

There are also more anxious questions: where will they go
now? Where will they find land again? This is fine land, on
which their fathers and grandfathers loiled. Will they be given
a piece of the desert instead? “The government has promised
to find us lodgings. but who knows how far from our place of
work they will be..." a young man reflects, twisting ‘the end of
his galabiya in nervous fingers. “They are taking your land as
well. you will no longer have a place to work,” an older man
answers bitterly.

Ahmed sighs. He had plans of marrying in the spring, but it
is all up in the air now. He works at the 1anneries in Sayeda
Zeinab, There are three sons in his family and their plot is
small. His two younger brothers look after the land while he
works in a factory to make ends meer “Here, I can leave my
mother all day long while I am gone. I know she is safe. She
knows everybody. She is old and not in good health. She has
oever been confined indoors. She will have problems ad-

Beslauwnant review

Pretty in pink

Ingredients: Andrew Steele camps it up

1 packet of spaghetti
1 kg. beef fillets (cut in

justing to a new environment.”

Each one has a story, good reasons why he would not want
to be forced to accept the government’s offer if and when it
comes. But all the peasants and fishermen say the same thinp:
when you bave lived outdoors all your life, it is suffocating to
be mapped between four walls. They have not asked for gov-
emment assistance, they insist: they have the land and the
Nile, their crops and fish.

At the doctor’s house, the same arguments are reexamined
and discussed all over again. The doctor was born on the is-
land; so were his sons. His medical practice is in a small town
in the Deita and he commutes every day. because he enjoys
the peace and quiet of his home. He and his wife also breed
Arabian horses; their registration papers for the land are in or-
der. “We never asked for anything,” he emphasises. “They
gave us neither drinking water mor electricity or telephone
lines. The inhabitanis of the island put their resources
and paid all the ¢ s. There is no infrastructure what-
soever. We did not mind. We dug wells and bronght drinking
water from Mounib. We installed septic tanks. We struggled
to get this place together and now they want 10 give us a reom
in Mit Ogba. Should I put my mare and her foal on the bal-
cony? The profits I make from horse breeding I put back in the
land. How can they compensate a man for bis life’s labour?
Can anyone evaluate this in pounds and piastres?”

Al-Qursaya, in fact, is a perfect case study of spontaneous
community partcipation. “Furthermore,” says renowned col-
umnist and head of the Society for Writers on the Environ-
ment, Salama Ahmed Salama. “the islands in the Nile are
about the only green areas left in our cement jungle.” It is
tronic, he adds, that, having witnessed the mistakes of the
West and of certain Asian countries, which are paying dearly
today for the flurry of urbanisation that took place in their
capitals at the beginning of this century, we are going ahead
and committing the same errors. As all these connirjes back-
track on their rush to wrban development and in-
dustrialisation, establishing parks and gardens in the middle
of the cities, by the middle of pext century. future genera-
tions of Egyptian citizens may be pulling down much of
what we erected so recklessly.

In a telephone conversation. Giza Governor Mahker El-
Guindi minimised the imminence and consequences of the fu-
tre development of the island: “We did reeeive an offer from
a foreign investor for the purchase of 100,000 square meues
on which a tourist complex could be established in the futare.
We are considering it, but nothing has been decided yet,” he
told Al-Ahram Weekly. Asked what would happen to the
present population of the island if the deal goes through, he
pointed cul that the government was aware of the human di-
mension of the case and would give it due consideration if and
when the project receives the go-ahead.

For the moment, then. Al-Qursaya, its lush alfalfa fields
drenched by the mild winter sun. hangs suspended between a
precarious past and an uncertain furure.

Poz

Pounré

Why?

For a long time, [ imagined that everyone saw life i black
and white, canse and effect, good or bad. one following the
other in a neat sequence. I did, and never had cause to con-
sider myself odd. [ all goes back to traditional upbringing,
meappﬁmﬁonofsuictmomlcodﬁ_nndbcmsgmd_ at
maths, maybe. In rv ripe old age, I still rebel against the
mysterious, the unexplained. Not knowing “how It hap-
pened” sends me into blind rages, as does the fact that so
many people refuse to confess to their acts, leaving a most

i aura of unceriainty floating arcund simple
events, Life, to be satisfactory, should be like 2 chain. the
links neatly hooked one onto the other. Objects and people
that function according to an obvious logic give me im-
mense pleasure. If there are quirks in their making, T ex-
pect these to be predictable at least. I doa’t consider re-
liabiliry — in objects or people — a boring trait, lacking in
fantasy. I find it reassuring. L

There has never been anything in my entire life as cost-
foiting as a simple “why?" followed by a waterproof an-
swer. “I broke the cup”. “1 attacked him because I haie
him™, have a wholesome, pleasantly no-nonsensé nng to
them, even if the cup is W or the victim one’s
own brother. One at least knows what the score is.

Under the m&mﬁ bad d:: t1;::111(3:!3:‘13,' hard
time adjusting to ordinary daily life and. Ior some reason.
it seems to be getting worse: itiouldbethn: my field of vi-
sion is getiing narrower, or that younger generations have
not been subjected to the same brand of logic from in-
fancy, and are therefore comfortable with lesser degrees of
accuracy. Many housewives I know are content to be told
that the cup “was broken™ or that their best silk shirt “is
lost™, Personally [ want more information, like whea and
how the cup broke, exactly, and in whose hands it was at
the time of the accident. I insist to be told the whereabouts
of the shirt just before its mysterions disappearance. and
the identity of any witnesses to the vanishing. My friends
wonder aloud why I did not seek a career in the secret ser-
vice, while my maids leave me in utter disgust. Instead of
punishing them by withholding their salary, as a normal
employer would, 1 humt them down with questions. I am
ready 1o forgive, I tell them, provided they come out with
the troth in its most minwe details.

During Ramadan, the state of the traffic was such that I
knew [ woald not be able to drive around and remain civil.
I have an unfortunately sharp tongue in times of siress.
Every year, 1 am warned that the foul language I use while
on the road is unladylike in the best of circumstances, but
sounds particularly offensive 1o fasting people, even those
who are terminally endangering my life —and their own
— with their reckless driving. To spare myself and others,
1 decided to ravel in taxis during that period.

Crossing the Sixth of October Bridge in a particularly
rickety vehicle one morning at the beginning of the holy
month, I was preparing myself to spend a good half hour
in bamper-to-bumper communior with other motorists,
getting a lungful of befouled air without the benefit of a
good smoke, when the vehicle 1 was daydreaming in was
unceremonipnsly, and literally, hanled out of the way by
a large red bus. Having mounted the footpath pre-
cipitously, my driver had no rcom left for manoeuvring.
He just sat there shaking his head and asking for God's
forgiveness.

“Why don’t you go and hit him?" I asked politely. “He
probably damaged your car.™ I got little reaction from the
man, who simply shook his head and informed me thar
these things were expected in Ramadan. “Why 7" I asked
again. “Tt is our tradition,” be said rather impabently. “Are
you a tourist?" I felt like one. To this day, I have never
managed to fathom why there are twice as many cars on
the road during the holy month, and why their drivers all
drive as if they were under the influence. Where do all
these people come from? Where are they going? Do they
drive to work, then reverse and go back home?

My taxi drver never opened his mouth to answer the
questions I was firing at him Every now and then, he
simply sighed and asked for God's forgiveness. After a
while, he advised me to take another taxi if I was in a
“hurry. We were gridlocked on the bridge and there was
oo way I could do as told, so [ ignored the impertinence.
Somehow, defying logic, he finally managed to find
enough space to back up his car and get off the footpath,
a feat he 3 lished with the kind of ciarter normally
heard in kitchens where violent domestic battles are tak-
ing place. A few minutes later, the line of cars started

moving.
‘When we finally reached my destination, I realised that 2
trip that usually took under fifteen minutes had taken us an
hoer and a half. T paid the driver in consequence. He in-
sisted on giving me the change, oaly charging the norma)
fee. Y want 1o pay for the extra time,” I insisted. “It is not
your responsibility,” he said. “This is expected in Ram-

adan. How come you speak Arabic if you are a tourist?™
Fayza Hassan

Al-Ahram Weekly

Croseenond

By Samila Abdennour

35. Blare: detonation (5)
36. One, Fr.(3)

ACROSS
1. Musical instrument (4)

strips}

2 onjons (cut in wedges)
1/2kg. fresh button mush-
rooms (sliced)

1 carrot (grated)

300mil fresh cream

2 thsp. Soy sauce

Butter + oil ]

Salt + pepper + allspice +
cinnamon

Method:
Cook the spagheiti the
usual way and add some
burter. Season and, in the
meantime, in anather pan.
heat some butter and oil.
Add the fillet siips and
stir untl the beef is
seared, over high heat
Add the onjons and stir
until they become tender.
Add the soy sauce and
spices. Stir again, Add the
carrot then the mushrooms
and some hot warer (if
needed). Add the cream.
Stir and leave 10 cook
only for five more min-
utes. .
Serve with spaghetti.
sautéed vegetables and 2
green salad.

Moushira
Abdel-Malek

There is something indisputably camp about cer-
win shades of pink. Shades that scream glam
and glitz are in evidence at the Café Saint Ger-
main in the Méridien Heliopolis. The waiting
stafT are bedecked in pale pink shirts and blous-
es, bow ties and waistcoats a particularly vir-
uient old rose, Why, the maftre d* even boasted
a salmon pink evening jocket. One haif expected
Shirley Bassey to come flouncing out of the
kitchen.

The surroundings are dour enough. the St Ger-
main being the generic restaurant outler of the bo-
tel. No-frills furnishings (ir pink} aod uninspiring
decor, we expecting our supper menu to embody
he sort of bland apd tired foodstufYs that five-siar
hotel dining often comes up trumps with. ]

But something was nagging me. What could it
be? J wondered: { wasn't dining with my moth-
er-in-faw. Then it trit me. ! used ta come here
regulariy for lunch, and it was really very good.
As menus were proffered and eyes were cast it
increasingly began to look like standards had
not dropped. Indeed. if the food were as good as
it sounded. then we were in for a treat. In the
pink, in fact. o )

‘We both designed to begin with a classic grat-
inde lyonnaise. The French know wha to do
with an onfon and a lump ?al'b;:heese. aT'd we
were not disappointed. A suilably soupy liquer,
neither too thick nor too thin, chock-full of
shiny onfons and sticky cheese. Tt was most sa-
voury and toothsome and was wamm and hearty
enough to flush my companion’s cheeks —
pink. naturadly.

The main courses were equally sumptuous.
My vegetarian comrade was charmed by the
choice of meat-free plates and plumped for the

exotic-sounding palet de lfgumes coulis de to-
mate ¢t cdpres. The veg-packed potato cakes
that ensued were breaded and lighdy [ried and
came sitiing on a fovely fresh coulis of tomatoes
that were cemainly plum. I'm fond of a gamey
dish. and plumped for the magrer de canard aux
deux baies, Quack, and indeed. quack. It came
sliced with its fat and was moist and pinky
brown: the flesh melted on the padate apd pep-
percomn sauce {pink peppercoms, of course) was
a perfect partner to this ripe fowl, Perfecuy
scul steamed vegetables accompanied.

All in all a fine and fancy supper, and certain-
ly well above par. The dubious standards main-
tained by 2 deal of [Ive-star outlets in the capital
are shown up for what they are when compared
10 this. Perhaps it is the out-and-out Frenchness
of the Méridien that pervades. imbuing the food
with & certain hawte cuisine sort of quality. Per-
haps it was just alt that pink.

On the drinks fronL the orange juices were so
freshly squeezed one could smeli them coming,
and the espressos. naturally, were superb. If you
happen 1o be passing, drop in for lunch or sup-
per. The menu is wide and wonderful and caters
to snack seekers and gourmands alike. Prices
range from frugal to graruitously expensive, and
the service is impeccable. Aliogether a panopoly
of pleasure, and at LE125 for a slicker than slick
supper where everything was well dome. who
can complain, A word of waming though:
choose your frocks cerefullv, or heavens, wiil
you clash.

Café Saint Germain at Le Meridien Heliopalis,
34, Al-Orouba Street {Airport Road), Heliopolis
Telephons: 2912561

5. Pin for an car {5

10. Flat bonomed snub-nosed

fishing vesse| (4)

14, Wild ox of Celebes; dwarfl

buffala (4)

I5. ...Bucna = island in San

Francisca (5)

16. Abnormal sound in lungs

caused by congestion (4)

7, Township (1)

I8. Obtuse; ilt-bred; supid (5)

19. Malevolent (1)

X0. Bull-ring cheer (3)

(2-: loin forces; water pocket
1

22. Throng: evermun in trou-

blesome manner (6)

;.’:’4. Relinguishment; surrender
)

g;. Skating arena (4)
- Constraints; kidneys (S
39, Quter sead cover {4) g
40. Crumbs (3)
41, Canonized person (5)
42, Again (5)
43. Odontiasis; dentition (3)
ig. Mong;ei_l 31
- Type of jury (4)
ﬁ;’éd Antibacterial  substance
to treat leprosy (7)
51. Assi_g_nmem: chore (8)
54.Traditional knowledge (4)
53. Thwack (3)
36. Keats or Blake (4)
57. Jocular (5)
59.Homeo ﬂpie‘ns; cover ground
)
60. Pertaining to the ear (4

ar

3
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10, Favour: make 3 fancy to (6}
}

SR SRR T el
7. Traveler's rest house 2. French auxiliary verb {4 y and McG )
28 Sharply oulined. hygh. 63, Obi(4) MYYERE) 13 Bissolve: lique?ﬂg) :é: sia;"%'n."*mr (f)ﬂm:rw duss
3; 18 64. Cycle: fout Jever (5) 21. Colour cen crimson  in the eyes of (4;“'
3z %F I_',izl_'nref_ul A{ga 65. Remunerations (4) and purple; pierce (4) 4 Ruihs and straws used
' 6 g B 23. Orderly (4 .
AP r N . DOWN ) 25. Hu l:iaﬂ.t:n:ny ( ), capsize (4} .;.gvgpgcmm(g:w %)
). Rack and ruin; devastasion  26.Cant(5) 47. Spanish tide (5)

l i !’S)Old . g Audhere to; Illlk]E_(S) 48, Emulate Demosthenes (5)
ey 2. Old womanish [5) - Concise; ungracious (4) 49. Mother-of-pearl (5)
TAAPNARI AVNERS o Forwavals (5) 30. Group of persons regarded 350. Duelimg pecessiry :
E[ERelRACTINVERSE] - Crony: play mae (3) as an entity (4) 51. Epi poetry S
tRIE S|P OIS E N[s|e 5. Magnate; shogun of Japan 31. Comb. for form “far™, var. (4) sz.m o
G| L|E x 7| UlR HIA)® éﬁ:'Wadm bird (5, ?4?5 Galt of dnp el (&memone -
T - Wading bird (5) 53. Portuguese

7. Said (1) 33, Retain: sign on (4) . Deposited e
5 8. Short for pounds (3) 34. Poker stake (4) ss? Cunn'actim‘:li'w"l have™ (3)
Last week"s solution 9. Facility: casualness {8) 35. Existence (5) 59, Unnp's substitute G3)
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Is more stnngent
securitythe
answer to the

- problem of e
Istamist violence? - -
Or is prevention
the best cure? Six
years after the
govemnment
launched its
initiative to
upgrade “informafl®
areas, Fatemah
Farag revisits”
some of Calro's
shantytowns,.
inciuding Imbaba,
a former byword
for Islamist -

L " militancy -

InthemarkctoszbetEl—Mnfn,mdstthehus—
e and bastle, the buying and selling, it. is dif-
ﬂculttobaheveﬂmwasoncea.ma]orcmmof
militant Isfaroist-pawer. It is just.as bard 10,be- . -
WWMMML% o
t on

mhenpedevmywmﬂ:cnmwstrmmfuu
of holes, everyone complamsofhuwdxfﬁcultn
lstomakeah'umg.

Since 1993, theguvmmmthaslaunclndan
intensive. campmgntopwv:de basic_services to -
,theseams.evetyweak.thciocalprmsmfnllof
news items on fonds allocated ‘to various up-
grading projects. A December 1997 réport pre-
pared by the Catro. Governorate, for. example,
notes that 63 shanty areas were identified for up-
gradiog and a total of EE182,700 aliocated be-
tween 1993 and 1995, while 13 areas, covering
an area of 436,621 square metres and inhabited
by about 110,000 people, were targesed for toral .’
demolition. : .

The mass of two- to three-storey raw-brick
houses, mnd hovels; or tin and cardboand struc-
tures which put a roof over the heads of the poor.

oosemn

-as -water, séwage and elecuicity. 'Ihe confrnnm-
fion in Imbaba mentioned by Hanna -— no fewer
than 150,000 -policemen- imposed 2. thrée-week
-siege.to shake:the militams” hold on the area.—
highliphted the extent to which-miserable living
conditions hod ‘embittered and -angered the dis-
- exiframchised shantytown dwellers: fertile soil for
extremism.
*. The government's inability 1o provide adequate
housing and services, as well as the political vac-
Joum left by political parties within these areas,
gave ample space in which militamt Islamist
groups codld work and recruit members, “The
gama'at [Islamist proups] provided a lot of ser-
vices fot people,” acquiesced Ahmed “Karate’, a
former: group member: “things like protechon
and jobs. sometimes medicine or health care...
then, wbentbc_vaskpeopletojmnmemto
the word of God, of course people join.”
Nuder Fergany. director of the Al-Mishkat
Centre, an iodependent research orpanisation,
commemed, “When there is an iocrease in pov-
erty and unemployment and at the
same tme the vast majority of the

these areas: roads. sewage systems, electricity,
rnnning water and garbage collection. As for
‘bousing, educarion and health facilities., the task

-force «decided that these be the responsibility of

the relevant ministries.

More than seven million people were targeted.
By the end of the fiscal year 1994, a total amount
of LE655.7 million was allotied to the g
project for the 11 govemorates, while LE922
miliion, in addition to LE1.8 million for cleaning
facilities, were allotted for 1995-96.

Tt 1s, again, difficult to find precise fizures on
the implementation of these plans. Hanna points
ot that, although some areas were slighdy im-

ed, the vast majority remained as they were
{see chart for details of the Cairo Governorate's
plan). He also noted that the dissolution of the
Local Administration Ministry, which left the
whole issne of shanty upgrading to the autherity
of the govemorates under the direction of the
prime minister, has Iefi the project without any
clear leadership or central planning.

g the poverty belt

vendors off the streets among screams of “the
governorale is coming. watch our™ It seems that
pot ail forms of government mtervenuon are
decmed positive. -

Furthermore, basic needs have not yet been ad-
dressed adequately by the government. “1 would
like 1o have drains and water in my house,” said
a fish vendor who sends her daughter on a half-
hour walk every day to the nearest water pump to
get the family’s requirements. 1 would like bet-
ter transporiation,” said Khadiga Ali, who sells
vegetables in the market of Ezbet El-Mufti, while
Maurice Hanna puts garbage collection and ac-
cessible medical facilities at the top of his prior-
ity list.

At a meeting in Imbaba in [ate December, Gov-
emor of Giza Maher El-Guindi announced that
LER0OD million had been spent on the develop-
ment of 32 shanty areas in Giza, and that LE258
million would be spent in the next five vears 10

complete the upgrading programme.
The visible signs of upgrading in Imbaba and

Sectors and amounts spent on upgrading in Cairo

pay 50 piastres to the officers so that they do not
seize my goods. 1 usually make around four
pounds per day,” she explained. She lives in one
room zud shares a common area, ‘which has run-
ning water for cooking, with other families. She
has taken her eldest son out of school; the rest
will not attend. “It was too expensive, It cost
LE35 a year,” she said, glancing ai her son, who
was siiting near a rabbish pile.

A nearby fish vendor complained that people
can no longer afford to buy meat, fish or chicken.
I sell some for LE2 per kilo and some for LE4
and most people cannot afford to pay the whole
sum all at once and so I take my money in in-
stalments,™ she explainad.

Those who are not as poor as Khadiga are not
much better off. “The average government clerk
whe lives in our area makes about LE125 and
most craftsmen cannot find jobs because the mar-
ket is slow. It is tue. We have a lot of un-
employment,” explained the NDP's M .

Further, Hanna highlighted that the middle
class which used to live in “suitable™ neighbour-
hoods can now eslablish new families only in in-
formal areas. “When the middle class stans to

are divided urban planmers into two' cat-  poor have no way to voice their in-

egories: slmnsbla’nd sqmlmpﬁﬂeﬂ:&r— tuwesht:k this is the stnrungan%omt of No. of arsas No. of areas p Areas siill fo be Amounts of money needad to live in shantytowns. I‘.hrl:i lil_:]cre is a very serious

abic immder the term askwa "iyat. is the berween poverty social - ke resently | 12 rgeted for be spent batween 1997 -2002|  social imbalance,” wamed Hanna.

e gy by povery (i s v confics, i e pplecal e |SOCHOr T[T i [k o S s e Yo sy o

10 ownl 3 : . B

;gdal is the Tesult of an “jllegal” — or de facto — - The social composition of militant Sewage ) {2 9 37 260 the result of the arrival of larpe families. “My

take-over of government . Both, - how- ps backs up this argnment. Ac- father saw that there was no school in the area a

ever, are Mo%mal housing and lar.k basic ser- - g}‘“;ﬂmg to security statistics, the ma- - a few years ago, so we look the initiative of build-

vices such as sewage and water.- “i- :* jority of members in Caira-and Giza Runnlﬂg water 4 31 33 180 ing @ school and handing it aver to the ministry.

formal™ areas are chamacterised by came from shanty areas: 31 per cent - T was involved in getting a hearse for the area
_ population density, unpaved roads, and the ab- - ?£L1T4m 242 per ce-nm B Paving roads - 30 38 283 and putting a roof on our mosgue. Peoppﬂl;&ﬁ
i f schools or bealth facilities. =~ . r ceot from ed a social service centre so we pre

sen:eb:m four yoe;ts ago we had mo facilities 9.1 per ce?:et from El-Wayli and 7.3 |Flactricity 4 51 13 30 ground and gave it to the government to build

whatsoever,” said Mahmond Murgan, head of the’ per cent from El-Matariya, Fur- the centre... The government accepts all our re-

National Democratic Party (NDP) office "ang

memberofﬂ:eLocalCuuncﬂofﬂ:eG:zaGov—,

ernorate representing Ezbet El-Mufii, which wit-
pessed some of the ‘worst batles between the
govemment and Islamist militants I 3992, To- -
da . hospitals and schools are under construction,
I.m{nnuld:ey people still have w walk
ﬂnuewfomhlomemmgmmmemthos-
pital, governmem office, or school.

'Ihswusofpovertymseennotonlymdm‘

which marks people’s everyday lives, .
Eﬁm;m thcmghﬂhmacymtasandcbﬂd

to the Al~Ahram Strategic Re: ™

labour.
port for 1995, T} per cent of the children in Mou-.
nn-aEl-Gbarb:yamImbabahaveneverbeenm

ag’leheemctnumbm'ofpeoplehwngmshamy.

room each in shanty areas, while the latest .
Eg:gpmwadbyme 1997 census show tha . planning

shan huml'lperc:ntofthemlpﬂ?‘
ulation. Independent statistics. however, put the -
figure as high as 40 per cenit in Giza and Cairg;
Milad Hanna, an mbanplnnnmgspemallstand

audmofmanybookson&chousmgpmb—'

which ofte vary from one adrainistration 1o a0- -
oﬂﬁ“ﬂuon:xl;a]lyknaws[thcmalﬁgwe]ex-
actly... However, what is clear 15 that the omm--
bersmverylarge.andﬁthmro!salm
totally byachamofslums sajd .-
HHannawmonenftheﬁrsttnaﬂnmptmhgh—
'hghtd:epmblemofshamytownsandthepoh:-
ical tinderboxes they can

wroteabouttheconnecuonbctwncnsmmsand:.

extremism in the mid-"80s, the.
not ymnnonunﬂnfounddm.mefféct,:he

Ceng:lSemntymesmuldnotsﬂmm

ba.. Thenmqrdemdedtqallomtegmntsumsaf_

money to hese areas.”

Undl 1992megovmmmhndwmderedtha
shantytowns jllegal housing and, therefore, "au-
mmneswereunwxllmgtoextendfacﬂmessuch

school, and enter the labour market at an early -

.thermore, the chaotic layour of these
areas provided conveniémt hiding
andu-axmngmusformemcmm

- The main reason behind the prolife-
ration of the “informal” areas is the
‘increase in rmural-orban  migraton -
which began in the '1960s. At the :
- time, large industrlal projects were
being . established in wrban centres,
while rural areas began to witness in-
.creased poverty. Hanna noted that
~“in the rmd-’?ﬁ& housing economics
changed. The price of land-increased
100w200umsandthecnstofcon-.
staction, 20 to 40 rimés. This meant
that building low-cost housing be-
.came very difficult and remts in-
‘cregsed to the point tha they ex-

-The lack ofacomprehemnvemban
vision was also identified
by{heﬁxstConfcmnceonUrbnn
Hannmg,hcldmCmmml994 asa g8

factor behind the extensive %
slum areas. The greal increase i |
popu]auonwasnotamompamedby B

-the statistics of the. Wodd Bank’s

'1995 -report on the Constmction Industry In
which states that 80 per cent of housing

busit between 1966 to 1986 was shanty housing.

The Al-Ahram Straiceic Report for 1995 ib-

djmmﬂm:ﬂpercemnfmmlemmucuonm
. the 1980s was informral housing,
Toadmm:pmblan.ﬂnﬁrstuemunm
em agenda was (0 create a database to
te needs assessment The Information
Cenu'eattbe.Counm!ofmls!erS. in co-
ordination with 11 governorates and the Ministry
of Local Administration, worked toward this
_godl. Information documenting 434 shanty areas
“ag well as the services lacking in every arca wag
collected. 1t ‘was cstimated that LE3.5 billion
wmﬂdbenaadndtoupgmdeth:basmsemccsof

- Tice do not seem concerned with
"plained Maurice Hanna, a grocer on ihe same

In Imbaba, people agree that there have been
some changes. but not enough and nol mec-
essarily what was needed. “Jt is true that the
place has been upgraded,” said Hagg Ali. 2 juice
shopuwneronlhemmnnmrketsueetmf-:zbet
El-Muftl. “Seven years ago it was really danger-
ous bere and a woman could not walk on her own
g:fer dark. Today, there are policemen and it is

er.”

Bent others say that the police presence bas not
benefited the peopie of the area. “On our streets
you will find drag dealers and thugs, and the po-

with these.” com-

street. As he spoke, a commotion started at the
olhercndofthermdasagovemm!rh‘uckmok

Table based on statistics provu!ed by the Cairo Governorate Report, 12/1997

other areas such as Manshiyet Nasr and El-
Deweika ane the recent paving of main roads and
the erection of lamp-posis. Such changes werc
government priorities, in part because “they fa-
cilitate police entry into the areas. Walking down
mud roads full of holes in Ezbet El-Mufti. or next
to open sewers in El-Deweika, however, i is
easy to understand why change is seen by some
critics as merely superficial.

“My life is really difficuli. and always has
becn." said Khadiga Ali. She comes here every
day from El-Saff. a nearby shanty area, with her
two cldest sons, leaving her two other children
with neighbours and her unemployed hushand. “1
buy the vegetables and carry them here. It 1akes
me about two hours each way and then [ have to

quests,”

To fill in the gap, there have been several sug-
gestions. Hanna has prescribed the emulation of
an existing project. “For three years, the Shoroug
project has worked to upgrade poor villages
throogh coordination with NGOs. | have sug-
gested a similar plan for urban slum areas, in
which the inhabitants themselves would be in-
volved in the developmeat process,” Hannz ex-
plained. The only solution to the heusing prob-
lem in geneml is subsidised housing. he added.
As head of the Housing Committee tn parliament
in 1985 Hanna had proposed that taxes be col-
lected from high-income bhome-owners to sub-
sidise such a plan.

The militamt connection has also inspired a
“militant rehabilitation” programme by the Ibn
Khaldun Centre, an independent research body.

g j j helping re-integrale former

bousing is bard to determine. According to. the ceededthecapablhuesoftlmpoorer The project aims ar helping n
g governmen 17 families lived. strata in soci militants into society by giving them loans to
1986 s a3 start micro-cnterprises. Ahmed “Karate', the for-

mer mifitant, is one beneficiary. “I think that
many people can make use of such loans. I start-
ed off with 2 LE1.000 loan and now [ have eight
people working under me,” he recounted. outside
his sandwich stand in Imbaba. Fergany, however,
points out the business environment is hosiile to
micro-enterprises and that the effectiveness of

l.._-'h.
- lemmE explained that the difference is dne - the pecessary increase in the area of
housing, * .land desi; for housi such a programme depends on a comprehensive
i to the t definitions of shanty " These chilling facis mmiﬂm o plan. “This method requires wrzining and re-

training and must be heavily supported because
there is a high rate of faflure. If it is carried out in
isolation of a framework it cannot be effective,”
he explained.

Some Islamic associations continue to offer a
helping hand to the inhabitants of the shanty ar-
eas. In Imbaba, Ei-Gam'iya El-Shar’iva. an as-
sociation registered with the Ministry of Social
Affairs, offers education and healith services,

There is a limit to what individual inidatives -
can achieve, however, and hence the gap be-
tween people’s needs and the government pro-
gramme {0 upgrade shanty areas remains wide.
Bedeir E1-Mirsawi, the head of the Cairo Govern-
orate pl unit, explains: “We are working
with available funds. Whatever is not yet in plmc
will be by the end of our next five-year plan.”
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Beneath Nile silt deposits evidence of a vast urha; site is coming te light near Mansoura, i

Digging for treasure andknwlédge

ding o-veqs for pottery and gEass mﬁ;acture

Probes undertaken at an ancient Delta site have yielded large circular ovens for making glass and pottery — and much more, asSamir Nacum reporis

A mere 35 years ago. the Delta was be-
lieved t¢ have no archaevlogical sites
worthy of attention. all having been ob-
scured forever by Nile silt deposis. Now.
excavations are revealing the wealth and
significance of just one site, which are lit-
tle short of astounding.

Archaeological probes at the site of the
ruins of anciem Thmuis (Tomai Al-
Amdid). south of Mansoura. have un-
earthed. among other objects. a large
number of ovens which were used for
manufacturing glass and pottery in Prol-
emaic times.

“Glass was then a flourishing industry
because it was used in ornaments in place
of semi-precious stones,” said Sami Eid.
who has been conducting excavations in
the area since 1994, “The glass industry
kad reached such 2 level of perfection in
Egypt that archacologisis studying Tu-

tankhamun’s weasures mistook it for lapis
lazuli and red agate.”

Although volcanic glass and rock crystal
were widely used from pre-dynastic times,
“the manufaciure of blown glass was only
introduced into Egypt by the Syrians in
the first century. at which ime Alezandria
was the heart of the industry,” said Eid.

Apart from the ovens. the site yielded a
large collection of coins. “Afier lengthy
scrubbing of the deposits. we found them
to be silver coins,” said Eid. “Two of the
most important pieces bore the names of
the Emperor Trajan while one of the
bronze coins had the name of Augusius.
All bore effigies of the emperors on one
side and drawings of sacred animails, Ro-
man deities, and ears of corn [possibly
signifying Egypt as the granary of the Ro-
man Empire] on the other.”

be a representation of cupid. a stutue of
Venus, the Greek goddess of beauty de-
picted naked with a broken arm and leg.
and a tera-cotta seated state of the
Egypuan goddess Hathor with the sun
disc between her homs. complete the dis-
coveries thus far,

Tomat Al-Amdid {Thmuis). along with
Tel Al-Rob (Mendes). constituted the cap-
ital of an important province in the Delia.
“One of the seven ancient branches of the
Nile flowed between them,” explained
Mohamed Abdel-Fattah, director of an-
tiquities in the south Dagahliya province
in the Delia “It was a site that gained io-
portance when Nektanebo. the last Egyp-
tian king. chosc it as his military head-
quarters in his wars against the Persians.”
Abdef-Fartah went on. “The Egyptian
army vamped In the city and moved on 10
confront the eaemy in a battle. in which

‘the Egyptians were defeated.”™

Later. in Prolemaic times. houses were
buill around military estates. “All house
owners were obliged to provide lodgings
for the soldiers.” explained Abdel-Fattah,
“and the decree certainly caused friction
betwesn the home owmers and estale
lords. Eventually., home owners who
worked for the royal treasury. Greeks en-
listing in the army, and priesis were ex-
empied from the obligation of providing
lodgings.”

Under Roman rule, Thmuis proved o be
an ideal location for Roman military cam-
puigms against Palestine. “The importance
of the city during this period is apparent
from the discovery of mosaic fooring in
houses. These magnificent mosaics may
now be seen in the Graeco-Roman Mu-
seum in Alexandria.” said Abdel-Fanah,
adding that the city continued to flourish

in the Christian period, when it was the
seat of the patriarch, “and a centre for ec-
clesiasical activity.” A small well, with
seven steps leading down to water level,

- was discovered in this context.

Archaeological acriviry in the Delta is a
priority under Gaballa Ali Gaballa, the
new chairman of the Supreme Council of
Antiquities. If this site near Mansoura is
an example of the wealth of objects and
historical significance of the sites in Low-
er Egypt. the new venmre is extremely
encouraging.

Excavarions continue at Tomai Al-
Amdid, and the significance of the site is
currently being discussed. ft is now
thought that the circular ovens for making
pottery and glassware may actually be
linked to an industrial area located to the
east, which stll awaits the pick and shov-
el of excavators.
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Full house
everywhere

“It's a long vacation, the weather is
great and the prices could not be bet-
ter. This is the time to go on our
long-dreamed of vacation.” The com-
menis, by Soheir Habib. an ac-
countant, just about sum up the situa-
tion, Prices are indeed low: the
weather is. in fact, great: children are
on their mid-year holidays: and the
general feeling is “it’s now or maybe
never!™

Egypt is experiencing a viroal in-
ternal exodus, with estimates at
around 36.000 people going off for a
vacation inside the country. “The big
discounts offered by hotels and towr-
ist villages bave not only helped a

- greater number of Egyptians enjoy a
5750600-5750868 vacation at home that they would not
B normally be able to afford. It has
- also created a much needed boom in
domestic travel,” said Mohamed La-
2741953-2746336 hita of Emeco Travel.
Shubra Tourist companies and hotels start-
2039072/4-2039071 o B ove anar
- = cording to Youssef Nazmi_ public re-
05749;?4 Atf lations manager al Misr Travel, “all;
our packages were sold out a mon
- before the vacation started. In fact,
Adli we had leD per cent occupancy in
900999-3902444 our Red Sea resors.”
8 In an attempt 10 attract the largest
Opera nl.lmbf.'rl of hhglidny-makers. Misr
Travel lavnched a pro e en-
3914501-3900999 titled “Explore Yoﬂr Homeland™
T which included ﬂ\;:sils to every tourist
Z| destination in country. with the
3930381-3932836 E| greatest variety of activitics. and
- IEI prices to meet every pumse. “Forty
Hilton different programmes were specially
5759806-5747322 designed for Egyptians. including
recreational irips, cultural tours and
ato even vacations for religious and med-
ical purposes (0 provide the widest
3613278-3488630 selection possible.” he said.
Z i Four-day trips {0 Sharm El-Sheikh.
347._ama—¢2027_3 475193 full board at five-star hotels at an av-

erage cost of LESQ0 per person,
have attracted thousands of Egyp-
dans to South Sinai. Luxor and As-
wan. One-day trips fo nearer destina-
Hons are also an enormolls success.
“We organised trips 1o Wadi Na-
troun, Ismailia. the Qanater Bar-
rages. Fayoum and other destinations
for LE17, including wansporiation
and a meal.,” Nazmi said. The deals
have, in the wonds of a travel agenw.
“literally been gobbled up.”

“A one-day twrip appealed o me.”
said Ahmed Yehia. a secondary
school student. I wanted 1o make
the most of my allowance so I de-
cided to go to Fayoum during the
first week of the vacation. and then
on 10 Alexandria for two days just
g&fom the vacation ended.” he add-

University studems went for the
looger tips. “We thought it was the
best time to go to youth hostels.
There is one in cvery city and new
ones have recently opened in Hur-
ghada™ said Mamdouh Abdel-
Moneim, an an seudent at Cairo Uni-
versity,

“The experijence was greal,” sajd
Abdel-Moneim. “Together with four
of my colleagues we enjoyed three
days in Hurghada Each of us paid
less than LE10).” he said.

Deep-sea diving cenures. too. of-
fered special prices. an attraction
even to those withowt any experience
in the “Because most of us in
the group did not know how to dive,
the cenwre provided us with a ainer,
It was a special eéxperience. but the
best thing about it was that it cost so
little,” he said.

The mid-year holiday is definitely
a family-oriented time. Most tourist
companies recognised this and
reaped the rewards. “A wider sector
of Egyptian families have now been

Tens of thousands of Egyptians

were touring the country these past

able to go to places they would nor-
mally have never been able to visit,”
said Bahaa Mustafa, reservation
manager at Luxor Mavenpick.

Mustafa underlined that hotels in
Luxor provided 50 per cent dis-
counts. So. a double room with
breakfast cost LE198 instead of the
usual LE4Q0.

Peculiarly. in view of its recent
troubles. Luxor was the most sought-
after destination by many families.
“The rooms were reserved a week
be_f:l:lre the holidays started.™ Mustafa
said.

The boom was immediately felt by
people like taxi drivers, restaurant
owners und felluca, or boat. oper-
ators who were absolutely delighted
by in-coming work afier a long pe-
ried of stagnation following the 17
November Luxor terrorist artack in
which 58 foreigners were killed.

Prices offered for a Nile cruise
have proved hard to resist. “They
range from LES0 to LEIS0 for a
double room, full board and some
sightseeing.” said Ossama Baghdadi.
from: Mena Tours.

“In an effort to cater for different
categories. we provided the mini-
mum charge. Extra services were of-
fered at extra cost,” he added.

“Many Egyptians showed great in-
terest in visiting archacological sites,
We organised {rips 1o the west bank
in Luxor while other familjes
showed interest in visiting FEsna,
tl;:dl;“ed n“d'thK?hm Ombo by car. We
e wi e amygements.” saj
Moustafa. ¥ . sad

The two museums in Luxor, Luxor
Museun and the Mummification
Muset_lm. proved  very popular.
Egyptians were extremely encour-
aged by the special low-entrance
fees. “Even those who were not par-
ticularly interested in ancient history

fwo weeks. Sherine Nasr reports
on an unusual holiday season

were motivaied by the low prices.
The ticket for the MummiFcation
Museum. for example, was for
LE2." he said.

“No fewer than 200,000 Egyptians
went (o the Qanater Barrages during
the Eid last week,” sajd Khaled Lut-
fi. from Morgana tourist village.

The 25 fully-equipped chaleis were
booked solid. “These are single and
double zir-conditoned chalets with a
terrace overlooking the Nile,” said
Khaled. “Each has a grill for those
who want to have their own bar-
becue. and they are fully booked for
the entire three-weck vacation.”

Even car rental companies have
seized the opportunity wo offer some-
thing special. “We had 2 package for
Egypnaélvs with a 50 per cent dis-
count. We were transportj le
to Nuweiba. Taba. Dai:l;fnsghm-
Sheikh, Hurghada and Quseir,” said
Alaa Hafez, from Europe Car. “Our
services are also appreciated because
of_gﬁen erratic flying schedules,” he
said.

As this story goes 1o E
tians are either haskingpr;iss'megiﬁ:
lights of places ar home they have
seen only in posters and on TV, or
are-thl,am_ ng a vacation countdown,

erever you go these da

hear of holiday expedences any:’ tr):w):
el plans. The greal thing, however, is
the possibility thar once Egyptians
have sampled the country’s attrac-
tions, historical and natyrai, they will
develop a taste for Egypt, and do-
mestic tourism will have been given
the greates: boost ever.

For Egyptfans 1o delight in their
Own country’s resorts (apart from the
traditional sites on the Mediterranean
and the Canal cities) is a rarity. And
there is litle doubt that now thar the

momenwum has picked n wi
continue. P up. 1 will

Rehabilitation
of a pharaoh

The reign of Rajedef
has long been shroud-

ed in mystery. Janine
Kharmareporis on
the new findings of a
Swiss archaeological
tearn working at Abu

Rawash

o—— ]
History has made Rajedef
into a usurper, damned by his
father Khufu, builder of the
Great Pyramid, and probably
assassinated bv  his  haif-
brother Khafre. his father’s
favourite son. Rajedef’s pyr-
amid at Abu Rawish. north of
Giza, was believed o have
been unfinished, and all thar
remains of him is 2 mag-
pificent head belonging 10
one of the first-known ex-
amples of a royal sphinx. on
display in the Lowvre in Paris.

Now, recent discoveries by
Professor Michel Valloggia
and his mission have partly
lifted the veil on this Fourth
Dynasty king. long relegated
by history to the shadow of
the great builders of the Giza
Plateau.

According 0 the new
finds. the pvrarmd was, in
fact, finished. Originally it
was slightdy higher than that
of Menkaure, builder of the
third and smallest pyramid of
Giza, and had a limestone
facing on a base of pink

ite. The discovery of 2
block with the date “vear 1™
of his reign, and another in-
scription  mentioning  the
“year 23" bear witness to the
longevity of his reign. Also,
the analysis of fragments of
statues — which led to the
earlier conclusion thar a de-
liberate arrempt was made to
erase the name of the king
from this world and in the af-
terlife — revealed that the
statues were acnually  de-
stroyed in Roman Umes
when a fort was erected on
the site for the stralegic pur-
pose of waiching over the
caravan routes approaching
the valley.

More than 40.000 mini-
ature vessels were found by
the team member Sylvie
Marchand. who described
them as designed 1o serve the
calt of the deceased over a
long peried of ime. “In fact.
the cult may have been main-
tained at the site until the end
of the Old Kingdom,” said
Valloggia, adding that these
new discoveries are [ikely to
lead to a rewriting of the his-
tory of the period.

Sentinel of the desen.
swept by winds, the hill of
Abu Rawash dominates the
valley from the top of its
150-metre-high locaton. It is
on this strategic crossroads
that the eldest son of Khufu.
Rajedef, chose to erect his
house of eternity. Easily ac-
cessible from ihe valley. but
not a part of the regular tour-
ist circuit despiie its close
proximity to Giza, the pyr-
amid has served as a quamy
since Roman times.

Today. all that remains of its
moenumental Stucture. orig-
inally more than 67 metres
high, is a 12-metre-high base.
Because of its location in a
military zone, the site has not
been excavated since 1901,
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Rates per person per night
Breakfast included
Cruises Full Board

BOOK NOW!
offer only valid witkin this
week for reservations dll
307498
25% discount

X ﬁ:‘d & beverage
if you buy your package
before Friday 5.00pm
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Tel: 3360791/2/6/8 .
Fax: 3361936,
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. Last Saturday in.the heart of darkness = of ifi the middie of no-
where, depending on' your point of view — #6 countries from all

across the continent gathered to dispute the.-21st African Nations
Sooqer Cup. Nashwa Abdel-Tawab watched the light break |

guests ' Borkioa Faso ing the mi ?
ﬂls]t'%Nm : w;ﬂdhe the first half Caméroon coach. Fean
msist on wiitig eart Manga Opguens believed the hi
i and name his - much as 40 in
nzg;ﬂ:meﬂz_zm'ofhogrm?!! Y srgmﬁmﬁgﬂ i i
Opeuing ceremonty, the Bur- - Spesking perhaps & tooech iropically,
kmabedndﬂm_besttg'gw_ea?mn__ Cnguené said, “Most of my players
welcome 10 their African and inper- phyhh‘Eﬁewhneit'stdanhe
namnalgﬁjs.ln their celebmtions, . moment, snd many of them raally suf-
they sought to share rtheir history with- * fered in the heat™ But be was satisfied
their guests and show them also how with a.victory over the host combry.
their country had changed down the As & tesult, Burkina Faso' will now
agas.BuEkma_Fasg._ahnle-knownAf- . have some difficulty qualifying for the
rican nation, lies in the sonth-west of  quarter-finals, gince they will y
what the colonialists referred to'as “the * have to beat ‘Algeria late on Wednes-
dark continent”. The country was pre-  day (afler the’ Weskly has gone to
viously called Viohs, and was a colony - press)to gothrongh, . .
shared by Spain and France. Whenthey. . - On the. second day of the competi-
gained their freedom in the 1960s they  tion, the football was stil penerally
changed their name to Burkina unstable and a little boring: In Group
which means “th-1and of the freetnen™. - - A, Guinea bear Algerda 1-0 in a weak
Since 1996, when Barkina Faso was . . match: In Group C, Angola drew with
chosen to bost the coming African Na- - fitlé-holders South Africa in a very
Gons Cup, the country hias been in the * bordng - match, Litered - with fools
sporting limelight Indeed, the argval = which brought four yellow cards and a
of this major internatiomsl red card for Angola and two ‘yellow
ship has been of great benefit to'the - "and one red for South Africa.
Backs in theit Brst 'E-m' sauon.hw- Groop C v mﬂmﬂy duilling, Mid:
in -time gt “C was - thrilling. Mid-
Erc Kusi coogons, D ﬁddﬂ'lamleabalescomd with
comespondent for lour- - seven minutes ledt to give I Coast
nal du Soir: ¢ _in Oua--  a tholling 4-3 vlmf‘tﬁa-mlgmibm.
last week of the great  ~The Elephamts from West Africa ap-
benefits for Bobo-Dioulasso of the ar- * ‘péared to be .cruising at half-time
tival of the African Nations Cup. “A ~ ‘when they led 3-0 throngh two
new stadinm has been bailt for the - from veteran striker and captain Joel
matches. There have been hotels builf, Iidﬁandmebq\iqlhahmsahyoko.
new roads construcied and the -infra- - Bot débutantes Namibia rednced the
structure hag been improved throngh- - amears i the ing minute of the
w“mmgm:a&mw Ehpl;h:slf;hllﬁtehmded pery
-western City,” sai er ivite -in a goal,
He contiomed: “Hosting this tournz- - . and another two goals: inside- three
ment has belped people at all levelsin =~ mimites from Ricardo ‘Mannerti and
the city fiom a financial point of view, Shivute scon brought them level
because basiness bhas been boosted in, - Urged on'by local-fans i 'the capacity
many areas: in toudsm, constroction . 35.000 crowd at the -Qmmispost Sta-
Dionlasso has had the chance to host- . most-exciting-matches in the 41-year -
this -event ‘and weicome people fronr- - -history of the: toumament. Namibian
allwu-éfma." i m o o e Kadelog%tlom
Afier the opesniog cent: eyes  hand to a powernl, swerving close- -
were on the gieen fields of the pitches- * range. shot by the 23-year-old Bor-
of Burkine Faso, in-the hope of some . deaux midfielder, bot covld oot pre-
iting Aftican - football But the - ventthe ball fiying into thenet. _
opening match of ope of the two most_ . _ That was what we came for: strong,
‘hempionships on the con-:  thrilling, le foothall Vie--
tinent was decidedly shaky. Groups A - tories ke that of Cte d'Ivoire over
and C were the first to start, and their . Namibia ate what fans, Africans and
one jon,-we seemied all of asud:  -the land of Burkina Faso:.a shaft-of
den to be back in the Dark Ages - .~ . hight to clear away the sumounding .
The opening meich between Afica™s - datkmess. - - .
Wordd ¢ _ jveg Cameroon - (The results-of Mondav and Tues-
and hosts Borkina Faso was only teou-  dav's matches, including Egvp!’s first
comnected to skill and mjﬁ maich of the toarnamént, can be found
on the front page.} '
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ap_f
plied to the second
round of the National =
Cup. It is also the first :
Gme that the second- .
best team in the land
has been di ified ..
s0 carly in the com-
petition. Underdog’

i
i
3

SR T2

The two wnghest pools. weee those which held the nation®s -
two powerhioose teams, Ahli and Zamalek. Ahli had a better -

chance of qualifying from the éighth pool, where they faced
indnbitably weak teams — Nasr City’s Iskan, Minya.
ympic of Alexandria — and they duly weat through
poimts, followed by Olympic of Alexanidra with
three. But Zamalck were up against a toagh contender; Azab
Contractors, the dark barse of the leagve, who want fo prove

ey are as good as thelr mofe illustrious ivals. Yet despite”
xyobﬁuhsmit-wnotoﬁnan's wartors who wege re—

sponsible for Zamalek’s disqualification, tut ratfier those
giants of the roll-your-own long ball game, Eastern Tobacco
Company. Their victory was made all the sweeter by the fact
that their coach is himsélf a bl former

player, Gamal Abdalish. No woodes Ruud Krofl's bebies leht .
the pitch coughing with shame. . As 2 resuk, éven if-Arb

Coniraciors didn't exactly ight' thefr group up,  they still
menaged to quali for 106 net o Wi five pos, while
Zamalek &

on goal difference.

"The best game in. thé toumaneds 5b fir was Abli’s miaich

: inst Olympic, wiom théy defedted 2-0.in"an excelleat
S g, s S et v

An his prime, which the Olympic g

 pefortancs oa'both ides s spec, Gstngrahed by o

= Ahmed El-Kass. who

% Zamalek only to retirm
to Olympic, was the

L great white hope of his -

team. but one player
cannot

"~ though ' the Olympic
.~ players did everything

- they could io score, in
- their haste they wasted
at least three op-

* have maerialised into

.~ the first few minmes of.
“" the game, but as soon

- = "% laonched a counter-
atiack fed by Walid Salah. When Salah™s anempt on goal
failed, Sayed ‘Abdel-Hafiz suddenly appeared from mo-
where to score Ahl's first. Olympic retalimed by in-
but the two substilutions made by Ahli at the beginning of
the second half renewed their encrgy. More focused with
Ali Maher and Osama Orabi in place of Mohamed Farong
and Magdi Tolba, their contro] on the match ighte
Mzher released @ cannouball shot worthy of Stevic Watson
: could only.
clear as far as the boot of Ibrzhim Hassan. Hassan prompt-
ly planted it back in the net i the 28th minute of the sec-
ond half, thus sealing Abli’s victory. : .

‘While Ahli were finding their form, Zamalek's sconsless
against Eastern Tobacco showed them having se-
dously mislaid theirs. It is now widely expected thar coach
Roud Krol ‘will resign after this unprecedented eardy dis-

- Tsmaili produced the top score of the week in their fifth
pool match againgt Bassioun. whom they wiped omt 5-0.
As for the other wams that have qualified for the next

round, Port Fouad and Irtihad Alexandria are through from

|

. the third pool, while Suez was the first team to be dis-

"Misty go through afier defeating Ghazt

: six, Misry
Suez 1-0. In pool four, although Ittihad Osman lost their -

against Ghazl El-Mahalla, and the two
) ints, Osman have qualified on goal dif-
ference. Meanwhile, the lucky team so far in pool one is
Canal, who qualified afier defeating Nabarch 2-D.

“ . high technical standard.
played two years for -

- guarantee vic- -
‘. tory by himself. Al
" gyoup in Port Said. In
. Cairp, the

" portnmities that should-

goals. Ahli controlled
- Semouha and Gezira.

. &8s they relaxed, Olym- -~
- pic prabbed the op- -

to refax again, |

. aran fourth. Sporting °

. Arab Contractors and -
- Semouha.
-headed grovp three

- of the fost group, which are currently

Handball league heats up

The second handball su-
per league tournament
kicked off in Port Said,
Cairo and Suez si-
multaneously yesterday.
Inas Mazhar reports
and evaluates first-round
action in Aswan, Assiut
and Tanta last weekend

Twelve teams are
currently taking par
in three super lecague
tournaments in  Pont
Said, Cairo and Suez.
Ahl and Zamalek of
Cairo and Olympic
and Sporting of Alex-
andria are in the first

second
group includes Por
Satd. Tayaran, She-
bine and Arab Con-
tractors. The third

up, in Suez, in-
cludes Tanta. Misri.

x
H
!

The premier league
includes 12 teams di-
vided into three
groups.  Farst-round
games were played
Tast weekend at three
venues. also  si-
multaneously. After -
three days of tough, .
heated and often
thrilling competition.
Ahti won the bartle in
Aswan. Olympic
placed second, Zam-
alek third and Tay-

amerged pumber one
in the second group
played in Assiut, fol-
lowed by Pont Said,

Shebine

games played in Tan-
ta, followed by Misri. .

" Gezira and Tama,

According to the Egyptian Homdbalt
Federation's new regulations in the pre-
mier leazue. the winner of the Assim
group, Sporting. joins the top three teams

competing in Port Said. Shebine. winoer
of the third group and Tayaran, fourth in
the first group, join Pon Said and Arab
Contractors in the second group in Cairo.
Tanta, Misrt, Serooubz and Gezira com-
pete in the third group in Suez.

Only six teams,
the first two from
each group. will go
to the final stages.
They will play a
round-robin format
that will deterroine
the league cham-

head coach of
Ahli. winner of the
Aswan group, said
he was pleased his
team took ihe top
spol and described
the competition as
being very tough.
“The maiches were
very close with
Zamatek and
Olvmpic, but it
was easy against

- Tayaran,” said
Hammad.

“I am
pleased with the
wam’s results in
geperal. but I'm
disappointed with
the  performance
of some of my
players, especially
those of the na-
tional team, Some
are  injured and
tired after playing
in European tour-
namepts.”  Ham-
mad said the de-

- cision 10 play the

second tournament

" only four days af-

ter the first was
wrong. *The

plavers did oot have time to train.” He
boped that under such difficuh circtom-
stances, Ahli will come out victorious
and perform at the same level, withom
any more players petting seriously in-
jured. ““This opmament is harder than
the one before it because it will include
the best handball 12ams in the country,
like Sporming. That's why the head
coaches of the other taams call it ‘the
group of death”.” Hammad added.

Come on, Komen!
KENYA"S outdoor 5,000 metres world
champion Daniel Komen broke the -
indoor 3.000 metres world record last
week in a time later confirmed as seven
minues 24,90 seconds. The 21-year-old
Kenyan broke the old record of seven
minutes 26.14 seconds set this year by
Halle Gebrselassie of Ethiopia in
Karlsruhe on 25 Jannary. Komen. who
picked up a 315,000 chequ i
achievemen, 1ook the lead off his
pacemaking compairiot David Kisang at
the 1,300 metres mark and stormed
home 1o slice almost two seconds off the
old time.

Boris in a nutshell
RUSSIAN President Boris Yelisin sang
the praises of sport last week in his
weekly speech 10 the narion, saying that
politics and economic troubles would
take a back seat during the Winter
Olympics in Nagano in Japan. Doring
this period, the most important thing for
Russians will be “how many palets our
team will score against the Americans
and whether the Russian skiers will beat
the 1ough Norwegians and Italians,”
Yeltsin said.

The president admined that while
Russians respecied all other nations,
they wanted to be first. He said he
hoped that as in Lillehammer (Norway)
in 1994, the Russian delegation would
come away with the greatest number of
gold medals, Yeltsin said that playing
sport was important, noting that he
himself had played volleybzll as a
young man and then later tenmis. “Sport
belped to form my character, taught me
discipline, taught me 1o win and what is
more important, it taught me to get up
again afier a defeat or setback. In 3
matshell, I respect and love spont,™
Yelisin said.

Rocchi on the rocks
GERMANY 'S Graciano Rocchigiani
was forced to pull out of Saturday’s
fight for the vacant World Boxing
Council (WBC) light-heavyweight
title against American Michae] Nuna
after running a temperamre and losing
two kilos on Saturday. Ring Doctor
Walter Wagner said that a boxer who
had attempied 1o fight in
Rocchigiani's condition would have
been risking his life. The 33-year-old
Rocchigiani, a former International
Boxing Federation (IBF) title holder,
would have received 1.1 million
dollars for the fight. He will now face
Nunn for the crown, left vacant by
American Roy Jones, on 14 March.
Numm. 34, a former World Boxing
Association (WBA) and IBF title
bolder, was clearly upset by the
decision. Rocchigiani has had to
cancel three world title bouts in the
past few months because of illness or
iack of preparation.

Death of a champion
TWO-TIME table tennis world
champion Toshiaki Tanaka has died
after suffering multiple organ failore.
He was 62. Tanaka, who joined the
World Table Tennis Federation's Hatl
of Fame last year, died at a hospital in
the Southern Japan prefecture of
Fukuoksa. He swept the national singles
titles for three consecutive from
1954, climbing to the world's top
ranking in 1955 and 1957.

Romme romps home
GIANNI Romme of the Netherlands
reclaimed his 5.000 metres world speed
skating record in the Olympic race here
Sunday 1o win the gold medal in an
astonishing six minutes 22.20 seconds.
Fetlow Dutchman Rintje Ritsma and
Belgium's Bart Veldkamp had both
broken Romme’s old record in the
preceding 60 minutes, but Romme was
six seconds faster in his pold
medal-winning performance. Ritsma
tock the silver and Veldkamp the
bronze. '

No go in Nagano
SECURITY in Nagano has been
dramatically stepped up. Local school
carctakers have been ordered to lock up
baseball pitching machines. The police
are worried the machines, which hurl
down balls at 150kph, could be used by
cunning terrorists.

Big numbers

‘THE Nagano Games organisers found
they bad a real hit on Saturday's
opening day. Their Internet siie had 9.6
million hirs. They added that 5,555
million people belped carry the Olympic
Flame across the 47 Japanese
prefectures.

Such a chatterbox
EMPEROCR Akihito upset carefully laid
traffic plans after the Nagano Games
opening ceremony on Saturday by
hanging around to chat with some of the
main guests, including Nobel Peace
Prize winner Jodie Williams and British
landmine vietim Chris Moon, who was
one of the final Olympic torchbearers.
Nervous security agents kept strests
around the stadium clear for 20 minutes
waiting for the imperial couple 1o leave.
Buses for thousands of officials and
media were held up in the mounting
congestion. .

Mother's Day

OLGA Danilova and Sari Krooks
made it mother's day in the Nagano
Winter Olympics last Sunday. Krooks
from Finland followed four-year-old
danghter Annika’s advice to score the
first women’s ice hockey goal in the
Olympics in their match agaipst
Sweden. As for Danilova from Russia,
she won the first gold medal of the
Nagano Winter Olympics after
covering the tough 15km cross country
course at Hakuba inn 46 minmes and 55
seconds, and thus won some time o
see her twin boys.

S
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Doris Shoukri:

Friendship and marriage

into a distinguished
Egyptian family brought
Doris Enright-Clark
Shoukri to Egypt. The
American University in

Cairo provided a space in

which to build bridges

A e
gt

She walks info the room carrying The lliad
and The QOdyssey, Mrs Dalloway, The
Unbearable Lightness of Being. Jn ker mind
who knows what rexts she carries todav ,
what marches she will strike iunexpecrediv
in the dark? At the head of the rable she
gives us food for thought, and we gather
round her, secure, free, ingredients with
which this hour may be confected, this
moment of being made paipable,

Doris Enright-Clark Shoukri. PhD in
English and Medieval Latin, Bryn Mawr
College and Girton College, Cambridge.
Experience (over 40 years) at the Amer-
ican University in Cairo (AUCY: assistant,
associate and full professor and chairman
of the Department of English and Compar-
ative Literature (1957 - present). Chairman
of the Freshman Year Program (197G
1980}, and the Humanilies Division {1958-
1961). Founder of the ELI and the Fresh-
man Writing Program. Courses taught in-
clude: Introduction to literarare, Greek and
Latin classics in transiation, Henry james,

Contemporary European literature. Pub-

lished articles include: “The Nammre of Be-
ing in Wooll and Duras™, “In Principio
Erat Verbum: Yhe Mysticism of Mar-
guerite Duras™, “Drante Revisited”. On her
work on [5th-century dramatist Chaundler
and which culminated in a book, an edi-
ton. with translation, introduction and
notes to Chaundler's Apologia de omni
statu humanae naturae (Renaissance So-
clety, NY and Modem Humanities Re-
search Society. London. 1974), Shoukr
says: "It was like detective work, 1o re-
construct somebody with se linde, so few
records 1o go on.”

Thanks to her founding of AUC’s Dis-
linguished Visiting Person programme in
1965, the following luminaries, among
many others, came to AUC and gave lec-
tures o an audience extending beyond the
university’s confines: Robert Lowell, [ A
Richards, John Updike, Robert Penn War-
ren, William Styron. John Cheever, De-
smond O Grudy, John Fowles, Nathalie
Sarvaute, Quentin Bell, Marguerite Duras,
Al-Tayeb Salih. Terry Eagleton, Edward
Said. Echoing the sensc of intellectual and

ontological well-being experienced by
many of her stadents, Angus Wilson wrote
of his experience as DVP: “Doris Shoukri
was the most understanding and well-
informed hostess I have encountened at a
university...”

In spite of being affiliated with AUC for
longer than any person currently artached
to it. which makes her a “wibal elder™, as
anthropelogist and AUC's dean of the
School of Humanities and Social Sciences
Cynthia Nelson phrses i, when ap-
proached about the passibility of a profile,
Shoukri’s immediate reply was: “But 1
haven't really done anything.” Doing:
that’s for CVs and others to say, Being: an
averwhelming question thai Doris Shoukri
has probed in her writing and in the class-
roont, a question she has not brushed aside
with an irritated “oh, do not ask whar it is.”

I made my visit 1o elegant, understated
Nile-view Zamalek rooms where, one im-
agines. soigné men and women may have
come and gone. Though one has scen such
tasteful interiors already, Doris Shoukri in-
teracting with her three-year-old grand-
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daughter Camilla is certainly no mere so-
ciety lady complementing the ambience.
Already a formidable persomality and an
excellent hostess, Camilla elicits from
Shoukri such remarks as: “The ather day
she was surreptidously trying to get me to
teach ber the subjunciive form of *jouer™.”

“You want me 1o say something about
Dr Shoukri?... how do 1 begin?™ a former
student of Shouksi muses over the phone.
On a burmmourous note...™ {(though “it’s just
not her style 1o be waving and saying hi to
everyone on campus”, all who know “Dor-
is™ agree that she has a remarkable sense
of humour, one friend who has known her
for over 40 years going as far as to remark:
“I never feel bored speaking with ber. Nev-
er.”) A few minutes into the phone call:
“You managed to stay awake in class at
Sam in the winter... later, when yea ued to
render or take stock of an expe.ience or a
person, you found you were thinking along
the lines of the phrases you heard Dr
Shoukri say...™ She has a surreptitious way
of msking “ontology™ 2 part of your vo-
cabulary. As if you, a mere 18-year-old
had always known the word.

“Do you want to start at the beginning?
If that's all right,” Shouksi suys, having
tenatively accepted the idea thar 2,000
words or so, plus a photo, could cut a “pro-
file”. Her silhouete? “Like a dowager
swan, serepe. majestic,” remarks a former
student who once caughr a glimpse of Dr
Shoukri swimming at the Gezira Club.

The beginning is not Once Upon a Time.
Not with a nine-year-old who, without
prompting. read Amne Karemina, ub-
abridged, enjoyed it, and did not realise till
much later that there was anything unusual
in that Not with a first-grader teaching her
classmates how to tell rime. Nor is the end
in a fairy-tale castle on a mountain. Nor
yet in an enchanted circle of literary giants.

If to each a tale, what genre would
hers, would she, be? “That is hard.™ she
says, “... Enigma Variations... Some kind
of fictional prose narrative maybe ... of an
avant-garde kind.” .

The beginning: “T roet.. I came to ac-
company my [not yet then] sister-in-law.”
anthropologist Laila El-Hamamsy. Of El-
Hamamsy at Bryn Mawr. Shoukri writes:
“One encountered a first-class imtellect,
disciplined and wide ranging, with a pro-
nounced sense of the ridiculous and a mo-
ral sense that was 50 highly developed as
1o be almost stem.” Like knows like. El-
Hamamsy, née Shoukri, on Shoukri, née
Enright: “She had her own original ideas
about things, and a very criical mind.
There is nothing banat about ber way of
seeing things.”

If beginnings and endings are welling, the
interview with Doris Shoukr wells of a
woman who takes great pride in her family
— Mohamed, Kimmy, Karim, Marlene,
Morella, Maia (“the first, as beautiful and
perhaps as bright as her father™}, Tarek,
Camilla To emphasise the importance of
AUC 1o Doris, Joyce Foda — who dates
their close [riendship to when. 20 years
ago, she had a serious eye operation and
Doris camoe and read to her — says: “Af-
ter her family, Doris has been totally de-
voted w0 AUC and its students.” For over
30 years Shoukri's administrative assist-
ant, Laurice Nassour admires the fact that
“this very distinguished woman™ is *a
wonderful mother™ who “can deal with
both ends.™

The interview begins with family and, ar
its end, returns to family. The last words of
the interview are ahout her husband, dis-
tinguished gynecologist Mohamed Shouk-
ti: “In his treawment of patients, his is a nai-
ural humanity. He would know how w
give a poor man a piece of bread without
embarrassing him. He bas a real talent for
human relations of this kind, without any
mawkishoess or sentimentality... Balm on
a c;!vgund, but also brilliant, sharply erit-
I .

_So she first came to Egypt in 1954 on a
visiL. Even though she was merely on hol-
iday in a country of which she did not have
much prior knowledge (“T have never been
very interested in politics™), and cross-
cultural marriages Were not on anyone's
mind, “{ realised,” she says, “that it would
be really ridiculous for me to marry some-
one whom | did nor find intensely, poei-
ically, witty.” A year later. Mohamed
Shoukri and Doris Enright-Clark were
married, two months after she was offered
a Jobla: AUC.

This was a dme of exit visas — some-
thing she had pever heard of. This is a
place where, unlike in New York where
she grew up, enonymity is impossible. A

time and place of sequestration.

“I literally wept over thar library™, when
in 1967 AUC was sequestrated. It was built
with love” Chafika El-Hamamsy, who first
knew Deoris Shoukri socially and then, in the
early "60s, became a of hers. ex-
plains why she found the extremely in-
spiring intellectual a surprise: “Doris is not a
show-off. She never talked about her in-
tellecrual life in a social contexL™ Yer
Shoukri uses the word “boast”™ when re-
ferring 10 the [ibrary: “We did it from
scraich... Before, the library consisted of the
left-overs from the botom of a missionary
barrel, totally without rationale... but we..™
So it was you and_.? “By ‘we’, I'm just
talking abour myself, I'm using the royal
‘we'." Les autres, iogours les auires.

So we planted the seed of a library “with
so much desire 1o make it make sense™.
tended it when it was a fragile sapling. An
act of creation. ine an “T" so pro-
and has not. read. Imagine 2 library. Fill
out order forms for books by and op every-
ope who matters in English literawre,
from Beowolf to Virginia Woolf — sys-
wmatically. Load ‘em onto the wagons
and haul ‘em over to Hill House. A boys”
dormitory becomes a library. The best
English library in a city no less significant
than Um Al-Dunia. A world, a universe,
comes iato being. Something already last-
ing in the lives of others. “A bridge
thrown out toward an unseen shore.™

“It was a very creative thing: it was
building™: Shoukr1 on being in administra-
tion for so lopg. Comments on Shoukri's
“style”™ as an administrator by, in no par-
ticular order, Ferial Ghazoul. John Ro-
denbeck, Cynthia Nelson, George Scan-
lon, Mahmoud El-Lozy: “As a politique,
she is a walking success. When she saw
change that was good for the university,
she accepted it well and did honourably
and valiantly. Others would have fought
unnecessary battles.” “She has been chair-
roan of the English Department by popular
will.” “When facing a controversial de-
¢cision, she thinks of the consequences sev-
eral years down the line,” “She poes for
what are the central kinds of things to keep
&4 depariment on target.” “She recognises
quality and isn’t mosey about details.”
“She upgrades everything she touches, A
department rneeting becomes a discussion
of ideas and issues. not agendas. That
creativity of hers makes the department
not just a group of péople, but something
with a spark.™ -

As for “one of the best things we have

done in the unjversity™, namely, the Fresh-
man Tutorial Programme, which ran from
1970 for over 15 years, and which was
conceived as a means to bridge the gap be-
tween memorising-intensive thanawivya
amma and the demands made on in-
dividual, critical thinking by u liberal ants
type of education. that was a coup de
grice. Blessed were those AUC students
who at the tender age of 17, only two
months after thanawiyya amma bruality,
were told that “when you start on your
journey to Ithaca™ you are the quest while
the quest lasts. You would read Gil-
gamesh, The Heart of Darkness, Ma-
chiavelli. Freud, Marx, listen o0 a lecture
about each text in Oriental Hall by pro-
fessors from different disciplines, and
meef with a wtor and nine viher students
around a whle o discuss the texts. This
was pol sifting in rows, but a world of
minds and voyages — a university,
. Such a thrilfing sense of horizons open-
ing up, such intellectual frisson, an in-
delible moment of being in the lives of
many AUC srudents, was the brainchild of
one who could. and did, teach logic with
the best of them. (“One never finds in Dr
Shoukri the least aspect of casualness, dig-
orderliness or illogicality™).

Though she herself has never made a fo-
ray into Arabic literature — “She knew ™
comments George Stanlon, head of the
Arabic Studies Departmen:, ~it was em-
anating from a tradition which she can
never hope [to really know] except by go-
ing all the way back at the beginning of
her career and absorbing it™ — she has,
says Ferial Ghazoul, professar of English
and Comparative Literature and editor of
the bilingual journal of comparative poer-
ics. Alif, been very supportive of the jour-
nal and has “encouraged AUC studems o
study Arabic literature™ and members of
the department to cultivate relations with
I.Ilg 1.'ng.ll:llcg“nal universities.

] i's keynote address inaugurar
in 1986 the Madalyn Lamom Awme
creative writing (in English and Arahic)

shows how what raight be mistaken as
aloofness vis-a-vis Arsbic literanure is,
more than anything, an awareness of her
own limitations. ~It was.” the address be-
gins, “with consideruble reluctance that I
agreed to make some brief remarks today
about the study of literature in Egypt.™ Re-
luctance, because others “would have been
more qualified”, agreement, because of
ber “desire... to share in this gesure ro
commemorate Madalyn's life™, sharing as
she does “with her a passion for literature,
a belief in its reality and efficacy. in its
saving grace in the face of what Camas re-
ferred 10 as the absurd and croel statistics
of death.™

The address. pace Jung, Eliot, Ezekiel,
Dante and others. is an extended “if A...
then B™ proposition. U “the study of lit-
erature... is at no lime, nowhere open to
question. Not in Montale’s war-torn Ttaly,
not in Cairo now [during the curfew], not
in Beirut for that matter. it is pot a de-
cision anyone takes.” If: great amt “is not
an escape from Reality, but a focusing
upon Realiry.” Then: it is the duty of those
who teach literature “to allow you [stu-
dents of literature] to wrestle with your an-
gles, or seek out your demons, dally with
your muses. or suffer the shower of gold
with all the courage that such freedom
takes... Do not fear that in serving An you
will be failing in your duty to serve sociery
and copntry... Be antists, and it will follow
as the night the day, Egyptian anists yon
shall also be and your waorks ‘will reach to
the most distant of ages.” like Vigny's
‘boweille & Ia mer” or like the pyramids,
insha'Allah.”

Doris Shoukri sets berself against the as-
sumption “that certain areas of buman ex-
perience and achievement are, like yachs,
for wealthier people or Westemers only.”
The universal buman capacity, French.

ian or otherwise, “for spontaneous,
gratuitous thought” she firmly believes,
must be “protected”. And like a literary
winged creature brooding over her charge,
she is protective of the space in which they
can grow.
And indeed there will be tme. she
thought, when, without taking up world-
reforming cudgeols, she delivered her
brainchild, the AUC Freshman Tutotial
Program, “time to clear in [the thanawivya
amma survivor's] overcrowded mind a
space upon which... he may build.™ “tme
mmdiscohevermfmhehascomand
w. wo| like ta go,” starting
where he is, with his own b;bzg-m-theh
world,” time “to reveal, w add space... 1o
stand by as security while urging the stu-
dent from his secure perimetres to wider,
less visible, diminshing ones... to see to it
that the student survives this baffling and
unsgttling experience... and finds his foot-
ing in a larger world."

“You feel she respects you and she re-
spects what she is doing and has love for
it. She gives you a space. She has this bal-
ance: she gives you the whole picmre, bt
she does this not just through lecturing
about background and theary bt through
discussion of the texts. I am glad she is
there, It feels safe. You feel you are in safe
hands." — one of Shoukri's current s-
dents. “She gave you light” — one of her
fun‘z;er studerll.tis.

“You would go into her class,”
Mahmoud El-Loz. a former student, m
associate professor at AUC, “consciges
that the door would be shut, so that there
would be no noise from the outside. A
closed quasi-religions atmosphere. And
contrasting with the quiemess was the -
moil in our minds,..”

Other voices: “She makes you feel
bow the writer is a person, a full
and not just a name.” “She enables me to
visualise. Her way is conversational,
everything flows, you get a distinct sense
of the whole thing.” *It is the creative
writer in her thal makes her different
from others.” “Understated, at the same
dme incredibly moving, She isn' a teach-
er, how ot:d explain?, she recognised if you
were g and hel u ger better. I
shone under her.” ped you g

She gives us food for thought, opens
magical casements, tells us of Keats's
“Upon First Reading Chapman's Homer™
and says: “Write something. Be as :
creative as you like. Call it *Upon First
Reading Elior’s “The Waste Land™."" De
not fear, she said, Fear no more. We kove
shored these fragments.

Profie by Nur Elmessiri
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